
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




1 ( 



c_c 



v.. ' 

\ 



V 









y^^/^ 



r/ 






,..*^5'. * 



A 







*> 



ENGLANDS 

GRIEVANCE DISCOVERED, ) 



IN RBLATtON TO THC 



COAt TRADE; ^ 

WltH THE 

ifAP OF. THE RIVER OF TINE, AND SITUATION OF THE 
TOWN AND CORPORATION 



NEWCASTLE: 

*rHB TYRANNICAL OPPRESSION OF THOSE MAGISTRATES, 

THEIR CHARTERS AND GRANTS; THE SEVERAL 

TRYALS, DEPOSITIONS, AND JUDGEMENTS 

OBTAINED AGAINST THEM ; 

WITH A BREVIATE OF SEVERAL STATUTES PROVING REPUGNANT TO 

THEIR ACTINGS; WITA PROPOSALS FOR REDUCING THE EXCESSIVG 

RATES OF COALS FOR THE FUTURE ; AND THE RISE OF 

THEIR GRANTS APPEARING IN THIS BOOK. 



Bv RALPH GARDINER, -. 

OF CHIRTON, IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND, GEMf. 

*iMWMa«MMMMWM«MMMM>MM«^MI«MM«— —————— ill I . !■ 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR R. IBBITSON, IN SMITHFIELD, AND 

P. STENT, AT THE WHITE HORSE, IN GILTSPUR 

STREET, WITHOUT NEWGATE, 1655. 



NEWCASTLE: 

REPRINTED BY D. AKENHEAD AND SONS, FRONTING 
THE EXCHANGE, 1 796. 



THE NEW YORK 



A6TCR, LENOX ANO 

HLOLN FOUNOATIOWti 

R 1903. L 



FOR HIS HIGHNESS 



OLIVER, LORD PROTECTOR 

% 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
AND IRELAND, tsft. 



HAY IT PLEASE YO&R HIGHNESS^ 

THE nation, finding your fatherly care oyer 
them, in the, well ordering, and governing, 
according to the laws, ftatutes, and cuftoms ; en- 
deavoring peace, caufing juftice and law to be 
equally adminiftred, have caufe, and do blefs God 
fox the fame. 

Upon ferious confideration whereof, I ihall not 
dare, or prefume to ufe arguments, to induce your 
highnefs, to lend an ear, to hear the nations 
grievance, or what may be prefented for its good; 
but do humbly prefent herein, fome colle£tioris of 
records, taken out of moft judicatures, concerning 
the abufe of the coal-trade, the burrough, and cor- 
poration of Newcaftle upon Tine, its charters, 
evidences, and depofitions ; proving thereby gene- 
ral wrongs, and infupportable burdens, viz. 

Firft, forcing people to lofc their lives, others to 
fwear againft themfelves, others to cut pUrfes in 
their courts for gain, and all to themfelves j illegal 
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IV THE EPISTJUE DEDICATORY. 

and falfe arrefts, and imprifonments ; refufers of 
bail, and difobeyers of habeas corpufes ; great and 
ufual impofitions, and arbitrary fines; contemners 
of your law; judges, jufors, and witneffes in their 
own caufes; converting all fines, felons goods, and 
wrecks, to their own ufe; deftroyers of that 
famous river of Tine; forcing fhips and boats to 
fink, and imprifoning thofe that dare to fucco|: 
them ; ingroffers of all coals, and other commo- 
dities, into their own hands, from the inhemtors, 
by patent; with other ijrefiftable oppreffions, Hke 
to the Spanifli inquifition, and praftice of the high 
commiffion, and ft ar-ch amber; being put in execu- 
tion, at this day, in that town, by command of the 
magiftrates, and other their officers ; and what they 
cannot do, by force of their charter, amongft 
themfelves, againft any private perfon oppofmg, 
then, by combination, ruin them at law, by their 
delatory plea, and out-purfingj them; to the high 
difhonor of God, and your highnefs, and tending 
to the peoples undoing. 

Jiumbly befeeches, for the glory of God, the 
fame of your law, the contentment of the free 
people of England, the prefervatidn of trade and 
navigation, and increafe of your public revenue, 

II. That no confirmation bee of that towne of New- 
qaftle upon Tines charters, or ufurped powers ; but 
that a fpeedy remedy be had, either by quo war- 
rantOy or othcrwife; and their magiftrate? may fuflfer, . 
according to their offences. 

III. That no arrefts be made in that town, except 
by procefs from above, or under forty fhillings j by 
reafon they underftand not the law, and commonly 
jheir judges will mafter reafon, 

IV. That 
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IV. That commiffioners of fewers in Northum- 
berland, and county of Durham, be forthwith im- 
powred, for the prefer vation of that river ;. other, 
wife it will be quite choaked up, and thereby no 
coals to be got^ but at exceflive rates. 

V. That an ad quod damnum be granted, for a 
market at Shields, which will prevent the Iqfs of 
many a poor fouls life for the future. 

VI. Or that a revival of that never to be forgot- 
ten ftatute, ij Rich. 2. cap. 7. for a free tradfe tQ 
^11, which voided all monopolies, and charters, as 
J)eing the greateft grievance in a commonwealth, 
&c. It will not onely make this your nation 
equivalent with Venice, Holland, and other free 
rich ftates, in riches, but preferve timber, and re. 
duce coals under 20s. the chatder 'all the year at 
London, but alfo augment to your publique re- 
venue above 40000I. per ann. in that very port of 
the river of Tine* 

VII. That your royal protedion be granted to 
fuch who.profecute a caufe in behalf of your'high- 
nefs, from the hand of violence, during the time of 
their profecytion. That the claufe in the 21. 
k. James, chap. 3. viz. for all informations upon 
penal ftatutes to be profecuted in the refpedive 
counties, be voyd ; by reafon the judges, alias 
flieriflfs, are the oflFenders, and no right can be got 
againft them ; the honorable judges of both benches 
hands being tyed up, for want of an appeal, ob- 
ftru61:ed by the aforefaid ftatute. 

VIII. If their charters, and illegal privileges be 
confirmed, undoubtedly it will facrifice the peace of 
your nation, leflen your intereft with the free-boruj, 

•weaken ypur power, loofe the bonds of a quiet 

government, 
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government, extirpate the pure laws, and advance 
diforder and confufion; it being humbly conceived 
this happy change of government voids their 
charters, (they being no laws, but merely pre- 
rogatives) to Englands comfort. 

IX. That fheriffs and their fubftitutes may be 
liable to the punifliment of perjury, for breach of, 
their oath, in denying bail to fuch as are capable ; 
for not returning writs of habeas corpus^ and other 
their falfe returns, as others in other natures. 

X. And that a law be created for death, to fuch 
that fhall commit perjury, forgery, or accept of 
bribery. 

XI. All which are laid at your higbnefs and 
' councils feet, to do as God fhall direft, for the 

relief of the oppreffed. ^ 



Everfubfcribing tnjfelf^ 

. Afervani to your highnefs^ 
And the publique^ 



RALPH GARDINER, 



TO 



TO THE READER* 



CbVRtEOUS REA£>ER9 

1SET not out the map of the river of Tine, for Jhips U 
Jle^r their courfe by ; but for a demonf ration to fuch 
judges as may be appointed regulators of the great abufes done 
thereunto ; nor the ejpgie^ in my book^ for other corporations 
to a5l the like by I but that the irregular proceedings therein^ 
and cruelty of this corporation of Newccifile^ may ' the plainer 
appear ; mi onely to his highnefs^ and council^ par lament y 
admiral^ army^ judges y gentry <^ but alfo to the commonalty of 
the nation y that they may expel out of their thoughts fuch 
tyranny as is there enaEiedy by charter lanv ; being nothing 
tnore of my labours and pains than what I am bound in duty^ 
and confcience^ for the relief of the opprejfed ; refolving nvith 
Gods afjiflance to continue fo doings to the uttermofl of my 
power. Probably I may have omitted fome circumjlances re- 
latingy yet am I confident nothing comprehended but the naked 
truth : and what omifjions are in this^ in my next will appear j 
(if I mif carry noty by an unknown hand). I doubt not but 
fome perfony may anfnuer this in print y or require further fatis- 
faBion therein ; I am ready to receive the oncy and, declare the 
other ; but well I knowy the truth hereof cannot be d'lf- 
proved ; fuch may (if they pleafe) whofe natural dialeci is 
detra^iony apt tofiain and fling with calumny and Jlandery 
fooner than piake a jufi defencey to joyn ijfue upony to Jland 
and fall by (as I am by this) challenging any to brand me with 
the leafl of injujlice I ever did them ; being ready with my 
fortune to make good what I profecute, The thing I aim aty 
is a right underjianding between the free and unjree men of 
England s a perfefl lovcy every one injoying their owny and 

to hr 
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to be governed under our known and wholefome lanvs^ as al/i 
an obedience thereunto; and not by a hidden prerogative, alias 
charters. 

It being a wonder there dare be fuch j>refumption in this 
corporation, to exercife fuch infolencies, whijd) were the 
greateji obJhruBors of our nations liberties, by garifoning that 
towm The mayor, aldermen, and recorder, with the bur- 
gejfes, and others, againft the free-born of England^ which 
prohibited all trade, from the ^th. day of January y 1642, to 
the 14/^. tf November, 1644, in that port : which caufed 
coals to be four pound the chaldron, and fait four pound the 
weigh; the poor inhabitants forced tojlie the count r-y, others 
to quarter all armies upon free' quarter ; heavy taxes to them 
all, both , Englifh, Scots, and garifons ; plundered of all 
they had; land lying wqfle ; coaUpits drowned; f alt-works 
broken down ; hay and corn burnt ; town pulled down ; mens 
wives > carried away, by the unfatiahle Scots, and abu/ed ; all 
being occaftorted by that corporations difaffcElion ; and yet /p 
tyrannize^ as is hereafter mentioned; I appeal to God and tie 
world. 

RALPH GARDNER. 
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CHARTER LAW. 



With its 



PRACTICE. DISCOVERED. 

CHAP. I. 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNES PATRON. 



KING JOHN, 

Surnamed without land, raigned ,iy yeers and 7 
monthesy died 19. daie ofO£lober, 121.6, was buried 
at Worcejier, in the 51. yeerofhis age. 

(a)"!^ ING John, who ufurped the crown of Eng- 
xV^land, was (only for formalities fake) fworn 
by a bifhop, who being demanded the reafon why he 
did fo, faid, that by the gift of prophecy, certified, 
that at fome time, king John would take the crown 
and realm of England, and bring all to ruin and con- 
fiifion, he pretending, the king his brother, was dead 
in the time of his being abfent beyond fea ; being 
the firft author of charters (for gain) and people like 
himfelf, for lucre of gain, fold their birth-right, to 
become bodies corporate, and oppreffors of the 
free-bom people of England : For before charters 
were, all the free-holders of England were free to 
make laws for, the good of the nation > but corpo- 
B , rations 
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rations being fubordinate to fuch laws, as he by his 
pterogative gave them, being repugnant to the 
known fundamental laws of England. 
*. In the firft year of his reign, dreadful tempeftuous 
weathers by rains, that the grounds were fo fpoiled, 
that whereas corn was fold for one fhilling the boule, 
in king Henry the feconds daies, then coft 13 (hil- 
lings the boule ; alfo an abundance of fifli found 
dead upon the land, by the corruption of the waters, 
no hay could be mowed, and hale as big as hens 
eggs. 

(b) He was an ufurper, a tyrant, a bloody perfon, 
a murderer, a perjured perfon, a covetous perfbn, 

* See chap. ^ demolifher of famous towns with fire, and a feller 

49. (b) of Englands fupremacy to the pope*, whofe reign 

was . oppreflive, and end, fliame. For further fatis- 

faftion I refer you to his true hiftory, I fliall onely 

give a brief of fome paffages in his reign. 

He made a law that all jews that would not turn 
chriftians fhould pay a certain great fum of money, 
or be imprifoned, and when they did turn, then 
they fliould have' their money again ; a young mer- 
chant paid 60I. to continue a jew, and after turned 
to be a chriftian ; then he demanded his- money 
from the king, but he being unwilling to part with 
money, demanded what realbn he had to turn, and 
fentfor his father and mother to dif-fwade him, and 
to per-iwade him to change again to be a jew. 

(c) He gave command that all the jews in Eng- 
land and Wales to be forthwith imprifoned, men, 
women, and children, by reafon they turned fo faft 
to be of his religion, and then feized on all their 
riches to fatifie his covetous difpofition, and fuch as 
would not confcfs where their money was, pulled 
out their teeth and eies, and then took the thir- 
teenth part of all eftates moveable^ to war againft 
the earls of Marfh, who defired him to forbear, but 
he would not, for which they difpoffefled him of 
all his lands in France, &c. 

He 
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He having little love to his wife Ifabel the queen, 
was divorced, pretending (he was too near of kin to 
him, and fo took another, 

(d) He murthered duke Arthur earl of Brittan, 
his eldeft brothers fon, being heir to the crown, in 
the caftle of Roan, in France, and chafed William de 
Branes out of England, and caufed his wife and 
children to be ftarved to death, in Winfor caftle. 

He dif-inherited many of the nobility without 
judgment of the law, gmd put to death Ramp earl 
of Chefter, for reproving him for lying with his 
brothers wife, and reproached others of his nobles, 
telling them how often he had defiled their beds, 
and defloured their daughters. 

(e) He granted to the city of London theif 
charter, and letters patterns, to chufe their mayot 
yeerly in the tenth yeer, 1210. who governs well, &c. 

(f; He removed the exchequer from London to 
Northampton, and got a great army to go againft 
the king of Scots, but the king of Scots met him 
and did him homage, and gave him his two 
daughters as pledges, and eleven thoufand fcotch 
mat^s, and upon his return took homage of the 
freeAolders of England, and fware t?hcm lo his 
allegiance, all above ii years of age. 11 year 121 1. 

(g) He made oath to be obediem to the -.pope of 
Rome, by name Innocentius, to Randolph, his 
bull, who went \^ith his nobles to Dover, where he 
met with the faid popes bull, and there refigned isy^^'^^^u, 
the crown with the realm of England and Ireland 
into the popes hand ; fee his. oath in chap. 59. (b) : 
upon which the bifhops who he had baniftied, re- 
turned to England, by leave from the pope. King 
Johir met them and fell flat upon his face on the 
ground, zmd aflced theui forgivenefs, melting 
bitterly into tears, &c. 

(h) He grants the very next year, after his power 
was given to the pope, unto the town off Newcaftle 
upon Tyne, letters, pattents to be a corporation, and 

B 2 to 



4 ORIGINl CHARTERS. 

to hold the faid town in fee-farm, at the rent of 
(^ ibol. per. annum, as by the faid recited letters pat- 

tents, in the fecond chapter, more at large appears, 
HY^^^y ^^^5 2inno 1213. (Surely this charter is not good by 
law, &c.) 

( 1 ) He was the caufe of firing the chief town in 
"Northumberland, called Morpeth, and caufed many 
more towns in England and Wales to be burnt. 

The barons of England being armed, demanded 
of him the laws and liberties granted by king Ed- 
ward the confeflbr, vulgarly called St. Edward, he 
defired refpite till eafter, and gave fureties to per-. 
form them. 

1 5 year. (k) He met with the barons of England in Running 

Meadow, between Winfor and Stains, upon the 
16. of June; granted under his hand to them the 
liberties of England, without any difficulty, and the 
whole realm was fworn thereunto; and foon after 
fubtlely and privately fends to the pope and other 
nations, for armies to make void thofe charters and 
liberties granted to the barons, and to fubdue 
England, and promifed them great rewards. Forty 
thoufand fouldiers, that were to have Norfolk and 
Suffolk, to conquer England for king John,^ were 
all caft away on the fea. The pope fends in great- 
% ftrength, who landed at Dover, and deftroyed 
many towns by fire, and with the fword flew many 
thoufands of people; the pope excommunicating the 
barons particularly by their names, great fubverfion 
and diffolution thereupon fell, laying all hedges and 
ditches level, tormenting the barons, with^ their 
• wives, &c. 

1 6 year. (l) The barons were neceffitated to fend for 

Lewis, fon to the king of France, for to come with 
an army to join with them to conquer king John, 
whofe cruelties were intollerable ; which was done, 
and king John overthrown, and forced to flee 
towards Lin; being poyfoned by a monk at Swin* 
fted ; (The realon he gave was, that if he had live^ 

half 
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half a year longer, a half-penny loaf would coft 
2 OS.) He died, and was buried at Worcefter, and 17 year, 
king Henry the third, fon t^ king John, of nine 
years of age, was crowned at Glocefter, &c. 

(m) The reafon of king John his granting charters 
in England, and making corporations, was, for that 
he had but little land, to raife great rents from them, 
and to aiTift him with ftrength by out^voting the 
knights of (M)the (hires, as is hereafter expreft : For 
all free-holders of England that had forty fhillings a 
y^er, met two times a yeer at Seffions Meadows, neer 
Rockingham Caftle, in Northampton^fhire, and 
there made fuch laws as the nation was governed by, 
and confirmed by the king. 

(n) King John refolving to havie monies and aid 
of men, to go to Normandy, to conquer them, could 
not conveniently motion it, by reafon of the nume- 
roufneffe of the free-holders, but made a fpeech to 
them, that he had contrived a very fit and convenient 
way, for the making laws for the good of the whole 
nation, which was, that by reafon he conceived it a 
great trouble, for all them to come fo for for that 
purpofe, onely to make laws, that they would chufe 
two knights of every ftiire and county, in England 
and Wales, and give to them the full power of the 
nation, and then the faid knights to come and fit with 
him in parliatnent, at Weftminfter, and alfo to allow 
them four ftiillings a day, out of the county ftock, 
which more plainly appears in the ftatute of 35. Hen. 
8. ch. II. Knights to have 4s. per diem, and bur- 
geffes 2s: per diem. 

(o) King John when he had got the hundred and ♦ 
four knights in parliament, they having the full pow- 
er of the nation from the free-holders, immediately re- 
quired from them, great fubfidies, and armies to go 
for Normandy, to recover fuch lands as he had loft, 

(p)The knights anfwered, they onely were intruft- 
cd to make laws, and npt to taxe the free-holders, 
who had intrufted them, and not to raife armies, and 

that 
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that by fo doing, they could not difcharge the truft 
r^epofed in them. 

(qJ The king finding his expe£l:ation fruftratedj, 
having nothing doubted, but to have wrought his 
defigii on fo final! a number, maftered his paffion> and 
not long after acquainted the knights, that he was 
forry for the great burden which lay upon them for 
making law5, being for a publick, ajnd that they were 
too few in number, and that he had found out a way 
bow to eafe them, and bring in a great revenew to 
free the nation from impofifions. 

(r) Which was, that he refolved to incorporate all 
the great towns in England and Wales, and depute 
magiftrates, to govern as his lieutenants, and every 
corporation fhould hold their town in fee-farm, from 
him and his heirs at a certain rent, fome more, others 
lefle, according to the quality, &c. 

(s) Alfo that every corporation fliould chufe twa 
buTgefles to fit and vote with them, in parliament, 
tiicy knowing the ftate of every county, and the bur- 
gt&$ of the corporation (by which means, the bur- 
geffes being more in number than the kpights, might 
out-vote them, and vote for him) the knights med- 
led not therein at all, but were out-voted by thefe 
vaiflals and tenants to the king, they granting to him 
whatever he demanded, or elfe muft forfeit their 
charters : And he granted to them whatever they de- 
manded, &c. 

(t) The free-holders of England were reprefented 
in parliament, by their knights in their eleftion : 
And if the burgeffes were free-holders, then repre- 
fented in the fame knights. 

{y) But if the burgeffes were no free-holders then 
no power in England to make laws, or to fit in par- 
liament, to oat-vote the true reprefentative, which are 
the knights, efpecially reprefenting no body further 
then tfae will of the king, who was onely to confirm 
laws, but not to make them. 

King John had four confideratlons in making 
great towns corporations : 

1 To 
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1. To affume a prerogative. 

2. To raife vaft fums of mony. 

3. To divide the nation. 

4. To enflave bodies corporate, by being his vat 
fels and flaves. 

Charters are no laws, and nothing is binding that 
is not lawful, no laws are made but by parliament, 
read flat. 2. Edw. 3. 8. 



CHAP. ir. 

, l^iewcaflks jirjl charter. 

(a)"|T ING John, by his letters pattents, dated the 
IN. day of in the fourteenth yeer of his 

reign, and in the yeer of our Lord, 12 13, granted, 
demifed, and confirmed, to the honeft men of the 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, and to their heirs, his towa 
of Newcaftle upon Tyne, with all the appurtenance^, 
to fee-farm, for one hundred poilnds, to be rendred 
to the faid king and his heirs, at his Exchequer, 
(to wit.) at the feaft of eafter, fifty pounds, and at the 
feaft of St. Michael other fifty pounds ; faying to the 
faid king, the rents prizes, and affizes in the port of 
the faid town. Further he grants to them, and con- 
firmeth one hundred and ten fhillings and (ixpence 
of rent, which they have by the gift of the faid king, 
in the faid town, of efcheats, to be divided and af- 
figned to them, who loft their rents by occafion of a 
ditch or trench, and of the new Work made under 
the caftle, towards the river or water, fo that thereof 
they might have the more, that loft the more, and' 
they tha^t loft the lefTe, (hould have the lefle. He al- 
fo granted to them, for him and his heirs, that in 
nothing they fhould be anfwerable to the fiieriffe, 
nor to the conftable, for thofe things which belong » 
to them, as the faid charter teftifieth. Wherefore 
he willeth and firmly commandeth, that the faid 

men 
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men, and their heirs, may have and hold the famef 
town with its appurtenances to fee-farm, for 
the faid hundred pounds yecrly to be paid, as is 
aforefaid, well and in peace, freely^ quietly, and in- 
tirely, with all liberties and free cuftomes, which they 
were wont to have in the time of king Henry the 
a. father of the faid king John, as by the faid let-^ 
ters pattents appeareth. The faid king John was the 
caufe of burning Morpeth, the chief town in Nor- 
thumberland, and many more towns in Wales, be- 
caufe of the enmity between him and the family of 
the Bruces, who originally were planted in Wales. 
Wherefore the faid charter made by the faid king 
John, to the faid honeft men of Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, cannot be valid in. law, becaufe in the four- 
teenth yeer of his reign, he fubjeded himfelf to be a 
vaffal to the pope of Rome, as is aforefaid, and fof 
many other r^afons mentioned in the faid charter it- 
felf, confidered in themfelves. 

In this charter of king John, that he grants to the 
honeft men of Newcaftle upon Tyne, he mentions 
not the port of the river of Tyne, from Sparhawk, at 
Tynemouth-bar, upon the fea, to Hadwyn-ftreams, 
above Newburn, in Northumberland ; neither is there 
fo much as one fyllable, whereby the faid king grants 
to them the two third parts of the faid river, or any 
of the fifliing, between the faid places, &c. 



CHAP. III. 

(a)'17^ ING Henry the third being earneftly fup- 
j|\^ plicated by the good men of Newcaftle, to 
confirm king Johns charter, which was done upon 
the fecond day of July, in the year, of our Lord, 1 234* 
the faid king Henry did not inlarge their jurifdidion 
at all, but onely grants them the charter in the very 
fame words as king John had in his charter granted. 

(B)King 
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(b) King Henry the third, by his letters pattents, 
under the great feal of England, dated at Weftmin- 
Iler, the firft day of December, in the three and 
twentieth year of his reign, upon the good men of" 
Newcaftfes fupplicationi thought it fit, to give them 
licence to dig coals, and ftones, in the common foil 
of that town, without the walls thereof, in the place 
called Caftle-field and the Frith ; and from thence 
to draw and convert the:m unto their own profit, in 
aid of their faidr fee-farm rent of a lool. per annum, 
and the fame, as often as it fhould feem good unto 
them; the fame to endure during his pleafure; 
Which faid letters pattents were granted upon pay- 
ment of twenty fhillings into the hamper: Nothing 
tnore was given, neither lands, &c. but only to 
work the coals, during pleafure, for their own 
ufe. 

(c) Iting Henry the third was petitioned again 
by the fame honed men, for fo they were called 
by king Johns charters {probi homines :) That 
his majefty would- be gracioufly pleafed, to give 
them all the ftone and coals in a place called the 
Frith, adjoyning to the former, the better to enable 
them to pay their fee-farm rent, which alfo was 
granted, paying forty fhillings per annum, into 
the hamper, upon the eleventh of May, in the one 
and thirtieth year of his reign. All which coals 
and flones, have, do, and will amount to many 
thoufands of pounds, yet no land, above the faid 
coals was granted unto them. 



CHAP. IV- 

(a) "IT ING Edward the firft, in the nineteenth 

' JV. yeer of his reign, was fupplicated by the 

good m^rt of Newcaftle, to grant them a fum of 

. C money, 
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money, and a licence for the building of a wall 
round the town (on which wall, one of the mayors 
of Newcaltle was hanged) as by the record of the 
regiftery appears. That two third parts of the river 
of Tyne, from Sparhawk to Beadwyn-ftreams were 
in this kings hands. And for fuch lords as held 
any fiftiings on the fouth-fide of the faid river of 
Tyne, which went to the mid-ftream, they were 
meer intruders of one fixt part more then was their 
own, for whereas they were to have had but one 
third part, they claimed half. 

(b) And that this king gave licence, to build a 
wall about the town of Newcaftle, and gave mony 
towards this wall, which was not bellowed. 

(c) And that divers purpreflures were then in- 
croached upon, by the good men of the town of 
Newcaftle, upon the moat of the Newcaftle, built 
by William Rufus, adjoyning thereunto. And to 
the end that the then iheriffe of Northumberland 
might prefent thefe incroachments into the chan- 
cery, whereby to difcover their unjuft dealing and 
intrufion upon thp faid moat of the faid caftle, they 
the faid good men gave to him the faid ftieriffcy 
a gift or bribe of ten marks, that he might not 
vex them, as by the faid record more at large ap- 
pears, &c. 



CHAP. V. 



THE faid king Edward the third, by his letters 
pattents, dated at Weftminfter, the tenth day 
of May, in the one and thirtieth yeer of his reign, 
confirms all former charters, with an addition of 
his own, that he, for himfelf and his heirs, 
granted, demifcd, and confirmed unto his honeft 

men 
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men of the town of the Newcaftle upon Tytie, his 
town of Newcaftle, before called Manchefter, with 
all its appurtenances, for a hundred pound per 
annum, to be paid to the faid king, and his heirs, 
&c. Which he the faid king confirms to the faid 
men, and burgeffes, and to their heirs for ever. 
And becaufe, on the behalf of the faid burgeffes of 
the faid town, it was humbly fupplicated to the 
faid king, that whereas the laid moore and lands 
called Caflle-fields, and Caftle-moor, on the north- 
fide, of the faid town of Newcaftle, from a certain 
place called Ingler Dike, &c. as the fame are butted 
and bounded, &c. even to the faid town of New^ 
caftle, are the lands and foil of the faid town of 
Newcaftle belonging to the fame, beyond memory ; 
with all profits coming of the faid lands, moor, and 
foil, as by an inquifition thereof takenj and re- 
turned into the chancery appeareth. And albeit 
the faid burgeffes, and their predeceffots from the 
time they have had the faid town to farm, they 
have held the faid moor and land, as though it were 
appertaining to the faid town, and have always 
hitherto peaceably, and quietly had, and reaped all 
the profits coming of the faid moor and lands, yet the 
faid burgeffes, (now they are turned from honeft 

men, to burgeffes, the next will be to — ) for 

that there is no mention made of the faid moor and 
lands (albeit they be of , the appurtenances of the 
laid town) do fear, that they may be impeached 
afterwards, and for that the faid town, as well by 
reafon of the laft peftilence at that time^ as by the 
hazards of wars, and divers other adv^rfities, was 
fo impoverilhed, and deftitute of men, that the 
profits of the faid town fufficed not for the payment 
of the faid farm, (as they then pretended.) The 
faid king being willing to provide for their in- 
dempi^ity in that behalf, and for him, and his heirs > 
granted, that they and their heirs might have and ^ ' 
bold the fame moor and foil, as if it were apper- 

C 2 taining 
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taining to the faid town, with all profits oiit of the 
fame, &c. And that they the faid burgeffcs, and their 
heirs, in the faid moor and lands, may dig, and 
may have coal, flait, and ftone there ; and from 
thence may draw them, and may make their profit of 
the faid coals, flait, and ftone^:,' and other profits 
coming out of the faid moor and lands, in aid of the 
payment of their faid fee-farm, without impeach- 
ment, &c. As by the faid letters pattents, (made 
by the king' himfelf, and his council, and by the 
fine of forty (hillings paid in the hamper) more at 
large appeareth. 

By thefe lafl mentioned letters pattents, the bur- 
geffes of Newcaftle can challenge no title in the faid 
Caftie-moor, and Caftle-field, becaufe the faid let- 
ters pattents are contrary in themfelves. This is 
the firft claim the faid burgeffes lay to the Caftle^ 
moor, being a quantity of eight hundred and fifty 
acres of ground, befides pafture for all their kine, 
and coals for all their fuel, which jare gotten updn 
the faid Caftle-moor. 



CHAP, VI. 

KING Richard the fecoUd, by his charter, da^ 
ted the ninth day of April, in the firft year of 
his reign, 1378, confirms all the former charters, and 
grants to the town of Newcaftle, the fame privi- 
ledge as granted before, in ^iging of coals, flait, and 
ftone, in Caftle-field, and Caftle-moor, but doth riot 
^'rant the (land) onely the coals, flait^ and ftohe, 
for the towns beft advantage, 



CHAP, 



KING HENRIE THE FOURTHS CHARTER. 



CHAP. VII. 

KING Henry the fourth, being humbly peti- 
tinned by the burgeffes of Newcaftle, that his 
highnefle would be gracioufly pleafed, to divide the 
town and corporation, frbm the county of Northum- 
berland, and to grant them a fheriflFe, with more 
liberties and immunities, which was granted ; that 
the corporation of Newcaftle fhall be a diftinft 
county of itfelf, dif-joyned from the county of 
Northumberland, and not to meddle in the faid new 
county, as by the charter more at large appears, 
upon record, in the tower of London, 7 Ed. 6. lo, 
I. Mary 3. 

This was a preparative for the town of Gates- 
head, &c 



CHAP. VIII. 

(a) ^^UEEN Elizabeth obtained a leafe from 
V^ the late bifliop of Durham, dated the 26. 

of April, in the 24. year of her reign, 1582. of all 
the whole mannors of Gates-head an4 Wickham, 
and all the coal-pits, and coal-mines within the faid 
mannors of Gatcs-head ai^d Wickham aforefaid, and 
in all the common waftsj and parks belonging to the 
faid mannors, at the rent of ninety pounds, per an- 
num, or thereabouts, for ninety nine yeers, which 
the earle of Leicefter procured from the faid queen, 
and fold, or gave the fame to Sutton of the charter- 
houfe, who for twelve thoufand pounds, as is report- 
ed, fold the fame to the mayor and burgeffes of New- 

caftle* 
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♦ It 18 COP- caftle,* but when be underftood the yearly value, 
^^•^^1' r*^^* which was worth at leaft fifty thoufand pounds per* 
void, by rea- ^nnum, attefted by doftor Cradock, forae-times arch- 
fon 'the cor- deacou of Northumberland, deceafed, this leafe be- 
poration for- ing called the grand leafe, was granted to fir WiU 
felted it, be- liam Readal, and others, for the ufe of the mayor 
ed^a^alnftt^^ and burgeffes, and free honeft men, and' expires the 
parh^ment, ^6. of April, which fhall be in the year of our Lord, 
&c. i68i. as appears in the ii. chap. (I.) 7. JEdw, 

6. io» 



CHAP. IX. 

(a)/^UEEN Elizabeth requires the great ar- 
V^ rear, of two-pence per chaldron, which was 
granted to king Henry the fifth, as cuftome, by the 
parliament, as appears by that ftatute, chapter the 
tenth, ninth year, which was negledted to be paid 
unto the crown, by the mayor and burgeffes, for 
many years together, infomuch as they were not able 
to pay the fame, but humbly befeeched thofe arrears 
may be forgiven, by reafon of their inability : And 
to gr^nt them a charter to incorporate a new frater- 
* Chap. 25. n^ity or brother-hood tp be called- free * hoft-men, 
for the felling and vending of all coals to fhipping ; 
and in confideration thereof, they would pay to her 
majefty, and her fucceffors, twelve pence for every 
chalder, exported from thenceforth, to the free pec- 
pie of this nation. The queen conceiving that twelve-, 
pence upon every chalder wolild be better for the 
future, and well paid, would rife to a greater reve- 
new then the two-pence fo long in arrear could en- 
damage, which was granted, upon condition fpecifi'ed 
in that grant, remaining in the exchequer, witli 
many feals to it; that they fhould fell all coals to 
mafters of fhips : At this day the fitters reckon with 

tb§ 
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the mafters for fo much a chalder, as eleven fliil- 
lings, for fo many as is conceived to be aboard the 
fhip, and then he goeth with the mafter to reckon, 
which the faid mafters payes the one billing per 
chalder cuftome, being allowed in his hand, the 
mafter conceives he doth not pay it further then be- 
ing left in his hand by the fitter ; but if the mafters 
will look upon that leafe, they will find they are to ' 

have the beft coals for ten fhillings, and the worft for 
nine fhillings the chaldron, at moft, and now they 
pay eleven Shillings, by which means the one ftiilling 
per chaldron is paid by the mafter, and not by the 
hoft-man, and fo falls upon the whole nations back. 
I refer you further to the leafe, for if the mafter 
buy dear, he muft needs fell dear. 

(b) By the fame fallacy they wronged the king of 
his ciiftomes, 9. Hen. 5. lo, which plainly appears 
in that ftatute, if you pleafe to read it ; the lame, 
they have to cheat the queen and her fucceflbrs for 
the twelve-pence per chaldron. 



CHAP. X. 

(a) ^^^UEEN Elizabeth being humbly intreat- 
V^ ed, by the mayor, and burgefles of New- 

caftle, that her majefty would be gracioufly pleafed 
to grant them a charter of liberties, concerning fea- 
jurifdiftion, and of admiralty in that port (to wit.) 
between Sparhawk, in the fea, and Hadwyn ftreams, 
being fourteen miles in length, for the advance of 
the eftate of that town, which alfo was granted as 
follows. 

(b) The queen by her letters pattents, dated the 
thirtieth day of Auguft, in the one and thirtieth 
year of her reign, touching the office of the high ad- 
miralty 
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This ftittite mirialty of the river of Tyne, and port of Newcaftfe^y 
ofz.Edw. 3. grants the reverfion to the mayor and burgeffes of 
this^charter Newcaftle, by reafon it was granted under the great 
byreafonitisfeal of England, bearing date the fifth of February, 
againft right. 1522, unto Charles lord Howard of Effingham, 
amongft other things, in his faid pattent, in the of- 
fice of lord high admiral of England, &c, for life, 
who out-lived the queen, and dyed, 26. January, in 
the fixteenth year of king James, the mayor and 
burgeffes pretending they had right thereunto, from 
king Henry the fixth, which if they had, was extin- 
guifhed upon the queens grant to the high admiral, 
&c. and by this grant of hers to Newcaftle, flie one- 
ly grants what is in her to grant, which is onely the 
reverfion after the furrender, forfeiture, or death of 
the aforefaid lord high adtniral, but fhe dying before 
the lord high admiral, it is conceived her grant is 
void. And it was never fince confirmed by any other 
to the faid mayor and burgeffes ; for king James up- 
on the 28. of June, in the fixteenth year of his reign, 
two dayes after the lord high admiral died. The 
commiffion, or letters pattents of the admiralty of 
. England, was conferred upon the duke of Bucking- 
ham, fo that Newcaftle by this change hath but a 
flender pretence of right to the admiralty of that 
part of Newcaftle. 
At " (c) The fafd corporation humbly befeecheth her 
pcddon/* grace, to increafe, inrich,' inlarge, and eftablifli (as 
much as in her lay) their authorities and jurifdiflion 
in fea-bufineffes, with larger priviledges, exemptions, 
liberties and immunities, and thofe being called by 
various names, to eftablifli into a certain body, and 
reduce and create the name of the incorporation, 
upon which petition, the queen made the town and 
corporation of Newcaftle, a free town, in thefe words. 
(D)That the burgeffes and inhabitants of the faid 
town from henceforward for ever, fliall be one body 
'\ corporated, or body politick, in fubftance, faft, and 

" nanie, by name of a mayor and burgeffes. And that 

by 
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by that name, they may have perpetuat fucceffion, *Newcaftte 
And perfons able in law, capable to have, purchafe, J"co'*po'^a^«d. 
receive, and pofTeffe, landsy * tenements, liberties, landg!^"*^ See^ 
jurifdidions, franchifcs, and heriditaments, of what flat. 15 Rich, 
kind, nature, or form foever they (hall be, to them 2. 5. 
and their fucceflbrs in fee and perpetuity ; and to 
affign them over by the name aforefaid. -And by f^^^"^'?"^^^ 
the fame name to implead or fue, and be fued, anfwcr, name. See 
or to be anfwered, defend, or be defended in any Edw. 3. 6. 
court of record. 

(t) And to have a common feal for their caufes 
and bufmeflfes, and to break and change the fame at 
their pleafure. 

(f) Likewife, flie confirms by the faid charter, to Confirms all 
the faid major and burgeffes, and their fucceflbrs, f^**""^*^ ^'l^^^* 
that they onely of the faid town, with its members *^*' 

and appurtenances, and alfo that they may have all 
the fame cuftomes, liberties, priviledges, franchifes, 
immunities, exemptions, quittances and jurifdictions, 
how many, and how much foever hath been granted 
by former kings, by what name or names foever, or 
by what pretence they have or do enjoy or claim the 
fame. 1 o have and to hold, and to be holden of the 
faid queen, in fee-farm &c. 

(g) Alfo grants by the faid charter unto the mayor 
and burgeffes and their fucceffors, full authority, 
power, and faculty of mittigamus. conftituting, or- 
daining, making and eftablifning. from time to time, 

fuch la\^s, • inftitute judgments, ordinances and * Making 
conftituuons, according to their found di)cretion,^^^®> ^^^ ^^a*» 
being good, wholefome, and neceffary for the pub- *^* ^' 
lick good and weal,^ and common profit, and good 
rule of the faid town. 

(a) The mayor and burgeffes, have power 
hereby to inflid punifliments, pains, penalties, and 
imprifonments* of bodies, (and by fines, or amer- *To punifli 
ciaments, may levy, and have to them, and their offenders. See 
fucceffors without calumny or impeachment) re- ^' ^^^* 
quiring all perfoas to yeeld obedience to fuch lawa, ComRiandiug 

D &C, obedience. 
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&c. provided thofe laws, ordinances, inftitution^, 
and fuch like cuftomes, be not repugnant to the 
laws and ftatutes of England. 

(i) Alfo that the grants, which the faid town of 
Sparhawk Newcaltle, and the circuits, precinfts, and jurif- 
andHeadwyn diftions thereof, to ftand as well in breadth, as 
Uberde/^^^'^ length, as well by land, as by water, as was ac- 
cuftomed before the memory of man, as they were 
wont to extend themfelves, and in the river of 
Tyne, from a place called Sparhawk, in the fea, to 
Headwyn dreams, feven miles above Newcaftle- 
bridge. And to pull down all walls, hedges, and 
blocks, ofFenfive; &c, 
1^ (k) And further, by the faid letters pattents, the 

the *office of ^^^^^ ^^^^ grant unto the faid mayor and burgeffes, 
high admi- upon the furrender of the fame, letters pattents of 
ralty. the fame high admiral of England, by death, for- 

feiture, furrender, or other means, to become void 
for ever. And may have and hold within the faid 
town, one court of admiralty of record, every 
munday throughout the yeer ; in which court. 
Keeping the mayor, or recorder to be one: And to begin 
courts. upon the vacancy of the faid office, to hold by 

plaint, in the fame court to be levied, all, and all 
manner of pleas, fuits, plaints, and demands. For 
which debts, contrafts, covenants, trefpaffes and 
deceits, matters, and offences whatfoever, to the 
faid court of admiralty belonging, and .to hold 
court of pleas according to the laws and iuftomes 
of the faid court of admiralty of England, and 
other legal wayes and means; whereby the truth 
Punifhment. ^^^^y ^{^^ better be known with power of any 
Edw ^\^ temporall conftraint * or mulQ:, or any other pain, 
according to the laws and cuftomes of the faid late 
queens court of admiralty of England, to be com- 
pelled, or to do, and adminifter judgment, the 
order of law bein^ kept. 
LawsofEng. (^) ^*^^ Hkewife fhe ordains juftices of the peace, 
land executed' to 9oi]iferve the peace in the faid toy^n and port, for 

the 
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the putting in execution the ftatutes and ordinances 

made at Weftminfter, in the eighteenth yeer of 

king Edward the third, concerning forellalling of 

merchandizes upon the water, or upon the fea. 

And the thirteenth of Edward the firft, the five and 

fortieth of Edward the third, the thirteenth of 

Richard the fecond, and feventh of Henry the 

fourth, and Henry the fixth, the four and thirtieth Fore-ftalling. 

of Henry the eighth, and the fifth and fixth of See chap 50. 

Edward th^ fixth ftatutes, at Weftminfter, againft ^ ^9- 5» 48. 

regrators, fore-ftallers, and ingroqers, to enquire 

after fuch offenders againft the laws and ftatutes 

aforefaid, to hear and determine fuch like indid-i 

ments aijid puniftiments. 

(m) That the fergeant at mace, all juries, pan- Officers to do 
nels, inquifitions, attachments, precepts, mandates, their duty. 
warrants, judgments, fentences» proceffes, or other ^^^ ^"^P 3^» 
things whatfoever to do, far the difpatching thereof. "* 

(n) The queen gives further power unto the 
mayor, to choofe ail officers in the faid court what- 
foever, to remove and expell them, as they fhall 
fee caufe, according to law and equity. 

(o) That the mayor, recorder, and aldermen, Seechap ,^0. 
three, or more of them, whereof the mayor, or b. chap. 29. 
recorder to be one of them, may have for every ^ 
acknowledgment of all and fingular fuch like pleas, [j^^^^^^^,^^^^^ 
plaints, fuits, and demands of debts, and other ^^fck, '&c.. 
fea-bufinefles and offences, and alfo diffeizing of all view of dead 
wrecks* at fea or port, happening, and of the bodies, mur- 
death, drowning and viev/ing of all dead bodies of thenng, 
what perfdns foever, which in the faid town and /^^"^"S* 
port, howfoever flain or drowned, or to be flain, 
drowned, or murthereJ, or brought to death by 
any other means. 

(p) Alfo the cuftody and confervation of the , 
ftatutes, the wreck at fea, and of the office oi q^^^^^^^^^^ 
coroners* in the third and fourth year of king *Seech. 4R. 
Edward the firft, and to punifli delinquents, accord- a. 29. 49. a. 
ing to law. 

• D 2 ' (O The 
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((i) The mayor of the fame town for ever, hath 
hereby power to receive acknowledgments, for 
any caufe whatfoever, in the admiralty court de- 
terminable, and to record and enrole the faid re- 
To fine and cognizance, to releafe, cancel, leffen, and qualifie, 
qnpi''ie at their pleafure, according to law. Alfo to demand 

S^ftat. 25. execution, according to the manner of the faid 

high court of the admiralty of England. 
All fines for (r) I'he faid queen doth give and grant, by the 
their own ufe faid letters pattents, unto the faid mayor and burgef- 
q ^^^h"* ^^^' ^^^ ^^^^^ fucceffors, all, and fingular fines, re- 
a^IkT. ^^ demptions, iffues, amerciaments, forfeitures, perqui- 
fites, and profits whatfoever appearing, happening, 
coming, affeffed, impofed, or taxed, or then after to 
be upon any by the aforeiiaid court, for their own pro- 
per ufe and behoof, without any account to the faid 
queen, or her heirs, to be ' levied fo foon as ever it 
mall be adjudged by them, without any unquietnefle, 
vexation, or trouble of the faid queen, her heirs and 
fucceffors, juftices, or other minifters, or fubjefts 
whatfoever. 

• T li n (^^ ^^^^ ^^ h^we all manner of fuch like goods and 
profits and ^ chattels, weifis, wrecks * of the fea, goods floating 
wrecks. or fwimming upon the water, and driven to the 

* See c. 30. fhoar*, funk to the bottom, and goods due, to more 
A. 29. D. by proportion, treafure found, felons of themfelves, 
^tat.^ 17. . dgodands, and other cafualties, as well upon as by 
To have all ^^e fea or Chores, and maritine parts, as upon or by 
felons goodsy the frefh water, howfoever, whenfoever, or wherefo- 
&c,Secchap ever, or in what manner appearing, happening, or 
1^' ^' ^ . coming, which to the admiralty of England doth be- 
2.''i6/^ long. 

•RoyalfiOies. (t) And aU royal fifhes, fturgeonsf, whales, por- 
Stat. 17. Ed. poyles, dolphins, rigoferes, and grampefes. 
"• ^*- (v)That the faid queen willed,' that the mayor, 

Juftices of recorder and aldermea, fo^ the time being, three or 
goal delivery, more of them, whereof the mayor or recorder to be 
one. from time to time ever hereafter, to be juftices 
at the goal delivery, and to deliver out of prifon in the 

" fame. 
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fame, committed to the fame goal, for what caufe fo- 
ever. 

(\v) That they may ereft gallows within the liberty Gallows and 
of the faid town, for felons, murtherers, and other to hang them, 
malefaftors whatfoever, within the town or port, and 
to commit them to the goal, till they be from thence 
delivered, by due courfe of law. See chap. 53. (a.) 

(y) All which of her fpecial favour, fhe grants 
without jfine into the hamper. Dated at Weftmin- 
fter, the 30. of Au^uft, in the 31. year of her reign. It 
is conceived this is voyd, by reafon granted without 
any confideratioh into the hamper. 



CHAP. XI. 



A, brief of the privileges^ contained in the charter of 
liberties^ granted by queen Elizabeth^ to the mayor 
and burgejfes of the town of the Newcajile upon TynCy 
the 2 2th. of March J in the /^ith* year of her reign. 
AsfoUoweth. 

The twelve companies of Newcaftle be as follow. 



CORDWINDERS, 

BUTCHERS, 

TAYLORS, 

FULLERS, 

DRAPERS, 

MERCERS, 



SKINNERS, 

CORN-MERCHANTS, 

TANNERS, 

SADLERS, 

BAKERS, 

SMITHS. 



I finde not brewers nor carpenters. Obfcrr. 

(a)T^HAT the town of Newcaftle is an ancient 
X town, and that they have had laws, jurifdic- 
tions, &c. and that the faid town hath fuffered no 
finall lofs, by reafon of divers diflFerences, &c. fol. i. 
concerning the manner of loading and unloading fea* 

coals. 
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coak, at the fame town, fo. 2. whereupon the faid 
mayor and burgeffes humbly petitioned the faid late 
queen, for the better maintenance and government of 
the faid town, that fhe would vouchfafe to amplifie her 
munificence and favor towards* the faid town. fo. 2. 

(b) The faid queen, for her and her fucceffors, 
grants to the faid mayor and burgeffes, and to their 
fucceffors, that they only of the faid town with its 
members, fliall have and enjoy, all the cuftoms, li- 
berties, &c. which were granted to their fucceffors, 
by feveral charters, fo. 3. which the honeft men- of 
the Newcaftle upon Tyne, &c. by pretence of what 
corporation foever, they held and enjoyed, fo. 4, 5, 
to have, hold, and enjoy, the faid town, and all 
cuftoms, &€. fo. 5. to the faid mayor and burgeffes, 
and their fucceffors, to their ufe for ever, to be hol- 
den in fee-farm ; rendring the antient fee-farm of 
I col. at michaelmas onely, fo. 6. and that they may 
have all fuch liberties, cuftoms, &c. without the let 
of any one,» he. fo. 7. 
Choyce ofthe (c) The faid queen granteth, that the mayor, ten 
mayor and o- aldermen, and fheriff of the faid town, &c. and 
ther officers. Q^her four and twenty of the more difcreet and ho- 
nefter burgeffes ofthe faid town, &c. may chufe the 
mayor, and other officers of the faid town, within 
fiv€ daies, after the choyfe and oath taken l?y the 
mayor, fo. 7. 8. which faid mayor, and the other 
twenty four burgeffes, in all thirty fix, (hall be at all 
times then after, the common council of the faid 
Power to town ; fo. 9. and fhall have power in making laws, 
^em^feirsnot ^^- f^' ^o. for the good government of the faid 
repugnant to town, &c. fo. IT. and for the good government of 
the laws of the markets and fairs, within the faid town and limits 
England. thereof, &c. and for the declaration by what means 
wiUouiTX'^ the minifters, officers, and artificers of the faid town, 
limits. ^^^ ^heir faftors, fervant«, and apprentices in their 

trades, &c. fo. 12. and alfo for their better preferva- 
tion, Jetting and fetting pf their lands tenements, &c. 
And that the mayor, and common council of the faid 

town. 
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town, or the greater part of them, whereof we will To punlfh of- 
the mayor and fix aldermen, thirteen being, feven to fcndersagamft 
be, &c. as often as they Ihall make fuch laws, &c. and "^ ^^^* 
fuch pains, punifhments, penalties, or imprifonmcrtt 
of bodies, or by fines, &c. fo. 14. upon all delin- 
quents, contrary to fuch laws, &c. as fliall be necef- 
fary for keeping, fo. 15. of thefaid laws, &c. and to 
have and 'retain the faid fines, &c. to their own ufe, 
&c. fo. 1 6, fo that the fame laws, &c. be not repug- 
nant to the laws of the kingdom of England*, fo, 17. ^^ ^*** '9- 

(d) And further, the faid late queen granteth, that ^"* ''' '^^ 
the eleftion of the mayor, recorder, aldermen, com- 
nion council and all other officers and minifters, to ^jj m^r^ 
be chofen, &c. (hall in every year be upon monday ^crifF, and o- 
next, after michaelmas day, fo. 18. honeft men and ther officers, 
burgefles of the twelve focieties, lawfully chofen ^^ what time. 
in the accuftomed place, to wit, drapers, mercers, 
&c. fo. 19. and that they name and prefent two ho- 
neft men of every myftery, &c. being twenty four in 
number, being fworn that they, or the greateft part 
of them, fhall chufe and name the mayor, fo. 21. the 
22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. leaves, are concerning the 
chufing of the mayor the fheriflF, of two coroners. The port be- 
one clerk of the chamber, who (hall adminifter an ^°"?^ '^ ^^^ 
oath to the marriners and matters of (hips at the port ^^ t^e^totn"' 
of Newcaftle ; and in the fame manner, and the Oathtonjailer 
fame day yearly, may name eight other burgeflfes, of fliips. 
&c. fo. 28. to be chamberlains of the fame town, 
and one fword-bearer before the mayor, and eight 
fo. 29. ferjeants of the mace, and one recorder; fo. 
3 i.and there (hall be twenty four eleftors for one year; 
fo- 31. 32. new eledion of alderman, dying or being 
depofedj fo. n^T^. and the alderman, newly chofen, 
(hall be alderman during life, fo. 34. Officers cho- Officers for 
fen by the mayor under their common feal, (hall be life. 
admitted to their places, fo, 35. 36. 37. To fine rp r r 
fuch as refufe to hold their places upon eleftion, fo. r c^ "" 
38. the laid fine not to exceed 200 marks, to. 39.- 
40. 41. The like for the (heriff, fo. 42. 43. 44. 

45- 46. 
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45. 46. or if any officer (fave the recorder) die with-' 
in the year, then to chufe another, fo. 47. 48. 49- 
" And it the recorder die within one year next after his 
eleftioD, or be removed from, or leave his office, &c- 
then to choofe another fit perfon, learned in the laws. 
The recorder albeit not a burgefs, in hts place, &c. fo. 49. 50. 51. 
no burgefs. j^^ jf ^j^^ mayor of the faid town be depofed, remo- 
ved, or die, then to chufe another within twenty daies, 
&c. fo. 51. 52. The like for the fheriflf, &e. fo. 53. 
Every officers ^^^ William Jenniibn named firft mayor, to. 55. Si^* 
Bame. John Savel one of the barons of the exchequer, firft 

and modern recorder, fo. ^y. William Selby, &c. and 
nine others are made the firft and modern aldermen^ 
fo, 58. James Clavering appointed firfl, and the 
Fromtlie 18. modern fheriff, &c. fo. 59. the faid William Jenni- 
leaf to the 65. ^^^^ mayor, and thirty five perfons more, are ap- 
ingtheoffictrs poi^ted to be the firfl and modern common council- 
ofNcwcaftle. men, &c. fo. 60. 61. Matthew Chapman, and Row- 
land Tempeft are appointed to be firfl, and the mo- 
dern coroners, &c. to, 62. George Dent appointed 
firfl clerk of the chamber, fo. 62. Francis Burrel and 
feven others, appointed to be the firfl and the modern 
chamberlains of the faid town, fo. 63. George Still 
appointed fword bearer, fo. 6^. George Selby, and 
feven other perfons appointed to be the firfl fer- 
jeants at mace, &c. fo, 63* 
TohoMcourts (e) The faid queen, grants to the faid mayor and 
of record, burgeffes, and their fuccefTors, for ever, that they 
ec p.42.q. ^^y YiqI^ one court of record, in Guilde-hall, before 
the mayor, upon munday in every week, through the 
year, except in the weeks of chriflmas, eafler, and 
penticofl, &c. fo. 65. and another court, upon wed- 
nefdaies and fridaies in every week, throughout the 
year, except in the feveral weeks aforefaid ; and all 
pleas of debts, covenants, detainer, trelpalles &c. fo. 
66. 67. and pleas ot court, of pi powder, &c. fo 68. 
- and courts of the upper-bench, juflices of the bench, 
and juflices of affize, before the laid mayor, fo. 69. 
70. And that the mayor and buigefTes in the court, 

to 



QUEEN ELIZABETHS CHARTER* 2^ 

to be holden before the mayor, and in the court, to 
be holden before the fheriff, and their fucceflbrs, 
in all and fingular fuits,^ &c. may attatch the parties 
defendants in the fame iuits, &c. fo.' 71. in their 
lands and goods, and commit them to their prifon, 
called newgate, &c. fo. 72. 73, 

The mayor, the ten aldermen, and recorder of the , 
faid town, for eyer, to be joyntly, and feverally Confervatora 
keepers of the peace, &c. within the faid town, &c. o£ the peace, 
and to chaftife and punifn malefaftors, hc. fo. 73. ^^^^' 37- 

74. 75. y6. To enquire of 

And further, that they, the 12, 11, ro, 9, 8, 7, 6, all mifdemea- 
5, 4, or 3 of them, whereof the mayor to be one, norstothelaw 
be juftices of the faid late queen, her heirs and fuc- ^o^eftallers, 
cefTors, to enquire upon oath, &c. fo. 76. of ^'1 #^^'ee°ftat c! 
murders, &c. foreftallers*, regrators, &c. and of^, £d. 6. 15! 
all other matters whatfoever done, or committed, 
&c. fo. 77. 78. 79. fo that the keepers of the peace 
in Northumberland and Durham, do not enter for 
any matter of peace, &c. to be ended and deter- 
mined, in the faid town of Newcaftle, fo. 80. 

(f) The queen grants to the faid mayor and Reafonablc 
burgeffes, and their fucceflbrs, that they may, as taxation of 
often as need fhall require, impofe, &c. fines*, ^^^^* ^c. for 
penalties, taxations, cuftoms, &c. for the P^blick V'lJj^^J^^ ^^^^• 
ufe of the mayor and burgeffes of the faid tpwn, -^^^ 2. 6.' 

to be kept in their common, chamber, and to be 
expended for their publick ufe, fo. 81. or by their 
officers^ from time to. time to be levied, fuch as 
before time, were lawfully taxed and impofed, &c. 
and that the faid mayor, &c. may ufe all the means 
they can, to levy and gather the fame, fo. 82. 

(g) Ihe queens pleafure further was, that the *p^^^ ^^^*^^- 
mayor, recorder, and aldermen of the faid town, or \^^^^^l ^°] 
five, or more of them, whereof the mayor to be See flat. 3.H. 
one, be juftices for gaol deliveries, '&c. fo. 83. and 7 i. 

that the coroners * of the faid town (hall deliver '^«wn moor is 
all juries, inquifitions, pannel attatchments, &c. and j^^^^^^^^g ^ ^{^ 
make return of them to the mayor, &c. in all their liberty to get 

E gaol coals. 
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They have no gaol deliveries, &c. fo. 84. and do execute the 
other libetties pyg^gp^gQ^j-l^g mayor, &c. ill fuch manner, as any 
^^jj^^^f^j^g^ flieriffe of England was accuftomed to doj at the 
town. ' gaoi deliveries, for their feveral counties ; and that 

Quere, what the faid mayor, recorder, and aldermen may, fo. 85. 
interefl: they. g^^Q- gallo,ws within the Hberties of the faid town, 
Imve m the ^^ ^ felons, &c. And that the faid mayor, re- 

poit, foriiex- J ° I , J ' n r Z 

tends ftvni * corder, and aldermen, or five, or more of them, 
miles above, may take and arreft what felons, theeves, and male- 
and leven fadors foever, within the town and port of New- 
^^^^o^n^of ^^^'^' ^^^ P^^^ aforefaid, or the precinft, or li- 
Newcaftle, berties of them, are. found, &c. and may bring 
which is fur- them to prifon there, fo. 86. 
therthentheir (^h) The faid queen gives licence to William 
right of inhe- Reddel, and to fix others, and to what fubjefts, or 
ct^h"^^ *^ " f^hjed whatfoever, of the faid late queen, her heirs 
Queen EHza- and fucceflbrs, affign or afligns, tenants, or farmers, 
bcth her leafc fo. 87. of the mannor of Gates-fide, and Wickham, 
of the manor ^y^i^h their appurtenances, in the county of Durham, 
° dW'^ kham '^y vertue of a leafe to the laid queen, made (amongfl 
made to W. Others) by Richard, late bifhop of Durham, by his 
Rcddel, and indenture, dated the 26. of April, in the 24. year of 
others ill tru(i, her reign, 1582. for ninety nine years from the 
^^d^h^'^^F'^ making thereof; and that the faid affign or affigns, 
of Newca^iUe^ tenants, farmers, fo. 88. of the premifes fo demifed, 
for the time' and their furvivors. The faid mannors,' or lord- 
beingSeeftat. fhips of Gates-fide and Wickham, with their ap- 
7. Ed. 6. 10. purtenances, may ^rant andaffigti, to the faid mayor 
concern^n^ and burgeffes, and to their fucceflbrs, for the re- 
the itat. of fidue of the years then to come ; and to the mayor 
mortJ whe- and burgefles of the faid town, and to their fuc- 
ther the leafe ceflbrs, that the faid mannors, and lordfhips of 
^^^^^ '^ ^^^j^. Gates-fide, fo. 89. apd Wickham aforefaid, with 
^, I 'their appurtenances, may have, and hold, during 

the refidue of the years then to come, the faid queen, 
for her, her. heirs, ' and fucceflbrs, gave fpecial 
licence, notwithfl:anding the ftatute of mortmain* 
or any other ftatute, &c. fo. 90. 

(i) The 
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(i) The queen pardoneth and releafeth, to the 
faid mayor, and burgefles, and to their fucceflbrs, 
and to every fubjeft and fubjefts whatfoever, &c. 
All, and all manner of pains, penahies, forfeitures, 
and fums of money, and all other charges what- 
foever to the faid queen, or to any her progenitors, "" 
fo. 91. theretofore forfeited, by vertue of an aft of 
parliament, of king Henry the fifth, at Weftminfter^ 
ia the ninth year of his reign, onely publiflied for 
the affurcment of keels, by parliament commiffioners 
affigiied, or by pretence of another ad of parlia- 
ment, begun at Weftminfter, in the one and twen- 
tieth year of king Henry the eighth, fo. 92. intituled. 
An ad concerning Newcaftle, and the port there^ 
for the loading or unloading of any merchants 

floods, within this kingdome, or elfewhere, to be 
old fi-ora any fhip or Ihips, or other veffels, in or at 
any place or places, within the port and river of 
Tyne, between Spar hawk, fo. 93. and Hadwyn 
ftreams, but only at the faid town of Newcaftle, and ^^^ ^^" ^ 
not elfewhere, under pains and forfeitures, in the whetl^riherc 
faid ad, contained and fpecified. And by vertue be fuch a pe- 
of another ad of parliament, at Weftminfter afore- nalty or not? 
laid, the three and twentieth of January, in the becaufe the 
firft year of the late queen Elizabeth, intituled, An J^/^^^^'"' 
ad, limiting the times of expofing upon land-mer- 
chandizes, from parts beyond the feas, and con- 
cerning cuftomes and fweet wines, and thpre it was 
enaded, amongft others, for and concerning, fo. 
94. the loading or unloading in, or from any fhip, 
or other veffel, any goods, wares, or merchandizes, 
againft the faid ad, &c. or to the late queen, due, 
and forfeited, by vertue of the faid ads, and all the 
goods, and chattels, lands, and tenements of the 
faid mayor, and burgeffes, &c. being the aforefai4 
peoalties and forfeitures, &c. fo. 95. 



E % i^<?w 
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Notv follbweih ihe charter of the free-hoajl-men of 

Newcajlle. 

(k) T^ yrOREOVER the queen grants, to the faid 
1 V A niayor, and burgefles, and to every 
fubjeft, and fubjefts of hers, her heirs, and fuc- 
ceffors, inhabitants, and burgeffes of the' faid town, 
commonly called hoaft-men, in every feafon fitting, 
and hours accuftomed, the cuftomes and fubfidies, 
and other profits, to the faid queen, her heirs and 
fucceflbrs, due to be paid, and to the cuftomers, 
and fo. 96. colleftors of the faid queen and fuc- 
ceffors, agreeing thereupon to be charged or dif- 
charged, (hipped or unftiipped, pit-coals, grind- 
ftones, rub-Itones, and whet-ltones, near Newcaftle, 
&c. fuch fhip, veflel, &c. was of fuch a capacity, 
or for any other reafonable. caufe, that they could 
not fitly apply to Newcaftle, that then, in fuch 
cafe, the mayor and burgeffes of the faid town, as 
their fervants, &c. fo. 97. might and may, load, 
and unload, fuch (hip and (hips, veffel, and veffels, 
with coals and ftones abovefaid, in their port, be- 
tween Sparhawk and Newcaftle, being diftant by 
eftimation not above feven miles. And further the 
queen willeth; fo. 98. and commandeth the faid 
mayor and burgeffes, &c. and their fucceffors, and 
every fubjefl: and fubjedls of her, her heirs and 
fucceffors, inhabitants ot the faid town, called 
hoaft-men, that they, the fame ftiips being of fuch a 
capacity, that they cannot ritly fail to the town of 
Newcaftle, to charge and difcharge themfelves, of 
coals and ftones, fo. 99. fo nigh iNewcaftle, as con- 
100 (hllli'ngs veniently may be done, without fraud, &c. and 
fqr every fhip that under the pain of one hundred fhillings, to be 
or vefTcl. levied for the queens ufe, her heirs and fucceffors, 
to be forfeited for every fhip or veffel, fo charged 
or difcharged, contrary to the true intention, men- 
tioned in the faid letters pattents, and for that the 

queen 
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qaeen willeth, that the mayor, burgeffes, and inha- 
bitants, of the faid town, &c. fo. loo* being bur- 
geffes, may ferve the queen and her fucceflbrs with 
more commendable fervice, and 'may fiirnifh the 
queen, &c. with mariners, more cheerfully in our 
greateft wars, as we have heard they have done in 
times pall; and for that the faid to^wn hath been a 
faithful fortreffe, and defence, fighting againfl the 
rebels in times part, and hath behaved itfelf moft 
dutifully to us, and to our progenitors, &c. fo. loi. 
refilling the faid rebels. The queen therefore giveth 
and grameth to the mayor, burgefles, and their fuc- 
ceffors, all the felons goods, unto themfelves, and 
of fugitives, convi£ied and attainted, and of out-law- oQ^jg^^^ant- 
ed perfons, &c. fo 102. ed. 

(l) And whereas the town of the Newcaftle upon j^^j^j^ ^ ^g. 
Tyne, is a town of merchants, a mart or market of bel they took 
great fame, and fluffed with a multitude of merchants, in the 29. 
dwelling therein, and of others, as well home-bred y^^r of king 
thither flowing, and there expefting their trade of r^^Y^j^ijfi^ 
merchanting, and thereupon it is necefTary, to order Th,Moor,to 
and eftabliffi, a certain order, within the faid town, maintain the 
fo. 1 03. and the fpeedy recovery of debts to merchants, poplfh religi- 
&c. due according to the.flatuteof AftonBurnel, &c. ^ ^^^^ ^^* 
The queen granteth, fo. 104. to the mayor and bur- (^^^i^J^^^ 
geflfes, and their fucceflfors, that the mayor for the 
time, for ever thereafter, fhall have power, together The queen 
with the clerk, to that end ordained, to take recog- andherheirs, 
nizances, according to the form of the ftatute of Ac- andfucreflbrs 
ton Burnel, and of the flatute of merchandize, made in f^ej/cWk^of 
parliament, in the time of king Edward the firfl, and recogni. 
that there fhall be a clerk in rhe fame town, which aances. 
fliall be called the clerk of the queen, her heirs and 
fuccefTors, to take recognizances of debts, according 
to the faid ftatute, fo. 105. The queen appoints 
William Jackfon, gentleman, to be her firft, and then 
modern clerk, for taking recognizances of debts, * 

within the faid town, to enjoy the fame, during his 
life, and ^fter his death, the mayor and burgeffes, &c, 

fo, 106. 
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The mayorto 
have a feal. 
Sec chap. 46. 



The tov^^a of 
Newcaftle 
dlfchargedof 
toles, &c. 



Profits of 
toles of mar- 
kets and fares 
in Newcaftle 
and liberties, 
to be levied 
for the ijfe of 
the mayor. 
They may 
take but pay 
BO toles. 



fo. 106. are impowred to prefer to the faid office, 
fo. 1 07, another of the burgeffes of the faid town» to 
be the queens clerk (as before) and to contmue, fb 
long as it ihould pleafe the mayor, &c. fo. 108. And 
fhall have a feal in two peeces, for fealing the faid re- 
cognizances, and the mayor to have the cullody of 
the greater peece, and the clerk, fo. 109. fhall have 
the cuftody of the lefler peece of the faid feal, &c. 
fo that if a merchant, or any other fhall be made a 
debtor, he may come before the mayor and clerk of re- 
cognizances, and before them acknowledge his debt, 
and day of payment, fo. 1 lo. And the faid mayor 
arid clerk, may do and difpatch all other things, 
which by the flatute aforefaid, are requifite, &c. fo. 
III. The faid clerk is to have fuch wages, fees, re- 
wards, and emoluments, for the execution of the faid 
office, as any other mayor, of any other town, or city 
in England, &c. fo. 1 12. lawfully, and of right, hath 
orjeceiveth, &c. fo. 113. 

(m) The queen granteth by the faid charter, to 
the mayor and burgeffes, and to their fucceffors, and 
to the inhabitants of the faid town, that they be 
quiet and difcharged, fo. 113. of toles, paffages, 
poundage, murage, chimage, paunage, laftage, flal- 
lage, carriage, picage, tronage, hidage, and wharfage, 
for their goods and merchandizes, as well by land as 
by-fea, as well in fares as in markets, and all fecular 
cufloms, over the queens lands, on this fide, and be- 
yond the feas, &c. fo. 1 14. 

The queen further granteth to the faid mayor, 
burgefTes, and their fucceffors, that they fhall have 
for their publick ufe, all and fingular fuch like toles, 
and all other cuftoms, toles, profits, and advantages, 
in fares and markets, holden and to be holden with- 
in the faid town, and any other times whatfoever 
by themfelves, fo. 115. to be levied and gathered, 
and to be expended to, and for the ufe of the faid 
mayor and burgeffes, and their fucceffors, &c- and 

the 
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the faid queen forbiddeth, that any man difturb * See 3 Ed. i. 
them, &c. fo. 116. 20. chap. 29. 

(N^The faid queen alfo grants to the laid mayor Merchant 
and burgeffes, and their fucxeffors, that no merchant ftrangers fel- 
ftranger*, from the liberty of th? faid town of New- ling and buy- 
c^aftie, may fell to any merchant ftranger^ any their *"& °f "*«^- 
merchandizes within the faid town (except viduals, ^ew^^m^ ^ 
and befides in' markets and fares, to be holden ♦Seeftat/ 
within the faid town, , and litnits thereof) nor Rich. 2. 7, 
fuch merchant ftranger may buy any merchandizes, i^Rkh^ig, 
(except and befides, as is before excepted,^ fo. 1 17. 5-6. Edw.6. 
of any merchant ftranger, within the fame town and ^j /^ ^ *^* 
liberty thereof, other than in grofs, upon pain and * See chap, 
forfeiture* of thofe merchandizes, to be had and levi- 49- »• chap. 
ed, for the publick ufe of the faid mayor and bur^ef- 5*- a. 
fcs, fo. 118. 

The queen moreover grant eth, that the faid mayor .^ general 
and hurgeffes, and their fucceffors, fo. 1 18I may have, confirmation 
hold, &c. all fuch like liberties, cuftoms, franchi- of all liber- 
fes, &c. and all other the premifes, &c. to the faid ^*^^» ^^' 
mayor and burgefles, granted and confirmed, as is 
before expreffed, and that they may injoy, and ufe 
them for ever, fully, freely, &c. without impeach- 
ment, molcftation, &c. fo. iig. 

Further, the queen pardoneth and releafeth^ to the 
laid mayor and burgeffes, and to their fucceffors, all, 
and all manner of aftions, fuits, impeachments by 
writ of quo warranto,* to be brought or executed ♦See ftat. 30. 
againft the faid mayor, fo. 120. and burgefles and Edw. r. A 
their fucdfors, by the faid late queen, &c. or by any <l»fcharge of 
of her officers, by reafon of any franchize, hberiy.^. ^^^^\^^' 
&c. by the laid mayor and burgefles, or their pre- brought a- 
deceffors, within the faid town, and limits thereof, gainftthemby 
before times challenged orufurped, and that the faid wHtofquo 
mayor, and burgeffes fliall be quit, and altogether dif- J^^^^l^* ^^ 
charged for ever, fa. 121. fjj,ce. 

The queen further granteth, that every perfon or Burgefles to 
perfoiis, who for ever hereafter fhall be admitted to be admitted 
be burgeffes, &c, Ihall be admitted by the mayor ^^^l^^^^l^^ 

and * ^ 
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arid burgeffes, &c. or by the greater part of theffl^ 

ifo. 122. 

(o) Moreover the queen, often confidering in her 
A new free n^ind, pt how much availe it is to the commonwealth 
grammer- of England, to have youth well educated and in- 
^^^A^H^°i^ ftrufted from their tender years, ^c. fo. 123. ordain- 
kd by the ^ ^^^ ^^^ granteth, that within the faid town of New- 
name of queen caftle, and the liberties thereof, that there be erefted, 
Elizabeth her and for ever, there be one free-grammer-fchoole, 
free grammer- which fl-jall ^e called the free-graipmer-lchoole, 
fchoole. ^£ queen Elizabeth, in Newcaftle, and (hall confill 

of one mafler and fchollars,^ to be inftrufted in the 
fame, and that they the mafter and fchoUars, of the 
fame fchool, fo. 124. for ever hereafter, fiiall be one 
body corporate, in law, fa£t, and name, by the name 
of the mafter, and fchollars, of the free-grammer- 
fchpole of queen Elizabeth, in Newcaftle upon Tyne, 
&c. and by that name may have perpetual fucceflion, 
and fliall be in perpetual times to come, fo. 125. per- 
fons able and capabk in the law, of having, purcha- 
fing, &c. lands, tenements, &c. to them and their iuccef- 
forsin feefimple or for term of years, fo they exceed 
not the yearly value of 40I. and fo they be not hol- 
den of the faid queen, her heirs and fucceflbrs in 
chief, nor by knights fervice, &c. fo. i26» 127. 128. 
and that the mayor, and burgefles of Newcaftle, and 
their fucceflbrs, or the greater part of them &c. fo. . 
129. fhall have power, to make an honeft, learned 
and diicreet man, to be the firft arid modern uftier 
in that fchool/ there to continue, during the good 
pleafure ot the mayor and burgefles, &c. fo. 130. 
and if it happen the mafter and ufher to die, or leave 
the faid fchool, &c. fo. 131. then they may chufe 
other men, to be mafter and uflier, &c. fo. 132. 133. 

(p) A ND whereas the mayor and burgefl*es of. 
jTm. Newcaftle, more deeply confidering, and 
weighing, the effeft of divers letters pattents, &c. 
And whereas the faid town is an ancient town, and 

the 
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the mayor and burgeffes of the fame, time out of 
mind, fo^ 133* of man, they have had a certain guild 
or fraternity, commonly called hoaft^men*, for the *Sccftat.ii. 
difchargiiig and better difpofmg of fea-coals, and pit- j[?^^^'^nd ^* 
coals, griild».ftones, rub-ftbne», and whet-ftones^ ^^ burgeflespcti. 
and upon the river and port of Tyne, which guild or tion, having 
fratemity is granted, or eftabUfhed^ by none of the been an anti- 
faid letters pattents : Whereupon the faid mayor and ^"^ fraternity 
burgeffes, have humbly fupplieated the faid queen, calTedTo^ft- 
that in fupply of the faid defeQis, that we would ex- men, for the 
hibit our liberality and favor, fo. 134. and that we difchargfng 
would vouchfafe to make, reduce, and create the andbeuerdif* 
fidd guild, info a body corporate and politick, &c* ^^fi"^g,^^^^^; 
The iaid queen therefofe ordaineth^ fo. i35^^ ap- they 'may be 
pointeth, and granteth, that William Jennifon, the incorpprated 
elder, and 44 perfons more, commonly called the in one body, 
hoaft-men, of the faid town of Newcaftle upon Tyne, J^^^?^^?^ 
and brethren 6f the faid fraternity, and all others, ?o to'£. 
which now are, or hereafter fhall be eleded, ad- Names '45 to 
mitted, 8cc. into the faid guild, or fraternity, of be the ' guild 
the faid hoaft-men, of Newcaftle Upon Tyne, fo. ^^ ^^7 ^^o'^- 
^3^' ^37* hereafter, and (hall, be one body cor*. ^^^^{ ^ j 
porate and politick, in lawj fad, and name, by the a monopoly, 
name of the governor and ftewards, and brethren in the ftat. of 
of the fraternity of the hoaft-men, in the town of the 21. k. 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, &c. one body corporate J^°^' ^* ^' 
and politick, really and at full, for us, our heirs 
and fucceffors. We do ereft, make, ordain and Enables the» 
create, &c. and that by the fame nam.e, they may, to become 
and fliall, have a perpetual fucceffion, and are, and purchafers in 
fliall be, in perpetual times to come, perfons atblc, gcqictuity. 
and in law capable, to have, purchafe, receive, and ^r^^ ztV?! 
poffefs, fp. 138. lands, tenements, liberties, &c. Ed. i. 
to them and their fucceffors, in perpetuity,* and 
otherwaies, and to give, grant, demife, &c. the 
lame lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and 
to do all other things, by the name aforefaid, and 
*hat by the fame name, they may plead, or be im- 

F pleaded, 
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pleaded, &c. in what court foever, &c. fo. 139^ 
140. 
(q) And that the faid governor^ and ftewards. 
To tfiake a and brethren, of the hoaft-men of the town, fo* 
feai,andbreak 140. of Newcaftle^ aforefaid, and their fucceffors, 
8 ^' P^^^^*^*"^* that feal at their pleafure, may break, alter, and 
(a!)^ ^^ ^ make^ as to theih fhall feemgood. And the queen 
appointeth, that there be aiid fhall be for ever here- 
after, of the number of the hoaft-men, &c. which 
yearly upon the fourth of Jan. fo. 141. fliall be 
chofen, &c. by the faid brethren of that fraternity, 
&c. to be governor, &c. And likewife there fhall 
be, for ever hereafter, two honeft and difcreet 
men, of the faid number of hoaft-^men, &c* fo. 142. 
who fhall be the faid fourth of January, chofen by 
the faid governor, fteward, and brethren of the 
To have a go- faid fraternity, &c. And that the queens will in 
Tcrnor. ^j^^ premifes, may have a more excellent effeft, fhe, 

fo. 143. afSgneth, nameth, and createth, William 
Jennifon, the elder, to be the firft and modern 
governor, &c. fo. 144* Moreover fhe hath affigned, 
named, conftituted, and appointed, Francis An- 
derfon, and John Barker, to be the firft and 
nwdern ftewards of that fraternity, &c. fo. 145. 
146. 147* 148. 149. 
Power to (r) The queen further grants, to the faid go- 

make law8 in vernor, ftewards, and brethren of the faid fra- 
^cir guild, as ^gfjjjj.y ^f hoaft*men, &c* and to their fuccefTors, 

whokfome ^^* ^^9* ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ governor, ftewards, and 

good, and* brethren^ &c. and their fucceffors, &c. fhall have 

profitable, for in every fit time, for ever hereafterj full power of 

the good go- meeting, in their guild-hall, or in any other place 

the"faid"com- convenient^ within the faid town, and there to 

pany. " conftitute, make^ fo. 150. fuch laws,* inftitutes, 

♦See ipHen. &c. which to the faid governor, ftewards, and 

1' 7- brethren, &c. good, wholefome, profitable, &g# 

according as they fhall think good, for the good 

rule and government of the governor, ftewards, and 

brethren of the faid fraternity, and for declaration, 

by 
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by what means and order, they, fo. 151. and their 
fador$, fervants, and apprentices, in their office 
and bufinefles, concerning the faid fraternity, they 
fliall have, carry and ufe, &c. and that the go- 
vernor, (towards, and brethren of that fraternity, 
&c. as often as they grant, make, ordain, or 
eftablilh fuch laws, iaftituces, inform, fo. 152. and 
they may impofe fuch pains, penalties,* punifh- ♦ See flat. 25. 
ments, and imprifonments* of body, or by fines, Ed, 1.5. 
&c. upon all delinquents againft fuch laws, (s) in^ '^^'"^P^^^^pc" 
ftitutes, &c, as to them Ihall be thought neceffary "r ,w^^^ 
and requifite, and as to them fhall be thought beft, ment upon the 
for the obfervation of the faid laws, ordinances, &c. offender. 
fo. 153. and the faid fines and amerciaments, at their * See iS.Ed, 
difcretions, they may levy, have, and retain, to them ^ ^' , 
and their fucceffors, to the ufe of the governor, flew- ^y g^^g ^^^ ^ 
ards, and brethren, aforcfaid, without calumny, &c. the companys 
all which, and Angular laws, ordinances, &c. th^ ufe. See chap. 
faid late queen willeth, to be obferved ; fo that th^ q^'ki 
faid law3, ordinances, fo, 154, &c. be not repugnant, be"^bfe^rTcdr 
to th^ laws, or*flatutes, of the kingdon^ of England, if they be n©t 

And further, the queen granteth, to the faid repugnant to 
governor, ftewards, and brethren, &c. and fo their ^^^ known 
fucceffors^ that for ever hereafter, they and their }*^j* °'^"?' 
fucceffors, &c. fo. 155. may have, and fhall have, See flat. 10. 
full power, from time to time, ^t their pleafure, to Hea. 77, 
chufe, name, and ordain, other inhabitants, and 
burgeffes of the faid town, &c. to be, and flis^U be 
brethren of the faid fraternity, &c. who, fo elefted, 
nominated^ and fworn, fhall be n^medji and be 
brethren of that fraternity. 

Moreover, fo. 156. the faid queen grants licence, 
power, and authority, to the faid governor, 
flewards, and brethren, &c. and to their fucceffors, 
that they, for the tin^e being, and their fuccef- 
fors, and every of them, for ever hereafter, may and 
fliall, • quietly and peaceably, have, hold, ufe, and 
enjoy, all fuch liberties, privileges, &c. fo. 157. 
COQc^rnin^ th^ loading, and unloading, fhlpping, 

F « QV 
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♦They tohave or uhfliipping, of ftone-coals, pit-coals*, grind-ftoiics, 

fn o^/feload '*^^^^^^®> ^"^ whet-ftones, (t) And that they may 

ing of cods, ^^^ ^^^^ hereafter, load and unload, (hip and un- 

^c. in that ftip, in or out of any fhips or veffels, pit-coals, and 

port, in any ftones aforefaid, within the faid river and port of 

part of the Tyne, in any place or places, as to them fliall be 

ftandlngThc expedient, fo. 158. between the faid town of New- 

ftatuteofthc caftle, &c, and the aforefaid place, in the aforefaid 

21; Hen. 8. river, called the Sparhawke, fo nigh to the faid 

chap. 18. town of Newcaftle, &c. as conveniently may be dotie, 

beeftat. 21. aGcordinfi[ to the true intention of thefe letters 
Ja. t. amono- ^ , ' 111 r t r • « 

^Ij^ pattents, as the men and brethren of the faid 

fraternity, at any time, have ufed and accuftomed^ 

j^jg^^^^^j^g^ ttotwithftanding the ftatute of king Henry 8. the 

this charter 3' of November, in the ai. year of his reign, and 

could not re- from thence adjourned to Weftminfter, holden, pmb* 

peal that fta- lifted, 1559'. Intituled, An aft concerning New* 

^"^^* caftle, and the port, and, &c. to the fame belonging, 

or any other iaft, &c. notwithftanding ; And the faid 

queen alfb willeth, &C4 for that exprefs mention^ 

&c. witnefs the queen, at Weftminfter, the 22. of 

JMarch^ in the 13. year 6f her reign, fo, 16b, 

What a world of profits is given from the crownj 
which ought to maintain it, smd would have fo filled 
the coffers, as that there hlid been little need of feft 
inents, &c. 

Having i«ead Ibme works, of thofe late famous ex- 
pofitors OT the law, I drew two or three headis out as 
obfervations, for the knowledge of thofe, who know 
them not, written by way of explanation of our 
known laws, as being a h^t ufed time oUt of mind, 
or by prefcription. 

The law of nature is, that which God infufed into 
the heart of man, for his prefervation and dire^ion, 
and that the la^^ of England is grounded upon fix 
principal points ; the law of reafon, the law of God, 
divers cuftotns of this land, of divers principles aftd 
maxims, divers particular cuftbms, astd of diver6- fta-* 
tutes, made in parliament, - 

The 
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The funifcunentall lawes of England are fo excd^ 
lent, that they are the birth-right, and the moft anti- 
ent and beft inheritance, that the free people of Eng- 
land have, for by them, they enjoy not onely their 
inheritance and goods, in peace and quietn^, but 
their lives and dear country^ in peace and fiiiiety; 
Cooks preface to the fixth replication, and on Litdo* 
ton, !• 2. c 12. fed. 213. 

Sometime it is called right, fometime common 
right, and fometimes communis ju/iiiia ; and it is the 
fame law which WiHi^im the Conqueror found in 
England, the laws which he fware tp obferve, were. 
Bona J lst€. approbates antiqua r^^ni legis. 

Charter-law being fo repugnant to the above writ, 
ten, ^nd fo deftruftive to the weal of the people, that 
never any writer ever writ of them, nor ever any par* 
liament enafted their publication, knowing they were 
no other then prerogative, and dyes with the donor; 
and it is an infallibfe ruk, where no law is publifh- 
ed, there cannot be any tranfgreflion, or obedience 
required. 

The corporation of Newcaftle hath but two fup- 
porters, to ftand and fall by, firft, prefcription, fe* 
condly, cuftom. 

As to prefcription, a quo warranto will avoid that 
upon a legall tvyal, it being underftoo4> that charters 
are void, by reafon of the change of government, if 
not, yet by breach of charter, exceeding their power, 
being nothing elfe then a fallacy. 

And as to plead cuftom, they have no right, nor 
never in pofleffion of what they claim; cuftomary 
r%ht is good law, but cuftom without right, is but 
an old error, and ought to be removed ; drunfcen« 
nefs and fweartng is cuftomary : Js it^ it &oul(} 
ftand becaufe of its cuftom ? 

Kings were before corporations, and could hav^ 
better juftified themfelves, for a continuance, then 
corporations, by reafon they might plead hereditary, 
9? eleftary, conquerors, or cuftomary, yet being 

fQun4 
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found a grievance, was taken and removed for their 
arbitrary aftings: Why then muft their power ftand, 
that is no law r 

If it were juftice to execute thofe two judges, Emp- 
fon and Dudiy, for oncly putting a ftatute law in exe^ 
cution, not repealed, which is above charters, being 
grievous to the people ; it were nothing more to exe- 
cute juftice upon fuch, who a& the fame without 
any law. 

King John who was a murderer, yet commanded a 
murderer to be taken from the altar, and fent to the 
daughter. Here was juftice! 

Why do not our juft judges fendfuch like, from th^ 
charter to the flaughter ? If Strafford loft his life for 
afting oppreiSvely, by an arbitrary power, why no| 
pthers for the fame f 



CHAP. XII. 

KING JAMES, 

His charters and orders. 

MIRS, PUER, ALECTO, VIRGO, VULPES, LEO, N0LLU9, 

i.^\r ING jAMESj'in the fecond year of his reign, 
JIV, being humbly fupplicated by the mayor, 
and burgeffes of Ncwcaftle, that he would be graci- 
oufly pleafed, to confirm all their antient grants and 
charters, and to give them further powers, efpeciaily 
of the river Tyne, the king confirms their charters, 
but grants nothing new, onely alters the eledion of 
their oflicers, and prefcribes them new oathes, to be 
adminiftered to the faid officers, in their eledions, 
which ch^irter is in the chappel of rolls. 

(3) AlfQ 
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(b) Alfo the king and his council, grants them the 
confervancy of the river of Tyne, by giving nine 
articles, upon the 29. of January, 1613, and 
joyned in the faid order, the bifliop of Durham, 
and other juftices of peace, of the county of Durham 
and Northumberland^ with the fix aldermen of the 
faid town of Newcaftle ; but three years after, being 
weary of partners, the mayor, aldermen, and a jury 
of the burgeffes, exhibited a great complaint to the 
king and council, at White-hall, of the great decay of 
that river, occafioned by the faid commiffioners, 
through their neglefl:, and breach of truft, which 
complaint, begat this following reference from the 
couhcil table, and further power to add to the 
former. See chap. 34. (c.) 35. (a.b) 28. (a.p) 

(c) Whereas, upon complaint of the decay of the 
river of Tyne, and of the daily abufes, done and 
committed, to the prejudice of the fame, certain 
articles were granted, on the 29. of January, 16 13, 
and commanded to be put in execution, for the re- 
medy of fuch abufes ; and for as much as a jury of 
Newcaftle-men, have, by their petition to this board, 
grievoufly complained thofe articles were wholly 
negleded, by the mayor and fix aldermen of the fame 
town, and the bifliop of Durham, and juftices of peace, 
all which were joynt commiflloners, for the preferva- 
tion of that river, the river decaying fo faft, that in 
fliort time, it would be dord and wrecked up, with 
fand, &c. if not order foon taken therein. The coun- 
cil ordered fir Ralph Winwood, fir Julius Casfar, 
and fir Daniel Dunn, one of the judges of the admi- 
ralty, with the afliftance of the trinity-m afters of Lon- 
don, to draw up thirteen articles more, to be joyned 

whh the former nine. And by fpecial order of his Sec chapter* 
majefties council, at White-hall, was given and com- '9« 24. 25. 
manded, that all the faid two and twenty articles, be ^^' ^^' 34» 
put in execution, for the confervation and preferva- ;^*^< ^^' 
tion of the river of Tyne, by the commiffioners, here- 
after 
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• itfter named, or clfc to foa-feit all the towns liberties^ 
into the kings hands See chap. 13. 

(d) And though the commiffiQners, formerly ap- 
pointed, for the execution of the former articles, are 
perfons of place and quality, and otherwife well de- 
ferving of the publick," yet for as much as contra- 
ry to the truft repofed in them, they hive altogether 
tteglefted their duty therein, whereof further notice 
may be taken, as occaiion fliall require, it is thought 
expedient that thefe perfons following, be named and 
authorized commiffioners, for the due performance 
and execution, as well of the faid former articles^ 
bearing, date the 29. of January, 1613, as of thofe 
now devifed and publifhed, with the joynt confent, 
and good liking of the aldermen^ of the town of 
Newcaftle, and others attending their lordfhips, in 
that behalf, for the fafety and confervency of that 
river. 

(e) The names of the commiffioners at Newcajlley for 

the river of Tyne. 
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Sec flat. 23. (0 ^9- January, 1 61 3. 

Hen. 8. 5. i^ T I iHAT the owners of every falt-work, on 
X^ either fide of the river of Tyne, built and 
to be built, do, within fix months, build up their 
wharfs and keyes, fufEciently above a full fea-mark, 
in height of the water, to be appointed by the mayor, 
and fix aldermen, to the end, neither coals nor rub- 
bifli do fall off into the river. 

2. That 
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2. Th^at ajl wharfs and keys, in all parts of the ri- 
ver of Tyne, be damm'd and backM.with earth, and 
not with ballaft. 

3. That no ballaft be caft at Shields, .by any 
veffel, which loadeth, either with coals 'or fait, oi* 
other commodities, nor any balhft ,wharfes"t6 ra 
built there. Or ufed for that purpofe.' *See' chaff? 
19. (h), 24. (e), 18. (a). / i' '..-.J 

4. That all fsilt-pan owners, fliall carry a^Uray th^ 
pan rubbifh, from off theif keyes, or wharft, er^f^ 
forty dayes, that none fall into thfe rivet. " -^''^ 

5. That no ballaft be caft, but iipon fufficrent 
ballaft wharfs, built, and to be built, above a high 
water mark, and to be allowed by the mayor, and 
fix aldermen, in any part of the river. See chap." 

49' (g). ' ' , / ^ 

6. That the furveyors, tmladers, an'd ^i^ft6ts of 
ballaft, according to their offices and duties, ^IB? 
every week, caufe all the ballaft which falls off tjW 
ballaft (hores, into the river, to be taken up again'; 
and caft upon the ballaft wharfs ; and to take eare^ 
that the fhips have a good fayl, to lie bietweeii the 
Ihip and fiiore, that none of the ballaft fall b^twe^n^ 
into the river. See chap. 49. (o), 14. (b), 34. 35. * 

7. That no coals nor ftones be digged, within 
fixty yards, on a ftreighf line, from a full fea-mark^ 
in any part of the river, to the end none fall in. 

8. That fome ftriO: and fevere puniftlmertt,' b^ 
inflicted, by the mayor and fix aldermen, upon any 
fuch mafter of fhip, or keels, as ftiall preliiihe to caft 
any ballaft. Upon any infufEcient ftiores, or into the 
river. See chap. 49. (e), 39. 14. (c). 1 

9. That there fliall be no wyers, di^wns, of othqr 
ftoppage, or cafting of ballaft, in or neer the fait! 
river, or creeks, running into the faid river of Tyne^ 
or within eight miles of the town of Newcaftle, but 
foch as (hall be allowed, by the mayor and fik 
aldermen, of the faid town, fuch (hores being fuf- 
ficiently wharfed. Sec chap. 34. 

G Thirteen 
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Thirteen articles more granted, Feb. I4« 1616* 

10. That no lighters, boats, or keels, with ballaA^ 
be fuflfered to go up and down, the river of Tyne, in 
Any night tide, to prevent the keelmens cafting bal- 
)ftft into the river, they often ufing fo to do, being 
nioi^ cafie, and lefs labour to cad it into the river, 
than upon the top of the ballaft fliores^ which fpoyU 
the river, the commiffioners are to take care herein, 
to fee the putting hereof, in execution, and to punifh 
offenders. See chap. 49. (e). 

I !• That ftrangers (hall be appointed every week, 
to cleanfe the ftreets in Newcaftle, of their a(hes and 
other rubbifh, to prevent the rain from wafhing the 
fame into the river, thorough Loadbourn. 

12. That all the gates, on the town key, be 
locked up every night, except one, or two, to ftand 
Qgtsa^ for the mafters and fea-men, to go too ami fro, 
to their ihips, which will prevent fervants cafting 
aihes, and other rubbifli, into the river ; and that 
thole two gates be conftantly watched^ all night long. 
See chap. 49. (e), chap. 14. (b). 

13. That all fervants dwelling, with any the in- 
habitants, refiding or inhabiting, in the town of 
Gates-head, and fand-gate> and the clofe, in New^ 
caiUe, be fwom every year, not to caft any rubbiih, 
into the river. See chap. 49. (e). 

14. Whereas there hath been an ancient. cuflomS 
in Newcaftle, that every mafter of any fliip, who is 
known to caft any ballaft at fea, between Souter and 
Hartly, or within fourteen fathom water of the 
haven, to the hurt of the faid river, was brought 
into the town chamber; and there in the prefence of 
the people, " hacl a knife pvit into his hand, was 
conftrained to cut a purie, with monies in it, as who 
fliould fay he had offended in as high a degree, as 
if he cut a purfe from the perfon of a man, wherebj 
he might be fo aihamed, that be fhould never offend 
again therein; and others by his example^ were 

terrified 
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terrified from trefpaffing, in the like kind, that now 
in the time of fo general wrongs, done to the river, 
and the great number of (hips, which comes into 
that haven, this ancient cuftome be revived, and 
put in execution* See flat. 8. Eliz. 4. See chap* 

39- (a). 

15. That whereas much ballaft fells off into the 
river of Tyne, between the fliips and the ballaft 
fliores, in cafting of it out of the fliip, to the great 
hurt of the fame, the commiffioners are to f^ every 
winter feafon, the poor keelm^n, andfliewel-raen^ on 
work, to caft into keels, fuch ballaft and fand, fallen '^ 
into the river, and then to caft it on the flu>reS9 or 
wharf again. 

x6. That fome trufty truly fubftantial men, bur- 
gefles of Newcaftle, be appointed to view the river, 
every week, and to make oath, for the abufes and ., 
wrongs, done unto the fame, two to h6 mafters of 
the trinity-houfe, of that town ; they to have no 
coals, nor mines, nor ballaft-fliores, and to be 
appointed by the commiffioners. See chap. 39«(3i«) 

17. That every owner of ground, adjoyiUog M 
that river, be ordered to fence the feme gromdii, ta 
prevent thi^ banks from felling, Md wdbof ittID 
die river, with the great floods, flaflies, and raiiii> 
to the great annoyance thereof. See chap. 49. (e). 

18. That the commiffioners, namely» themaycnr, 
and others nsrnied before, do give onto the maftersi 
ikippers of keels, a commiffion, to be a company, 
for the ordering fuch their brotherhood, and for 
them to punifh fuch, as caft ballaft into the river, 
or doth other wrong, out of their keels, they hav- 
ing be^n a company formerly, ^confifling of one 
hundred and fixty, which was fe>r the good of the 
river; that the two great pools of water, lying on 
the back of a ballaft-lhore, be forthwith filled up, 
to prevent underminine of the Aore, to tbc hazard 
of the river, if the wafi, and ballaft fell down. 

G 2 19. Th-at 
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l^. That all the ballaft (hores, in the river of 
Tyne, be coijftantly kept in good repair, otherwife, 
a hundred thoufand tonS of ballaft, will fall into the 
river, to the deftrudioji thereof. See chap. 34. 

20. That no fliip or veffel be fufFered to load at 
Shields, or any road^ftead in the river but as near 
the town of Newcaftle, as can be, for when they load 
in remote places, the wrongs cannot be fo fooii feen. 
See chap. 19. (h) 24. (k), 

21, That the commiflioners do take good bonds, 
from the owners of fuch (hores, as Ihall be built, to 
l^y coals on for fhips, and (hall take view of fuch pla- 

♦Thcfcarti- ^^^^^^^ ^^'' ^^^ ^^ hurt to the faid river,* either by 
clesareallvoid c^fting ballaft Oil them, indireftly, or to fufFer them to 
notwithftand- go to decay, after there is no ufe made of them, and 
ingitisallt^ic to keep the ballaft, from wafliing into the river. See 

i::iui7 <=hap. 13.34.35- .. 

Thefe were prefent in council, that granted thefe 
articles. 



tORD ^RCHBISHOP OF 


LORD ZOUCH, 


' ' CAHTERBtJRy, 


LORD CAREW, 


I^R» CHAMCRLLOR, ! 


MR. COMPTROLER, 


lpR0 TRJIA«U&E^> 


MR. VICE-CHAMBSRLAIM 


VO^ STEWARD, . 
LORD ARRUNDEL^ 


MR. SEC. WINDWOOD, 
MR. SECRETARY LAKE, 


LORD CHAMBERLAIN, ' 


MR. CHANCELLOR 


LORD ADMIRAL, ' 


> EXCHEOylR, 


lARLE BVCKINOHAtff 


Mfl. OF THE ROLLS, 


LORD BISHOP OF ELY, 


MR. /ITTORNEV OENERA 



All thefe articles are broke, except the fifth, for cut- 
ting purfcs, and the ninth article, in ftopping up the 
two poolsi &c. Read the follgv^ing order, &c. . 

The council table ordered, t^at Leonard Car, and 
Cuthbert Beuwick, twocjfthe cpi^miffipners which 
attend this bufin^ffe, b? ^liowed their cfcarges, for their 
pains and attendance, and lik'ewife this board might 
be the better affurf^, iwith what care and diligence 
thicfe direftions a?e purfued, that the commiflioners, 

do 
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do every quarter certrfie, of the proceedings herein, 
that further order might be taken, upon any defeft 
that might hbppen, and as fhall be found expedient- 



CHAP. XIII. 
An order to feize all l^ewcq/ihs liberties ^ t*fc. 

UPON an order, now taken, concerning the river 
ofTyne, and clivers articles, conceived fit by 
the hoard, for the preventing of fuch diforders, and 
abufes, as aredonp, and committed, to the detriment 
of the faid river, it is thought fit, and fo ordered, 
forrtfa^ better obfervancy of the faid articles, and the 
more <)arefull endeavours of the mayor, and alder- 
men^ of the town of Newcaftle, for the reformation, 
and amendment, of fuch things, as are hurtful! and 
prejudicial to fo famous a river, which have been 
flighted and negleded, beyond that, which any >^ay 
may be reafonably thought of, in s^ matter of fo great 
importance. ^ 

That upon the firft juft complaint, renewed to this 
board, in tt^at kiady^humajefties attprney general be 
hereby authorifed, without further queftion, or war- 
rant, to direfl: fome courfe, for the feizing of all the 
liberties of that town, inttj the kings hand ; of which 
their lordfliips pleafure and refolution, is, that fuch 
aldermen, and others of that town, as are now here 
attending that bufmeffe, were by the board required, 
hereby to take notice. Given at our court, at White-, 
hall, this u^cfFdDmary, 1616* See chap. ip*. (a), 
i4. (A),-as. (a% a6- (a), 28, (a), 34. (a), 35. (a.b). 

There 
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There were tbefe present ia cousdL 



tORD ARCHBIS»OiP QF 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD CHAMBERLAIN, 
LORD ARRUNDEL, 
LORD VIC. WALLINGFORD, 
LORD STEWARD, 
LORD BISHOP OF ELT, 
LORD ZOUCH, 



g MR* COMrrEOlBR, 

MR« VIC. CHAMBERLAIN^ 
MR. SEC. WINDWOOD, 
MR. SEC. LAKE, 
MR. CHANCELLOR 

EXCHEQUER, 
MASTER OF THE ROLLS, 
MR. ATTORNEY GENERAL* 



It is conceived a writ of ftizure, lyes in this cafe, 
by reafon of the many grievous comp4aints» exhibit^* 
ed for their exorbitant abufes, committed againft the 
weal of the nation, in that river, in the fpoyl thereof, 
as appears, and in not putting all thofe artides i^ 
execution, for prefervation thereof, &c. 

In Michaelmas, 1 643, in th^ prefence of Mr. Jutf ce 
Snape, ftewar J of the liberties of St. Katherines, 
London, the lord chief juftice, St John, did dire& 
to feize St. Katherines liberties, for not yeelding 
obedience, to a writ of the common bench, executed 
in 3t. Katherines, and the attorney that gave the ad* 
vice was committed. (A good preced^t.) 



=99Bi»- 



CHAP. XIV. 

A retUTHy by the commij/ioners cf Newca/ile^ in the du§ 
eKecution ^ their pixw^r^^c. 

(A)TnHE commiflioners, fbr coftfemenqr of the 
X rirer of 1 yne, at Newoiftkt tetunu their 
quarterly account, of their diligent care, in the due 
execution, of the two and twenty articles, afore-men* 
tioned, unto the council table, by l^» Leon. Car, 

and 
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a&d Mr. BttewickjiRrith order to petiticm the council, 
for ao explauation, iipon Some of the faid two and 
twentr articles, and for further power, for the pre- 
ftrv^tion of the &id river, efpecially upon the one and 
twentiedi article, to whom the bonds fhould be made. 
It was ordered to the mayor, for the rime being, &c. 

(l) Alfo prayed refolntion, who fliould repair and 
aaintain the ballait fhoars, and coai-wharf, as is ex- 
preft in the nineteenth article. Ordered, that as well 
the oiwAer as the tenant, be bound to fuch reparation, 
during the time ufe was made thereof, and onely the 
owners afterwards. 

They alfo humbly craved their refolutions of the 
fixth article, and twelfth snticle, who fhould be at 
the charge of cleanfing the river, of the ballad, and 
pay the watchmen, &c. It is ordered, that the town- 
chamber, defray both the one, and the other, by rea* 
fon, they receive the profits of the river, &c. See 
chap* 12. (6), chap. 34. 39. 49* 

(c) They alfo prayed the refblution of the eighth 
article, for the punifhing of mafters of fhips. It 
was ordered,, that the commiffionefs fhould take 
bond, with fufBcient fureties, to appear before the 
council y to anfwer their contempt, and to fuch as 
refiife to give bond, then the commiffioners, to com* 
mit them to prifon, till they give fureties, to anfwer 
at London, &c. See chap. 41. (c). 

Ordered, that the commiffioners fhall have power, 
for ordering the wharf, and new flioars, in every 
place, in that river, after they are once ereded, as 
well for the flrengthning as backing of them, with 
ballafl, as with other earth. See chap. i8 (f). 

(e) That the commiffioners, there at leaft^ fhjtU 
fubfcribe every ticket, and the mayor, for thecarrying- 
up of every keel of ballaft, from the fhips at Shields, 
to Newcaftle ballafl fhoars, for the more faithfull ex# 
ecution of that fervice. See chap. 49. (g). 

(f) Ordered, that the commiffioners fhall have 
power, to order and determine, of fuch rewards, as 

fhall 
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fiiall be given, to every wherry*man, or iilberma», 
or other, that (hall truly prefent any offence, or offeJOi- 
ders, againft any of the articles prefcribed, to l)e ta*- 
ken out of fuch fines, mulds and amerciamentsy .as 
fhall be impofed upon any the delinquente, againft 
the faid articles. See chap. 39.- (a). vi 

(g) Ordered, that the commiffioners lhall't|ivc 
power, to caufe the ballaft, already become noytomic^ 
or in any part of the river, or like to do hurt, fnva^ 
the land, to be removed to a new wharf, or & place. 
See chapJ34. (a),35. (a.b«)» . .• 



CHAP. XV. 



KING James, on the 14. of April, in th« 
feventeenth year of his reign, grants unto 
Alexander Stevenfon, Efq. and his affigns, for fifty 
years, the whole caltle of Newcaftle, with all ap- 
purtenances thereunto, any way belonging, at the 
rent of forty (hillings, per annum, except the prifon, 
wherein • is kept the fons of Belial, it being the 
county prifon, for Northumberland ; the faid Mr. 
Stevenfon dyed, and left Mr. Auditor DareL his 
executor, and left him that leale, it being all he 
was like to have, towards the payment of the 
faid Mr. Stevenfons debts, which was due to the 
faid executor, and others, amounting in the prin- 
ciple, to two thoufand and five hundred pound, be- 
fides damages, which amounted to as much more, 
who is kept from his right, by. the inftigation of the 
mayor and burgeffes, upon an inquifition taken, the 
18. of Auguft; in the 18. year of king James, at 
Kewcaftle. It was found to be in .Stevenfon, and 
now in .his executors. The faid Stevenfon dyed in Oc- 
tober, 1640, they claiming a right from one widow 

Langfton, 
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Ltogftoii, relia to one John Langfton, groom, porter, 
&c. but that titk, the law will quickly decide, upo^ 
a legal trial ; but the county o£ Northumberland 
hath the reverfion, who is kept, from having a iree 
paiTage to the affizes, by the mayor and burgefles, 
who fhuts up the gates, which is the right paffage, 
and at fuch gates, which be open, the people of Nor- 
thumberland, coming to do their fervice, at the affi- 
zes, holden for that county, in that caftle, are arreft- 
ed, and caft into prifon, by Newcaftle, where none 
can bail them, but burgeifes of Newcaftle, and often 
thereby, Xuch people, have their caufe overthrown, 
by fueh refti:ainment. ^ 

In eafter term, in the 18^ ye^i* of Jting James, lir 
Henry Yqlverton, kt. attorney general, e^^hibited 
ap information, againft the mayor and, burgefles, 
concerning the premifes above mentioned, where " 
all plainly appear:S, ampngft other thjngs qf t}ie 
lowui not to belong to them, &c. 



CHAP. XVL 

(a)TN or about the eighteenth year of king James^ 
X an information was exhibited, in the Star 
Chamber, by the attorney general, againft the may- 
or, and burgefles of Newcaftle, by the name of hoft- 
men, for that they, having the preemption of coals, 
from the inheritors in Northumberland, and county 
of Durham, by their charter of free-hoaft-men, 42. 
queen Elizabeth,* they having the fale of all coaU, 
who force fliips to take bad coals, or will not Ipad 
them, with unmarketable coals, being brought for 
London, prove much to the damage of the people. 
'Which grief begot great fuits, between the mer- 
chants, and matters of fhips, to their difquieting and 
high charge, upon which, this information was 

H brought 
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brought againft the faid hoaft-men^ for felling of bad 
and unmerchantable coals, and much flate amongft 
them; for which they were all fined, fome lool. 
a peece, fom*e more, others lefs; being found guilty, 
and ordered to do fo no more ; but it is proved, they 
continue the fame, to this day. See chap. 43, (a.)* 



CHAP. XVII. 

(a)"1T^ING James, upon the 28th, of January, in 
J\^ the 1 6. year of his reign, grants the ad- 
miralty, of all England, &c. to the duke of Buck- 
ingham, it being furrendred by the lord high ad- 
miral, fo that the title of Newcaftle, by vertue of 
the charter, of the 31. year of queen Elizabeths 
reign, is conceived of little force. See chap. 10. (b). 



CHAP. XVIIl. 
KING CHARLES 

HIS ORDERS. 

(a.) O IR Robert Heath, lord chief juftice of 
l3 the common pleas, was building a ballaft 
wharf, or Ihoar, on his own land, at Shields, ad- 
joyning upon the river of Tyne, feven miles from 
Newcaftle; but the conimiiTioners of Newcaftle, 
the mayor and aldermen, with others, obftruQ:ed 
the building thereof, pretending it would fpoil the 
river; but the lord chief juftice, well knowing it to 
the contrary, by the advice of moft of the antient 

trinity 
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trinity mafters, of London, and other experienced 
traders thither, went on with the building thereof, 
upon which, in the year 1632, the faid mayor, and 
other commiflioners, exhibited a complaint, to the 
king and council, againft the fame, at Whitehall,^ 
complaining, that, if any ballaft fhoars, or wharfs, 
were built» at Shield^, it would much fpoil the river, 
and hinder tracje and navigation; at which there was 
?i legal tryalv It appeared to the contrary. The king 
and council, upon the 13th. day of July, 1632, or- 
dered, that Sir Robert JJeaths ballaft Ihoar, fbould 
be built. 

(d) In February next, the commiiEoners of 
Newcaftle, complained again, upon the fame bu- 
finefs, by pleading fome new matter, in their peti- 
tion, and the reference they obtained, on their 
petition, was ordered, by the k^ng and council, 
this 13th. of February, 1632, that fir Robert 
Heaths ballaft flioar fhould be built. The com- 
miffioners aforefaid, put in the third petition, not 
doubting, but that by fuch new matter, they fhould 
prevent the building of the faid fhoar. Ordered, by 
the king and council, the 27. Feb. 1632, that fir 
Robert Heaths ballaft (hoar, . wharf, or key, a • 
building, ihall be built, go forward, and be quite 
finiflied. See chap. 13. (a), 19. (a), 20. (g), 34. 
(a.b.). 



C H A P. XIX. 

THE mayor and burgefles exhibited another 
great complaint, to the king and council, 
wherein nine feveral abfurdities appeared, by capt. 
Crofier, and efpecially againft fir Rob. Heaths 
Ihqar, &c. 

Hz At 
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A RESOLVE OF THE COUNCIL^ 



At the cotrrt, at Oreen-wich^ tTie i. of June, 1634, 



' . EtNG 

LORD ARCHBISHOP Of 

CANTERBURY, 
LORD JCEEPER, 
LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 

YORK, 
LORD TREASURER, 
LORD PRIVY-SEAL, 
LORI^ DUKE OF LEN0:5r, 
LORD MARQUl!s HAMBLE 

TON, 



CHARLES, 

lORD CHAMBEALAIN", 
EARL 01^ DORSET, - 
EARL OF BRIDGEWATER, 
LORD VI. WIMBLETON, 
LolD NEWBROUGH, 
MR. TREASURER* 
MR. C0M1»TR0LER, 
Mr. VICE CKtAlilBERLAIN, 
MR. SEC, WINDWOOD, 
MR. SEC. tOOfc. 



Upon confiderition, this day had, at the board, 
his majefty being prefent in council, of a complaint 
made, by the mayor, and.burgeffes of Newcaftle, 
3igaihft the ballaft-fhoars, lately built, by the faki 
fir Robert Heath, at Shields, upon the river of 
Tyne, pretending the fame to be a great prejudiccji 
of the fhipping and navigation, and to the annoy* 
atice, and damage of the faid river, the care and 
confideration thete6f, was, by his majefty, efpecially 
intrufted tmto them, (e) and upon hearing the 
allegation, on both fides, with their learned council^ 
in the law, it Was thought fit, and ordered, that 
the faid flioar fliould be finifhed, and backed with 
ballaft, to make it fit for the fait works, which for 
his majefties fervice, are begun, and intended to be 
performed, (g). 

In the firft plaqe, that the feamen Ihould have 
liberty, freely to caft their ballaft there, (h) with- 
put interruption, if they find convenient, none being 
compelled to it, or hindred from it. That neither 
thofe of the town of Newcaftle, nor free hoaft-meii 
(i) (which fell all coals) do hinder the fame, in- 
^iretlly, by denying, or unneceflary denying, to 
carry down coals, in keels, or lighters, to the mijps, 
>vhich fhall caft their ballaft, at that fhoar, to th^ 

epdl, 
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cad, this flk>ap, whkb may be for the fafety, ainl iiw 
ccmragement, of navigation and fliipping, may be 
fo ufed, as the fame, may neither be prejudicial td 
the town, in diver tilig or withdrawing of trade, nor 
to his majefty, in his cuftoms or duty, iipr hurtful 
to the faid river. 

His majefty will refer the ordering hereof, to 
himfelf^ as well in the particulars aforefaid> as in al| 
other things, thereunto, appertaining, in fuch fort^ 
as both the town and feamen, fliall find his majeftie^ 
regall care over them. Sic fubfcripfit epi^ majejl. 
See 12, chap. 3. 18. (d.f), 23. (a), 43. (e)» 

It is conceived, orders are no laws, and the latter 
order, which contradicts the former, voids it ; fo 
by this of king Charles, voids king Jame«*6 for tbQ 
powet of the river, in chap. 1 2. (i). 



C H A P. XI, 

Jarrow Slike, ^r. 

(a)/^N the 4th. of December, 1634, ceftalti 
\^ lands, and waftes were difcovered, to the 
late kings commiffioners, at the commiffion-houfe, 
in fleet-ftreet, as belonging to the crown, concealed, 
efpecially, a parcel of land, or wafte, in the river of 
Tyne, called Jarrow-flike, at South-Shields, in the 
f ounty of Durham, which the water, at a full fea, 
covers every tide, and is by eftimation, 300 acres, 
a fit and convenient place, for fhips to caft ballaft 
at, for many years to come, without any prejudice 
to the river, and great furtherance of trade. Sec 
chap. 56. chap. 34. (a.b.). 

The mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, hearing 
hereof,- put in their claim, to the faid commiffioners. 



y 
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and alledged, that all that ground belonged to 
them, with all other grounds,, to a low water mark, 
from the full fea-mark, on both fides the river, 
from a place called Sparhawke, in the fea, to Head- 
wyn-ftreams, which is feven miles above Ncwcaftle, 
being fourteen miles in length, granted to them, 
and their heirs, for ever, from king John by charter, 
and confirmed by his fuccefibrs; and therefore 
^befeeched time, to make it fo appear. (There being 
no fuch thing granted, could never make it appear.) 
A long time was given them, but nothing aj^eared, 
as truth of any fuch grant, and two years after, upon 
the firft day of July, 1637, they inftead of wearying 
out the commifEoners, and gentlemen, that dif- 
covered the fame, was called to 'make good their 
claim. Then they became petitioners to the kings. 
commiiSoners, that they would be pleafed, to fell 
that parcel of wafte ground, called Jarrow-llike, to 
them, and to admit them to purchafe the fame, for 
which they would give two hundred pounds, by 
reafon, it lay more convenient for them, then any 
elfe, but they would give no more money for it,. 
See chap. 18. (a.b), 'See chap. 2. 

Upon which, one Mr. Thomas Talbot, and Mr. 
Richard Allen, of London, gave four hundred pound, 
and got it. The king upon the 27. of November, 
1637., by his letters pattents, under the great feal 
of England, confirmed the fame Jarrow-flike, and 
wafte ground, upon the faid Talbot and Allen, and 
their heirs, for ever ; they paying in to the exchequer 
five pound per annum, as a fee-farm rent, which faid 
ground, is in conteft, between the f^id Gentlemen, 
and fir Henry Vane. 

If this ground, to a full fea-mark, were really the 
corporation of NewcaftleSj it would have fo appeared 
in the charter, granted by king John, and alfo, they 
' then, might have made good their claim, and not to 
have become petitioners, to purchafe the thing, which 
Avas their own before ; even as they do in this, fo in 
other things. 
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Alfo, if all ground be theirs, from a full fea-mark, 
>ffliy were they tenants to the late dean, and chapters, 
of Durham, of certain ballaft Ihores, built to the low 
water-mark, on which all ballaft is caft. 

And if all ground were Newcaftles, from a full 
fea-mark, why fhould Mr. Bonner, &c. buy the lady 
Gibs ground, and build a ballaft-flioar, to a low wa- 
ter-mark, and wrong the town of their right ; and 
why (hould not Gates-head, and both the Shields, 
which are built to a low water-mark, pay Newcaftle 
tent, &c. See chap. i8. (b), 34. (a.b.). 



CHAP. XXL 

(A)"l^iNG Charles, in Auguft, in the 13. year 
J\^ of his reign, created a new corporation, of 
free hoft-men, in Newcaftle, (called in englifh, coale- 
engroffers) and grants a leafe, to fir Thomas Tempeft, 
knight, with others, for the felling of all coals, export- 
ed out of the river of Tyne, and to receive eleven ftiil- 
lings and four pence,per chaldron, cuftome, and twelve 
fliillings, from all ftrangers, which fliall be tranfport- 
ed over fea, and to have two pence, per chaldron, 
towards their charge, and power to feize of all coals, 
fold by the owners of fuch coals, fold ; in which 
leafe, it is ordered, that if mafters of ftiips have not 
their due meafure, at one and twenty bouls, to the 
chaldron, then upon information given, the one half 
of fuch coals, and keels, to be forfeited to fuch 
mafter, and the meafures to be looked after, by fworn 
commiffiorxers, and that this leafe (monopoly) to con- 
tinue, for one and twenty years, from January, then 
laft paft, and that nothing be done or aded. by pre- ^^ll.^^"''^''^' 
tence, or colour of this leafe, to the prejudice of the ^^i^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
king- See chap.-i i. (p.), 8. (a.). See ftat. 21. king law,'&c. 
James 3 . See chap. 46. (b.). 

If 
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If any fuch prejudice the people, the king i« alicf 
■prejudiced here, the people cannot fell their own 
coals, &c^ which is a prejudice^ See his oath, chap^ 
59. (a.). 



ii'i. ■ liillHi' l i l iiiifl ii !■ W. n ij i.jj 



CHAP. XXU- 

(a)1|T' ING Charles, in June following, iii the 
|\^ fourteenth year of his reign, incorporates 
another company of coal buyers, namely Mr. The. 
Horth, and other mafters of fhips, to buy all coals, 
exported out of the ports of Sunderland, the river of 
Tyne, Newcaftle, Blith, and Barwick, paying to the 
king, one fhilling, per chaldron, cuftome, and to fell 
them again, to the city of London, not exceeding 
feventeen fhillings the chaldron, in the fummer, and 
nineteen (hillings the chaldron, all the winter ; pro- 
tided they had a free market, and a juft meafure, at 
Newcaftle, &c. which they were debarred of, by rea- 
fon of the foregoing leafe, granted to fir Thomas 
Tempeft. See chap. 11. (p). 



C H A i>. XXIII. 

(a) 17^ ING Charles, in July following, grants 
xV^ another pattent, to Mr. Sands, with others, 
for the farming of the cuftomes, of one fhilling, afore- 
faid, upon every chaldron, at the yearly rent of ten 
thoufand pounds. By this, you may fee, no fmall 
quantity iffucs out, &c. See chap. 1 1 . (b). 

But there are fome other gentlemen, which hath 
this benefitial leafe at prefent, namely fir John Tre- 
vor 
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Vor, witli Others, who jjayes (as. I hear) one thoufand 
four hundred pBund^ per annum^ (having fome 
yeei-s yet to come in the pattent). I wilh the poor had 
it after them^ at the rent of five thoufand pounds, per 
anniim^ And it is the judgement of wile men, that 
thofe gentlemen, are wanting of many hundreds o^ 
pounds, per annum, wHich might be made, as well 
as the former, &c. 



CHAP. XllV. 

Die Jovis, Oclob; 8. 1646. 

. j&y the co?nmittee of lords arid comrnons^ for the admi' 
rdlty^ and cinque porhy ^c, 

WHEREAS, the committee hath been peti- 
tioned, by Barbery Hilfon, widow, on the 
behalf of herfelf, and divers mafters of fhips, trading 
to Newcaftle, whofe names are here fubfcribed, to 
the faid petition, that the petitioners may receive the 
benefit, of loading, and unloading, at the ballaft- 
wharf^ erefted at Shields, about ieven miles from 
Newcstftle, as tending to , the good, and. prefervation 
of (hipping, &c. for that by reafon, 4:he river is wreck- 
ed up, with fands, and funk fhips, that (hips of great 
burdeiis cannot paffe up, withoutJiazard, and danger 
of Ipfmg„ which liberty^ as by their petition is fet 
forth, they enjoyed for fixteen ycers paft, until! of 
late,, the pi^iyor and commonalty of I^^ewcaftle, have 
eaforced them to cotne up, to their oxyn (boars. 

Now, for as much as this matter, as it is repre- 
fented unto the committee, may tend much to.th.e 
fecurity of (hips, the advancement of navigation, 
and encouragement of trade, (e), 

I ' It 
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It is ordered therefore, that the petitioners Ihall 
be at liberty, to load and unload, at the Shields, as is 
defired, and directed, untill other order, in that 
. behalf be given. 

And if the magiftrates of Newcaftle, and fuch 
others, as is therein concerned, (hall hereafter 
defire, to offer reafons to the contrary, this com- 
mittee will be ready to hear them, and to do 
therein, what ihall (land with juftice. See chap. ig. 
(g.h.i). 



WARWICK, 
ALEX. BENCE, 
SALISBURY, 
JO. ROLL, 



ES(^. BENCE, 
ED. PRIDEAUX, 
GILES GREEN. 



It is conceived, this order voids king James orders, 
for prefervation of the river, in the two and 

. twenty articles, and confirms king Charles, &c. 
See chap. ig. 



CHAP. XXV. 



At the council for trade ^ at White -bally Sept. 26. 
1651. 

(a)TN purfuance of a reference of the council of 
J[ ftate, of the 8. of Feb. 1650. to take into 
confideration, the petition of fome captains and 
matters of fhips, with others trading to Newcaftle, 
with a paper of their grievances, annexed to the 
fame, fetting forth, &c» See 12. chap, the 19. and 
24. chap. 

\ <b) That 
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(b) That in cafe of any difafter to fliips, after 
extremity of weather, or otherwife, though in 
great diftreffe. See chap. 29. (c), 30. (a.d.s), 33. 
(a). 

(c) Are debarred to take the afliftance, and help 
of any other neighbouring fhip-wrights, and car- 
penters of their own hired fervants, who they have 
entertained in their (hips, for their Ihip-carpenters. 
See chap. 36. (a), 38. (c). 

(d) But are conftrained, either to carry their 
Ihips, to Newcaftle, or to remain there in peril, till 
one be fent for, or procured from Newcaftle, who 
will not come upon r^afonable terms. See chap. 30. 
(b), 38. (a.b). 

(eJ Complaining alfo, that the town will not 
fuffer them, according to ancient liberties, and 
cuftomes, to heave, and caft out ballaft, at con- 
venient aud fufficient fhoars, where they may do it, 
without endangering their (hips. See chap. 29. (c), 
30. (a), 32. (d), 35. (b), 41. (a), 43. (d), 44. (a). 

(f) Nor to load, nor unload, where they may 
with fafety perform it, notwithftanding fome orders, 
heretofore, to that end obtained, from the late king, 
and from the parliament ; but are moft injurioufly 
forced, to carry up their (hips, to Newcaftle, through 
moft dangerous parts; qf the river, by reafon of 
faiids, (helves, and divers* fvmk (hips, in the way, 
with other particulars, to th^ like purpofe. 

(h) The council, having t^ken the faid papers, 
into con(ideration, and it appearing, that the faid 
to\^ of Newcaftlei however they juftifie not the 
Hndring of any mafter, to make ufe of his own 
hired (hip-carpenter, coming along with him, in the 
Jaid(hip, do, notwithftanding, juftifie the hindring 
of any other (hip-carpenter, to work or ^(Tift him, if 
JiQt a free-n^an of theif town, and do claim the fole 
imploynient of their own free (hip-wrights, within 
the whole port, of the faid town. See chap. 1 2. (i)^ 

I 2 29. (c.;. 
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^29.. (C), 3!. {a), 34, (C), 32; (C.B.). 35^ (a.b,), 

38. (a), 49- (a), 5^'-(c)- ^ ' ' '; 

(1) A$ alfo do juftifie the fole ereQion, keeping, 
and heaving, of all the ballaft-fhoars, within the laid 
port, (k), and the hindring any perfon, to loj^d or 
unload, at any place of the faid port, fave at the 
faid town, or as near it as conveniently may be. 

(l) This council, having further received the 
depofitions, and examinations, of feveral mariners, 
and m^fters of (hips, belonging to the town of New- 
caftle, and others alfo, of the town of Ipfwich ; an4 
having alfo advifed, with fome mafters of fhips„ 
aiitient and experienced traders, fent and chofen, 
by the trinity-honfe, of London, with fome others, 
do, after full debate had, and hearing, at divers 
meetings, the reafons on both fides alledged, 6ffer, 
fee chap. 33. (a), 38. (a.b), s^- (a), 

(m) That the faid pradice, of the faid town of 
Newcaftle, in debarring mafters of (hips, to make 
ufe, within the river of Tyne, of what fhip-car- 
penters they pleafe, or find fitteft for their oyu 
C^nyeniency, and in conrtraining them to ufe onely 
the free fhip-wrights, of the faid town of Newcaftle, < 
is^ very pi^ejudicial to trade and navigation. See chap, 
33- (a). 38- (a.b.c). y 

(n) That it hath appeared to this council, n.ot^ 
withftanding any thing to the contrary, alledged, 
&c. that through the winds, rains, and other 
cafuahies, wafliing down the ballaft of thofe, that 
. are called the town of Newcaftles fhoars, having 
, been a great newfance, and prejudice, to the river, 
and in the higher parts thereof. See chap. 34. (c), 
35. (a.b). 

(o)^ And that the praftice of the faid town- of 
Newcaftle, in conftraining the faid mafters of fhi^s, to 
come up the river, and to heave out their ballaft, 
at the town ftioars only, (p), and hindring thent to 
load coals, and difcharge their ballaft, where they 
may with fafety perform it, as well to the road-ftead 

it 
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itfelf, as to their fhipping, is a damage and iqcon- 
vemeiicy to tracje ^nd navigation. See ch. 34. (e), 
44. (%j, 41. (a), 44. (e), 32. (d), 43. (d), 29. (cX 

(q^) To hinder any (hips, to buy or take in, at any 
place of the faid port, bread and beer, for their own 
fpending, and viftualling, is alfo a very great hinder- 
arice, to trade and navigation. See chap. 48. (a), 
49. (c.d.g), 50. (a), 51. '(b), 44: (^)^ 29, (a), 

(r) That notwrithftanding, for the better regula- 
ting fuch further liberties, as fhall be granted, in the 
granting of the. faid provifions, building of ballaft- 
(hoars, defraying the charge, and for the prefervation 
of the river, for the future, be intrufted into faithful^ 
able mens hands, to fee the fame put in execution, 
as to the' wifdom of the parliament, fliall be thought 
fit, &c. 

John Johnson, clerl;:. fi^ro temporf^ 



CHAP. XXVI. 

A judgement at the common law, obtained ctgdlnjl 

Newcq/ikj Iffc. 

(A)nr^HOMAS Cliff, a fhip-carpenter, who hath 
X been very inftrumental, in faving many 
fliips from finking, and at eafie rates, for his work* 
ing upon a ihip, in the feme river of Tyne, in the 
year 1646, had got a fhip, off the rocks, with the 
help of his fervants, and other work^men, for which, 
the mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, fent down 
fergeants, with other burgeffes, to the town of North- 
Shields, which is in the county of Northumberland, 
to bring the faid Cliff, and fervants, to their prifon; ir% 
which lervice, the faid fergeants killed his wife, brake. 

his 
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hU daughters arm, and led his fervants to prifon,* 
as you may read, chap. 36, and then fued the fold 
Cliff, by an cnglifh bill, in the exchequer, and held 
him in fuit, five years and, upwards, the fuit being, 
commenced, in the nanfie oiF the mayor and burgeff- 
cs of Newcaftle, complainants, againft Tho. Cliff, de^- 
fendant. The merchants and burgeffes, of that cor- 
poration, came in a^ witneffea, in their own caufe> 
as you may fijnd upon record, in the exchequer, 
wh^r^ they were exa,mined, in the year 1649, J^^* 
^7. by vertiie of 2, commiflion, &c. alfo they were 
crofs examined, &c. which faid fuit, was transferred 
to the coqimon law, and to be tryed at York affizes, 
in biliary, 1651. Th^ v^rdift went for the defend- 
ant. Cliff; which faid judgement expreffes, that the 
mayor and burgeffes ought to be feverely fined, &c. 
for their umuft claim, in that port of the river of 
Tyne, and fhall pay 36I. cofls, &c. which faid bill i$i 
' in the office of pleas, in Lincolns-Inn,' &c. S^e chap, 
19- (c), 24. (a), 25. (a), 54. 28, 



CHAP. XXVII, 

To the fufream authority, the par/ia??ienf of the com^ 
monwealth of England. 

The hum^blc petition of Ralph Gardner, of Northumber- 
land, gent, in behalf of himfelf and many others, 
whofe defires are thereunto annexed, &c. 

Sheweth, 
(A)njP'HAT many great complaints, of grievances 
JL and opprellions, prefented to the council of 
ffcate, in the year 1650, in writings, by many captains, 
and mafters of fhips, with others, againft the magif- 
trates of Newcaftle updn Tyne, in relation to trade 
:2ind navigation. 
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The council of ftate, by order, transferred the fame 
to be examined, by the council for trade, and after 
a long debate, at feveral times, divers witneffes were 
fworn, and counfel had on both fides. 

The council for trade, drew up a report thereup- 
on, to prefent to the parliament, conducing much to 
the good of trade, and navigation, which laid report 
hath lyen dormant, ever fmce, to the great detriment 
of the commonwealth, in the exceflive prizes of 
coales, and otherwife. 

Your petitioner humbly prays, that thofe reports 
and papers, may be called for, and reviewed, 
and thefe annexed defires inferted, to do there- 
in, as to your wifedoms and juftice, Ihall feem 
meet, 

And as in duty bound, fhall pray, &c. 
Ralph Gardner, 
Henry Ogle, 
29. Sept. 1653. 

Gardners defires io the parliament. 

(b)T^H AT North-Shields be made a market town, 
X it being feven milds from Newcaftle, and 
twelve miles from any market, in the fame county, 
which would relieve the garriion of Tinmouth caftle, 
the inhabitants, which be thoufands, the great con- 
fluence of people reforting thither, the great fleets 
of fliips daily riding there ; would further them to 
make many more voyages in the year, fave boats and 
mens lives, which are often in danger of being caft 
away, in fl:ormy weather*; alfo, by which means, the 
people would be relieved with provifions, during the 
time the river is frozen, and half in half cheaper, 
than from the fecond hand ; befides the lofs of a 
dales labour, and great charge to the poor, in going 
by water, in boat-hire ; and fave the life of many a 
man and bead, from falling into coal-pits, which lies 
open, after the coals wrought outj being covered 

with 
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with friow, ^c. See chap. 29. (a), 48. (a), 49. (b}, 
50. (a), 5i,(A). i. : 

' (c) That the mayor and burgefles, may no mote 
imprifon poor artificers, onely for working upon their 
trades, in or about the river. See chap. 36. (a), 38. 

(d) That they may not eaft men iilto prifori, for 
faving of fhips from finking, nor keep rtien in prifon, 
till they give them bond, never to work upon their 
trade again, Se^ chap. 33. (a), ^6'. (a), 38. (a). . 

(e) Thai they may not force all goods, brought in 
by fea, for the fait and coal-works ufe^ at and near 
the Shields, to be carryed up to Newcaflle, where , 
there is no ufe, for the fame. See chap. 50. 

(F)That the coal owners of Northumberlancf, and , 
county of Durham, may have free liberty, to fell their 
own coals to fhips, and not to be inflaved, by the 
free hoaft-men, of the town of Newcaflle. 

(G)That any perfon may have liberty, to btiild 
fhips and veffels, in the river of Tyne, without the 
moleftation of the magiftrates, of the town of Nev/-* 
caftle, for the increafe of trade and navigation. 

(H)That no maflers of fhips may be imprifofled, 
for refufing to fwear againfl themfelves, according to 
the praftice of the Star-chamber, it being a great dif- 
couragement to trade, and difquieting of the fpirits> 
of many confcientious perfons, &c. See chap. 39^ 
(a), 49. 

(i) That all unreafonable, and arbitrary fines, may 
be mitigated, as fhall be agreeable to juftice, and e- 
quity. See chap. 41. 42. (a). 

(it) That no more fhips may be compelled, up the 
dangerous river, feven miles, whereas, they need to 
* go but one mile ; never any coals, being to be had 
at Newcaflle, which would faye many fhips from 
finking, and caufe them to make upwaj-ds of three 
voyages in the year more than they do, which would 
caufe, two or three hundred thoufand chaldron of 
Goals more to be fold, and the excefTive prices to 
' ' fall. 



GARDNERS DESIRES TO THE PAR14AM£KT« 6^ 

&il tti^ckr twentv fhillings the chalder^ all the year. > 
See chap. 29. (c), 32. (c), 31. (a). 

(l) That the truft of the rirer of TyDC^ be put 
into fidthfull commiffioners hands » the mayor, and 
aktermen, and commiffioners of Newcaftle, having 
betrayed the truft, repofed in them, for confervancy 
thereof; that whereas within this twenty years, 
aboTe twenty flups, of the burden two hundred tuns^ 
rid afloat, in moft road-fteads, in the faid river, 
now, not above four^ of the fame burdeiiy at low 
water* See chap^ la. (1), 34, (c.)y 55- (a.b.)* 

(hi) That their charters, granted to tfaei^ corpo^ 
ration, may be called in, and viewed, and othev 
erants and orders, granted by kii^ James ; and what 
IS found offeniive to the commonwealth, may be . 
repealed ; as it now ftands,^ provcs^ deftna&itte to the 
peoples i%ht. September 2g. 1-653. 

All which are preiented to your honours,; to dd 
ibetein as God flisdl direft you, for the good of his 
people* 

Ralph Gardner* 

Tuefdayy Odhker 5, 1^53. 

(N)npHE petition of Ralph Gardner, of Nor- 
X thumberland, gentleman, in the behalf of 
himfelf, and many others, whofe humble dcfires are 
thereunto annexed, being this day read, the com- 
mittee conceives it proper, for the committee for 
trade, and therefore, do recommend the fame to 
their confideration- 

Anthony Rous. 

At the committee for trade and corporations^ fitting at 

Whitehall, Oa. 18. 1653. 

(o)'TX THEREAS a petition hath been exhibited, 

V V ^^ ^is committee, by the faid Ralph 

Gardner, of Northumberland, gentleman, in the 

behalf of himfelf, and many others, complaining of 

K feverai 
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fereral grievances^ they fuflaiti> by the corpbratios 
of the town of Newo^le ; it is ordered, that the 
iaid petition^ and complaint, be taken into con- 
fideration, by thii committee, on tuefday, the i $• 
of November, next, whereof the mayor and cor- 
poration of Newcaftle, afbrefaid, are to have con- 
' venient notice. 

Samuel Warner, 

(p) The mayor ajtid burgefles of NelfrcaiUe, pe- 
titioned the committee, beleeching their honours^ 
for a copy of the petition, and paper exhibited, and 
to grant them fourteen dayes time longer^ to make 
their defence, which their honours granted^ but 
ordered their agents to attend, the 15. day of Nov- 
to hear the witnefles^ on the commonwealths behalf, 
examined, and to receive, what farthet fliould be 
brought in, by way of charge, againft the corpora- 
tion, by reafon, a great trial was had before their 
honours, with the late farmers of the cuftomes, 
which took up all that day; the eighteenth day was 
appointed, for Newcaftles bufineffe, on which day, 
moil of the witnefles were examined, upori this 
following charge, and proved it, in prdTence of' 
the corporations agent, and when they were all 
difmift and gone, the agent defired further time, 
and the witnefles to be crofle examined, to which 
the honourable committee replied, that further time 
they would not give, in a matter of fo high con- 
cernment, and it was too late to crolfe examine the 
witnefles, he not defiring it, when they were there, 
and he prefent, but granted him a copy of the 
charge. 



CHAP. 



aXflDNfilVS CHARQB AGAINST NEWCASTJU. Sj 



c H A P. xj;vm. 

The heads of the char ge^ exhibited by Ralph Gardner ^ 
(f Northumberland^ gent, to the committee for 
trade and corporation^^ tigainft the maytir^ and 
burg^Jfes afJlffwcaJUe^ 1653. 

(a)'T^HAT the mayor, and burgefles of Newcaftle 
X upon Tyne, ^ve, and dp imprifon ^tifi* 
cer^» Duly for their wprki^g^ upon their lawfull 
trades. (See flat. i. 1301O 

(b) That they do force mafters of Ihips, to cut 
purfes, in their open court, for gain to themfelves^ 
and imprifons them, if they refufe. See ftat. 8. 
£liz. 4. 

(c) That thisy fprce all mafter3 of (hips, to fw^ar 
againft themfelves, ^d notwithftanding they have 
fwore the truth, others are called in, to fwear againft 
them, ^hich is for a fin^es fake, which profit accrues 
to the m^yori burgeifes, and witnefle, for their 
own ufe* 

(d) That they dp impofe arbitrary fines, fo ex- 
ceffively, that without payn^ent, i$ committed to 
prifon, which fald mafters are there detsu^iedj till 
the laid fine be paid. 

(e) That they have robbed people, in their open 
markets, and in paffing through the town, of their 
goods, alledging foreign bought, and foreign fold, 
All peo^Ie^ not htv^g fr^e of t\iz% (own^ are reputed 
foreigners. 

(f; That they have imprifoned men, for faving 
flups from finking, and detains them till compound^ 
whofe poor wives and children, are ready to ftarve; 
alfo keeps them in prifon, till they enter into bond, 
never to work upon their trades again. 

(o) That they of that corpQration> have taken aH 
p^tb ampngft themfelves, not to work with> nor imr 

^ 2 ploy 
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ploy any un-frecmen, but to fuppreffe all fuch from 
working, in that corporation, or the whole river of 
Tyne. 

(h) That they do imprifoft poor mtftcrs of (hip^y 
for letting their ihips from finking, and denies bayl. 

(i)r That they feize of all fuch goods, as any poor 
mafter doth fave, when their ihips are finking, 
which is all the poor mafter hath left in the world, 
to relieve his wife and fiimily, and poor fea-men* 

(k) That when any Ihip is finking, though feven 
miles from N«wcaftle, none muft help to fave her j 
but Newcaftle-men muft be fent for, who comes at 
leifure, befides having his demands, which is ex-* 
ceffive. 

(l) That they ingroflfe all merchandize, andother 
dead vidual, and provifion, which comes in by fea, 
and then forces the countries, to give them their 
own rates, for what they want. 

(m) They will hot fuffcr any provifions to be 
Bought at Shields, or any market to be there, not-* 
withftanding people are often drowned, in going 
and returning from Newcaftle markets, and alfo, 
many are ready to ftarve in the winter feafon, by 
reafon the river is then frozen up, and fo become 
innavigable. 

(n) That they, by ingroffing all corn into their 
hands, have kept it to fo cxceffive rates, that the 
poor could not buy it, but have been conftrained to 
. eat beafts blood baked, inftead of bread. 

(o) That by fuch hoarding up the corn, and the 
people not able to buy the fame, being fo dear, many 
country people, were neceflitated to eat dogs and 
cats, and to kill their poor little coal-horfes fof 
food. 

(p) They have hoarded up fo much corn, and 
keeping it for fuch exceffive gain, that in the very 
time of fcarcity, and mifery amongft the people, 
many have been found ftarved to death in holes; 
li^ndred bouls of cdrn were caft into the river, being 

fpoyled 



^yled vfith the ratt, and rot : Tbe very fWnc 
oonld not eat it; . 

(q) That they will not fuficr any of the coal 
owners, in. any of the two counties, to fell theif 
owa coals, but the owners mufl either feii their 
coals, to the free hoaft-raen, at what price they 
pleafe, and then all ihips muft give them their owa 
price, or get none, which makes coal^ fo dear. 

(R)That no fhip fliall beloadenwith coals, &c« 
that will not do, what the mayor and burgeflea 
commands them, by going up the river, fevwi miles 
with baliaft, to their great loffe of time, and hurt of 
their fhips. 

(s) That fliips have been often tea or fourtccii 
daies, in failing up and down .the river, onely to di& 
charge their baliaft, they, for the moft part, taking in 
their loading at Shields. See chap. 32. (c). 
, (t) That other fliips, which have taken in their 
loading at Shields, with coals and fait, have made 
their voyage, to London and back, before fuch fliips, 
which were fo compelled to Newcaftle, could get 
ready, and, ordinarily, is the caufe of their lofs of 
three voyages in the year, by fuch compulfions* 
See chap. 32. (d). 

(u) That they force all fliips, with materials^ 
brought in by fea, for the abfolute ufe of the fait* 
works, and coal-works, at and near Shields, to bo 
carryed to Newcaftle, and laid out upon their key, 
though they have no ufe for the fame, and the cuft- 
oms being already paid, and ofSceri at Shields zu 
tending ; often the boats that fetches them finks, in 
returning to Shields, See chap. 50. (c). 

(w) That fliips have often funk, in returning empty 
from Newcaftle to Shields, there being nothing to be 
had at Newcaftle, and fuch fliips are onely to take iif 
fait, or coals, at Shields : No fait to be got eif&* 
where, but at Shields, in that river, and therea*» 
bouts. See chap. 29. 30. 32. 

(x) That 
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(i) Thatthcy will not tollerate any feaman, though - 
never fo able a pilot, to guide a (Irangers (hip into 
the river, over T^nemouth-bar, though he be in never 
fo great diftrefs, but a freeman muft befent for, ^om 
Newcaftle, there being but two at Shields, by means 
whereof the fhip is often r^ady to be loft, before any 
can get feven miles up, and feven miles back again; 
See chap. 32. (a). 

(y)That they force all (hips, though never fo lon^, 
great, or weak, to fail up the river, to caft out their 
ballaft upon their ihoars, for the gain of eight^pence, 
for every tun a Ihip carries, which is an j^rbitrary im^ 
pbfition, fee chap* 32. (b.c), it formerly being but 
four^^ence; and one fhip with another, carrys an 
1 00 tun, every voyage, &c. See chap. 29. (c). - 

(a.b) That they force mafters of fhips, to pay for 
eighty tun, when ihde^d they have but forty tun, 
and fo opprefs the poor mafters, whereby the price of 
coals muft needs be enhanft. See chap. 44. (a). 

(a.f) That they have fpoiled the river, with their 
ballaft (hoars, by (hips (inking in failing up the river, 
and returning back, their baIIaft-(hoars being fo fiall, 
and heavy, and hilly, that every (bower of rain, and 
ftorm of wind doth blow and wafn dovim the ballaft into 
theriver, befides the weight, inpreffing down the walls, 
to the great prejudice of the commonwealth ; by the 
obftruclion of the river, and endangering of (hipping^ 
See chap. 34. (a), 35. (a.b). 

(a.o) That by the negligence of the commiflioners, 
for the river, above three thouland tuns of ballaft, 
, have fallen into the river, in one nights time. See 
chap. 34. (c). None taken up, &c. 

(a.h) That within this twenty years, where twenty 
(hips of a certain burden could have rid afloat, iii 
moft road-fteads in the river, at a low water mark, 
now, not above four (hips can ride afloat, &c. See 
chap. 35. (b). 

(a.j) That (hips have made twelve voyages in the 
year, ^yitbin this, ao years, when they had liberty, to 

caft. 
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caft their ballad ^t Shields^ and now^ tl^ make but 
fi^r or five voyages only, being obftruaed by the 
mayor, and burgefles of Newcaftle, in compdHi^ 
the fliips up the river, fev^ miles, to cafl: out their 
ballad, upon their own (hoars, &€• See chap. %2. (d)» 

(a.k) That they will not fuffer atty ballalt-lhoars 
to be built, at or near the Shields, by reafon, the 
owners of the ground will not fell it to them^ not- 
withdanding there are convenient |)laceS| for ihoars, 
for above this hundred years to come, without any 
prejudice to the river^ and to the great advantage of 
the commonwealth. See chap. 29. (c). 

( A.L) That they do hinder the dock of the pubKck 
revenue, above forty thoufand pounds per an* in 
cudomsy declaro.. See chap. 45. (b.e.f), 3a. (d). 

(a*m) Ttmt they do hinder a trade, all the winter 
feafon, by reafon, neither dibs, nor boats, can pa& 
up the river, which is often'^frozen, below the ballad- 
{hoars, called the Bill-point, and half down the river, 
it never freezeth lower. See chap, 35. (b). 

(a.n) That the mayor, and burgefles of Newcadle 
have combined, and made new ordinances amongd 
tfaemfelves, th^t what free hoad-men, or fillar of 
coals» fliall fell any coals, to fuch fliip-maders, as ihall 
cad any ballad at Shields, and not upon their own 
ballad du^ars, (hall forfeit and pay, 20I. a time, or lie 
in prifon, till the fame be paid. See chap. 43.J (p), 
30. (d). 

(a.o) That all fuch coals as fhall be fold, and not 
bein^ free of that corporation, (h^U be confilcated, 
£»" the corporations ufe. See 21. chap., (a). 

(Some fay, if what is here alledged, be nothing but 
the truth, it were pity, but they (hould receive judge- 
ment, according to their re(pe£live offences, but if 
it ai^ear otherwife, it were pity, but the evidence ' - "* 
upon oath, with mVfelif, (hould receive the fame 
judgement.) 

( A.p) That the mayor and burgefles, by having be- 
trayed the trud, repofed in them, by king James, in 

the 



the two and twenty ariicles, for the priefierTation of 
the river of Tyne, have forfeited all that corpora- 
tUkiis liberties^ into the ftateg hand) by the exorbitant 
abufi^s committed, and neglefk, in not putting them 
ki execution* See chap* 13. (a)j 34- (c). 

(a.<^) All "^bich faid charge was proved Upon 
oath, before the council, at White^hall, 1650, and 
the committee for trade and corporations, at White- 
hall, in November, i$53. And order was given, 
that Mr. Thomas Skinner, be defired to draw up 
an a^, for a free trade, m that port, and river of 
Tyne, to prefent to the parliament, fee chap* 54. 
(which aft was intended.) Whether it be confonant 
to religion, or reafon, that thefe things f© perpe^ 
trated, aforefaid, againft the good of acomnmn* 
"Wealth, fhould be neglefted, and in not being tinaely 
regukte^ I refer to better judgements. 

Ralph Gari>ner« 

(a.r) Mr. Mark Shafto, Mr. Ralph Jennifon, Mr. 
R<^rt Ellifon, Mr. Tho. Bonner, the recorder, 
and aldermen of Newcaftle, with Mr. John Ruft* 
"Worth, one Maddifon, and one Michael Bonner, with 
many more of the burgeffes, appeared at Whtte^ 
hall, on the 29. of November, being the day appoint*- 
cd, for the town to plead to the charge, they having 
had the copy of the charge, whei'ethe full committee 
was met, and many parliament-men more, where the 
petition, the charge, and the dedres were read, to 
the foregoing gentlemen. 

(a.s) The corporation, agents, and aMermeit, 
humbly begged ten weeks longer time, by reafon 
they, were not ready, nor prepared to anfwer the 
^^ -. charge, f6r it ftruck at all that ^as neer, and dear 
PP'* «^* nuiQ them*; and hoped the town would not be fur- 
prifed, and that they did conceive Mr. Gardner had 
lent down that order to affront the. towjn, by reafon 
it was dropt at the mayors door, by a boy ; and that 
there was a paper, printed by Mr Gardner, whtdh 

was 
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was as full of lyes, as words, which did conclude 
them, and difliearten their * witneffesj alfo, that 
the Scots having tumbled their records^ could not 
draw up an anfwer in fo fliort a time. 

(a.t.) In anfwer to the town, it was humbly 
moved, their honours would give no longer time^ 
by reafon it was the day fet, and agreed upon^ that 
they of the corporation (hould plead, and that it 
was no new matter infifted upon, but what was 
debated at that board two years before ; the records 
and judgement, given againft Newcaftle, being in 
their honours cuftody^ and that they were as well 
able to plead then, as at any other time, and if there 
were any new matter, it fhould be withdrawn, and 
was willing to joyn iffue, upon the former judge- 
ment, granted two years before, at the fame board. 

The towns agents altogether refufed that, and 
hoped their honours would not infill upon the 
former judgement, but to give them longer time, 
they not being l-eady to plead to the faid charge* 
nor came prepared, upon the earneft folicitation of 
the towns agents. The committee told them, that 
if they would deal clearly and candidly with them, 
as to give in writing, under their hands, fuch an 
anfwer to the charge, as they would (land and fall 
by, then they would give thetn their own time, if 
not, then they would record that fair motion, and 
that they muft plead, by reafon they appeared, ahd 
entred upou a plea, and their work was Very fliort, 
for all that they had to do, was to plead guilty, or 
not guilty ; if guilty, then to make it good by what 
law they did fuch things, as was laid to their 
charge, and if not guilty, then it was left to Mr. 
Gardner to prove his charge, (who indeed had proved 
all fufSciently) and therefore would give no more 
day, whatever, then the 13. of December, and Mr. 
Gardner left free, to bring in what more he had fo 
charge them with. Upon the 12. day of December, 
the parliament was difmiffed. 

L But 
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But the honourable committee, met in White- 
hall, and drew up another report, and figned the 
fame, agaioft the corporation of Newcaftle, and 
would have prefented the fame to his highneffe, the 
lord protestor. 

But I conceived to give a narrative was better, 
though it be large ; yet fuch things as are perti- 
nent, might be fooner collefted, being put 
together, and more fatisfadory to all hands, theflt 
lying in feveral courts diftraftedly ; not doubting^ 
but thereby to reap the fruits, according to my 
labour, I not in the leaft defpairing, and am 
fatisfied with the change, defiring God to go 
along with him, in all his highneffe undertakes. 



CHAP. xxi:^. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

^hips upon funds 9 others Jinking^ others funk; boats j 
and provifions cajl away^ and people drowned^ &fr. 
and others cajl into prifon, for faving Jhips fromjink- 
ing ; all done at ISewcaJlle^ by crder ofthofe magif 
irates ; all wreck being given them by charter. 

SEE PLATE FIRST, FIGURE FIRST, 

* Mr. Fuller. A NDRONICUS* the tyrant, and alfo an 

* Andronicus J^^ heathen king, being overcome with a re- 
t^unatc ^litii ^"^^^^y of heart, /eeing the miferable condition, 
tion. poor merchants and fea-men were in, after Ihip-' 

wreck, (and fhould receive fo bad a reward from 
people, whom they came to, for help or Ihelter) by 
having their goods feized on, their throats cut, and 
no relief afforded, by thofe, that got all the fea had 
caft up for fuccour, they never taking any pains for 
the fame, made a law, whofoever took a bit. of 

wreck. 
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wreck, for their own qfe, fliould be put to death, 
but that all fliould be preserved for a time, or the 
worth, for the right owner, and if not looked after 
by the owner, then for fuch, as were fufferers by 
ihip wreck, for the future^ and the people paid, for 
their pains in faving of it } for which law they 
were cannonized. 

Let not tyrants and heathens out-ftrip^us in mercy 
and juft^iee. This law we want. 

(a) Mary Hume, upon her oath, faid, that all 
fliips and boats, are compelled, by the mayor and 
burgeffes of Newcaftle, to fail up the river to their 
ballaft flioarsj^and.town, with all manner of viduals, 
which are brought into that river, ^d will not 
fuffer any market to be at Shields, which is feven 
miles from theoi, and twelve guiles from any other 
market town, in the fiatme county, sind that they 
compel all people to their markets,* by which 
means, flie.hath known many|| fliips and boats caft 
a^yay, in the faid river, by ftormy weather. (Read 
flat. 27. Ejd. I.*) See chap. 49. (b)*)^ chap. 10. • 

CO5II 3^- (a)- ' - 

(b) Sbe, th^ faid Mary, further affirms, that flie 
h^th kn9,wn many people drowned,, and boats caft 
away in ftormy weather, in that river, and prpvifions; 
and that in or about the year 1650, one William 
Rea of Shields, was drowned in coming from New- 
caftle market; alfo a young gentleman, fon to Mr. 
Snap^, juinilter, in Northumberland, wa^ drowned 
in that river ; both which were found, and buried 
at Shield^, but no coroner* viewed their dead bodies, 
which flie hath heard fliould have been done, by 
Newcaftles coroner, being tyed to it by charter. ^ 
See chap. 10. (o.p). Alfo William Grays mother 
inJaw, of North Shields, in going to market, was 
csift away, &c. . 

, Mary Hume. 

L 2j (c) John . 



y6 »Et>OSlTIONS. 

(c) John Mallcn, mafter of a fhip, upon his oath, 
fald, that the mayor and' burgefles of Newcaftle, do 
deny to load any (hips, nor fufFer any others to load 
them, with coals, who refufe to fail up that dan- 
gerous river fevcn mile5, to caft out ballaft upon 
their (hoars, which compulfions caufcth theloffe of 
many Ihips,* and veffels in that river, amongft fands, 
fhelves, and funk fhips, it being merely for the 
gain pf pi^htpence pe^ tun, of ballaft. See chap. 

3.1. (a.b.'), 3*- (»)*' 

' (d) That he, this deponent, was in company with 
one Mr. James Beats, of Alborough, who was 
mafter of a new fliipj being compelled to fail up 
the river, to caft out his ballaft, upon their unlaw- 
ful ballaft flioars, and in returning to Shields, to 
take in her loading of coals, in the middle of the 
river, his (hip funk, and npne durft help to fave her, 
for fear of being imprifoned, as others were for th^ 
like, nor to weigh her up again. See chap. 30. (a). 
- (e) The free- men came, and required a greater 
fumme* to weigh her up, then ihe was worth ; fb 
the poor mafter wa$ forced to leave her, upon fmall 
termes; but foon after, they got her up, and fet her 
to fea, for their own ufe, which the faid mafter. 
Beats, might have done the like, ifthofe of New- 
caftle, would h^ve tollerated the un-freeipen to work, 
who were as well able to perform that fervice. Sec 
chap. 30. (f), ^6. (a)*, ftat. 2. Ed. 6. 15.* 
All wreck is given to them. See chap. 10. 8. 

John Mallen, 
Thomas Heislewood, 
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CHAP. XXX. 

(A)nnHOMAS GOSNAL, matter, affirms, that 
X the mayor and burgeffes of Newcaftle, by 
compelling all fliips, up that dangerous river of 
Tyne, fevcn miles, is the caufe of the loffe of many 
fhips; and that Mr. Cafon \q&, hi$ fhip upon the 
Bill-pointy which funk, but by weighing her up 
again, it coft him near two hundred and fifty pounds, 
all which might have been faved, if ihips could be 
tollerated to caft ballad at Shields. See chap. 25. 
(b), chap 10. (s), 32. (c.e). 

Thomas Gosnal. 

(b) Edmund Tye, of Ipfwich, fenior, upon his 
oath, faid, that being with his fhip, laden with coals, 
riding at anchor, at Shields, with the fleet of fliips, 
ready to put forth to fea, his fliip funk, by a fad 
difafter to his undoing, being mott of it nis own, 
and in the time of finking, procured help to fave 
what goods he could, for relief of him&lf, and fea- 
men, who had faved to the value of one hundred 
and fifty pound, and fent them on flioar, to Shields, 
in the county of Northumberland.* The mayor, and 
burgefles of Newcaftle, 

(c) Sent down their oflicets, and feized of all his 
goods, and fent them to Newcaftle, and carried him, 
this deponent, to their prifon, and kept him above 
fix months, becaufe his fliip funk. The goods and ^ 
fliip, were worth about eleven hundred and fifty 
pound, and would detain him in prifon, till he did 
weigh up the faid fliip, who had not wherewithal! to 
relieve himfelf, Exod. 22. 21. notwithftandin? 
they were certified fo much, under the baylifis 
hand^, and to^ feal of Ipfwich, and had continued 
him longer, if he had not procured a habeas corpus, 
for his removal, to London* Sec chap. 25. (b), 10. 

(^, ftat, 
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(s), ftat. 3. Edw. !• 15. 34. 14. Rich, 2. 9. 23. 
Hen. 6. lo* - 

s Edmund Tye* 

(d) Thomas Heiflewood, of London, mafter of a 
(hip, upon his oath, faid, having taken in his ihips 
loading of coals, in the river of Tyne, was putting 
forth to fea, with the fleet, but by a ftorm was caft 
^oar, neer Tinmouth-bar, and in great danger of 
their lives, which were on board of the faid fliip, and 
was conftrained to caft his coals into the fea, and 
thereby got his.fhip lo Shields, where fhe lay like 
a wreck, the water having free paffage ip, and out. 

(e) He, this deponent got on fhoar, and repaired 

to one Collier, a free carpenter of Ne\ycaftle, 

dcfiring him to mend his fhip, and, for haftes fake, 
he would procure thirty or forty of his neighbours, 
|na(ters of ihips carpenters, to help him, but tlie &id 
fr&s carpenter replied, that he had taken an * oath 
in Newcaftle, with their company, neither. to work 
with any unfree carpenter, nor to fet any on work, 
bfy.whidi means, he, this deponegat, was conftrain-. 
id to^jatch up his fhip, with his fingle carpenter, 
and adventure to London, to get her upon the ftock, 
where h£, and his company were in great hazard 

' of their lives, and lofle of the fhip. See chap. 10. 
(s), fee flat, 19. Hen. 7. 7. (2. Edw. 6. 15.*) 

I Tho. Heislewgod. 

♦If all mailers (f) Henry Harrifon, mafter, upon his oath, faid, 

fhouldbe thus ^^^^^ j^j^ Q^jp ^^g lad^n with corii; comia^g in: at Tin- 

ail^ things of Hioutb-bar, loft her rudder, or fteerer. of his fhip ^ 

them, judge he, this deponcnt, defired another, of a free^man of 

of the confc- Newcaftle, who would not furnifh him, under forty 

quence. fhillings,* but this deponent got a good one, of ^n 

un-freemail, one Thomas CUffe^ of ^hieldsj carpeirter^ 

See chap. 5^9. (e), .36, (a)^ for 6s. 8d« 

' - Henry Haiirison* 

CHAP, 
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(A)T^yriCHAEL BONNER, of Newcaftle^ mer- 
XVJL chant, and water-fergeant, in Janu. 1649, 
being examined upon oath,* at Gates-head, by ver- 
tue of a commiflion, in a caufe depending in the ex- 
chequer, between the mayor and burgeffes^ complain- 
ants, and Thomas Cliffe, defendant, faid, that a fhip, 
called the Adventure, of Ipljvich, which was funk in 
the year 1646, (Mr. Thomas Cafon being mailer;) 
one other fhip, called the Providence, of London, 
(Humphrey Harrifoij, of London, being mafter,) 
which funk in the year 1649 > o^^ other fliip, called 
the Refuge, of Ipfwich, funk iii Oftbber, 1649, (^^^^ 
Edmund Tye, being mafter; ) another ihip, called the 
Henrietta Maria, funk in the year 1644; all which 
fliips were weighed out of the river of Tyne, at the fole 
charge of the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle. 

Michael Bonner. 

Some calls this depofition perjury,* but I refer it 
to the judgement of the reader; that reads the follow- 
ing depofition, which proves, that moft of the above- 
faid (hips lye funk, ahd did, three years after the de- 
pofition. See flat. 5. Eliz. 9.* 

(b) Gap. George Phillips, of London, upon his 
oath, faid, that there lyes feveral fhips funk in tbe 
river of Tyne, betweeii Sparhawk and Heborn 
Steath, namely, the Adventure,* of Londoti, Hum- 
phrey Harrifon, of Sunderland, late mafter, funk in, 
or about the year 1 649 ; one other fhip, called the 
Refuge, of Ipfwich, funk in Oftober, 1649, at Shieldsi, 
(Edmund Tye, the late mafter;) one other fliip, called 
the Henrietta Maria, funk in the river, in^ or about 
1644; 2ind one other in the fouth road, late belong- 
ing to Mr. Bulman ; and alfo, one other Ihip, be- 
longing to a fcotch-man, lyes funk neer unto the low 
lights ; and that the chiefe caufe of fliips finking in 

that 
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that river is, by being compelled, by the mayor, an4 
burgefles of Newcaftle, to fail up that dangerous 
river, to caft ballaft upon their unlawful ballaft moars , 
for the gain of eightpence, for every tun, fo caft put. 

George Phillips, and 

Tho. Hesilwood, prove the like. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

(a)/^ AWEN POTS affirms, that no ftrangers 
Vjr Ihip whatever, though Ihe be in never fuch 
great diftreffe,'and finking, muft be pylotted into the 
r^ver, by any other fea-man, then a freeman of New- 
caftle : In the intrim, one is Cent for, (being fixteen 
miles forward and backward) often, either fiie is loft, 
or driven by ftorm away. 

Many others proved the like. 

(b) Jeremiah Low, matter of a (hip, upon his oath, 
1650, faid, that the mayor and burgeffes of Newcaf- 
tle, compelling all fhips up the river, to their ballaft- 
(hoars, amongft the dangerous fands, flielves, and funk 
ihips, is the caufe of much harm, and lofte of many 
Ihips, and loffe of many voyages in the year, befides 
loffe to the ftate, and fpoyl of the river; it bnely being 
done for the lucre of eight pence, for every tun of 
ballaft, to fome private perlbns, which brings them 
in many thoufands of pounds in the year, and that 
there are many funk Ihips in the river, between 
Sparhawk and Hebourn Steath. See chap. 29. (c). 

Jeremiah Law, Mr. Phillips, 
Mr. Hesilwood, prove the like, 

(c) John Mallen, matter of a (hip, upon his oath, 
faid, that by the mayor and burgeflfes compelling 

(hips 
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ihips lip the river, to their ballaft-flioars, with their 
ballaft, was the caufe of Mr. Tye, and Mr. Morfes 
two fliips running on the fands, neej Jarrow, where 
they were both in great danger of being loft. 

Mr. Yaxleys (hip in. a condition of finking, but 
three unfree carpenters being ready, faved her. Mr. 
John Wiiley in the like condition. 

Capt. George Phillips was fourteen dayes, in get- 
ting up and down to Shields, by which means, much 
damage is done to their fhips, and lofle of feveral 
voyages, and trade is obftrufl;ed. 

Capt. Geo. Philips, Mr. Hesilwood, Mr. Cason, 
Mr. Mors, Mr. Yaxlt, and Mr. Willey, prove 
the likci 

(d) Mr. Eeisble, mafter of a fhip, proves, that him- 
felf, with many other mafters of fliips, namely, Mr. 
Wright, &c. have made twelve voyages in the year, 
when they eaft ballaft at Shields, within thefe twdnty 
yeers, and doubts not, but by Gods bleffing, to make 
as many again, if the fliips be allowed to caft ballaft 
there, which may be done without hurt to the river, 
and more fafety to fliips, and a great. revenew to the 
publick ; whereas now^ being cbmpelled up to Newi 
caftle flioars, which hath fpoiled the river, they can- 
not make above four, five, or fix voyages in the year, 
at moft, which is many thoufand pounds, per annum, 
lofle to the ftate, in cuftome. 

Keebi^e. 

(e) Henry Robinfon, upon his oath, faid, that be- 
ing compelled, by the mayor and burgefles, lip the 
river to their ballaft-flioars, his fliip fet upon a fand, 
and broke her keelfon, to his great damage, and loffe 
of voyage ; and that Mr. Cafon his fliip, fet upon the 
point of the Bill, and overfet, which coft him two 
hundred and forty pound, the recovering of her. a- 
gain, befides the lofle of voyage. 

Thomas Gosnal, proves the likn. 

M CHAP. 
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CHAP- XXXIII. 



(a) T^HOMAS CLIFFE, upon his oath, faid, 
1_ that in AprJl, 1646, Arthur Lyme, mafter 
of a fliip, being in the river of Tyne, his fhip in great 
diftreffe and danger of finking, obtained the prcfenl 
help of three fhip carpenters, which were ready at 
hand, to fave his Ihip from finking ; and becaufc they 
were not freemen, the mayor and burgeffes of Hew^ 
caflle, fent down feveral carpenters, belongittg toNew- 
caflle, to force them from work, and carried thenx 
away to prifon, with the faid mafler, for fctting 
them on work, no tryall at law was had, or other 
oflfence committed. 

Tho. Glijfje* 



CHAP. XXXIV- 

(a) — -^- — BIGS, upon his oath, faid, that all 
the ground,* on both fides of the river of Tyne, to 
a full fea-mark, is the right of the town of New- 
caftle, and belongs onely to the mayor and burgeffes, 
aH the way from Sparhawk to Head\^an fbeams, 
and that he knoweth the fame, by reafon he hath 
feen often the water-fergeant of Newcaflle, (byname 
Charles Mitford) arrefl men, both maflers and- 
others. This depofition was taken in behalf of 
Newcaflle, at Gates-head, in Jan. 1649', ^^ the fuit, 
'between the town and Cliffe, and remains in the 
exchequer. 

" ■ '■ ' ■' ' BrQs« 

Some calls this alfo perjury, but it is left to the 
judgement of the reader, in reading the next depo- 
fition. See chap. 18. (d.f.), flat. 5. Eliz. 9.* 

(b) William 
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(b) William Gibfon, of Newcaftle, merchant, In 
Jan. i'649, ^^ Gates-head, upon his oath, faid, that 
the ground, on both fides of the river of Tyne, from 
Sparhawk to Headwin ftreams, from a low water- 
mark, was not belonging to the town, nor mayor 
luad burgeffes of Nev/caftle, but to the refpedive 
owners, in ^ach county, adjoyning on the river, 
and that he knew the fame, by reafon of former 
trials, and fo adjudged; and that the town had 
only the arrefting upon the water, but not upon the 
land. See chap. 20. 

William Gibson. 

(c) Thomas Horth, of London, merchant, upon 
his oath, faid, that he had known the river of 
Tync, above five 2md twenty yeers ; and that by 
reafon of the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaft:le, 
compelling all fliipis with ballaft, to fail up the river, 
fcven miles, to unload their ballaft, and out of keels, 
iipon their own Ihoars, by ballaft, and other rubbifli 
idling in, hath fpoylcd three parts of the river;* 
^whereas within this twenty yeers, twenty fhips of 
tbe burden of two hundred tuns a piece, could hav^e 
lid a floaty in moft rogxl-fteads in that river, || and 
BOW, not above four or five, at a low water-mark, 
by rcafim they have fo little ground, that it is fo 
over fiill, and hilly with the ballaft, that the winds 
and rains, every time, doth wafh and blow great 
quantities off, into the river ; and that in one night^^ 
the flipar called the Bill-ballaft-key, brake down, 
and, at ieaft, three thoufand tun of ballaft, fand, 
gravel, ^Xid ftones, fell down into the river,* and 
fiicy never knew any taken up. 

* Neither will the mayor and burgeffes fuffer the 
owners of grounds, adjoyning to the river, to a low, 
water mark, to build any wharfs, keys, or ballaft- 
ihoars, though more convenient then any are, and 
would ferve for many years, without any prejudice 
to the river, to unlade all ballaft at ; neither will 

M 2 ''^'"^' 



S4 I5EP0SITI0NS- 

they, the faid owners, fell their grounds to the faid 
magiftrates, to be inflaved, by which means the 
■^ * river is fpoyled. See flat 34. Hen. 8, 9. * 30. Ed- !• 
]j See chap. 12. (6.) 14. (b.) 

Thomas Horth, George Philips, and 
Tho. Hasilwood, prove the like. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

(a)|^ EORGE philips, captain, maftcr of a 
\JJf fhip, of London, upon his oath, faid, that 
the mayor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, is the caufe, 
pf hindring a trade for coals, fait, &c. the greateft 
part of the winter feafon, to the great impoverilhing 
of the two counties^ Northumberland, and Dur-. 
ham, out of which all coals, fait, &c. comes, (none 
being to be had, nor ever was in Newcaftle) by 
reafon the aforefaid mayor, and burgeffes having the 
pre-emption, and will not let the right inheritors fell 
their own coals, to any (hips ; (b) nor fuffer any of 
the owners to build ballaft-flioars, upon their own 
land, except they will fell it them; many of which 
places, neer unto the Shrelds, is far more convenient, 
then any of thofe unlawful flioars, belonging to 
themfelves, at, or neer Newcaftle, in the higheft part 
pf the river, which hath fo much fpoyled the faid 
river, efpecially a place called the Pace-fand, that it 
is the fpoyl of many ftiips, in fayling up and down, 
to caft out ballaft, and to take in coals. * (c) That it 
muft be a good neap tyde, that there is above ten 
foot, and a half, at high water, and moft fliips draw 
twelve .foot ; alfo, where there hath lately been ten 
foot at low water, in a place called the Bill, there is 
not now above eight foot, occafioned by the fand, 
and ballaft falling off the towns ballaft-flioars j (a) 

and 
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and that the river, in the winter, is oftCn frozen, 
below the towns ballad fhoars, at the Bill, (but never 
lower) that no fhips can get up to unlade their 
ballaft, and take in coals, fait, &c. all fait being 
made at Shields, where the river is never frozen j 
but all fhips reftrained from cafting ballaft there, 
though there, be more convenient places, and would 
ferve all fliips, to caft their ballaft, for above fourr 
fcore years, without any hurt to the river, or dip- 
ping, (f) and caufe them to make more voyages in 
ihe year. 

John Mobs, Walter Keeble, James Shrive, 
Thomas Hesilwood, Rob. Swallow, George 
Hill, John Keeble, Henry Harrison, and 
many other mafters of (hips, prove the like. 

(b) Thomas Hafilwood, of London, mafter of a 
(hip, upon his oath, faid, that all the ballaft-ftioars 
above the Bill-reach, have been the fpoyl, and ruine 
of the river of Tyne, and doth believe, that if no 
care be taken fpeedily therein, there will be no 
navigable river, to the utter impoverifhing of thofe 
counties, and a great prejudice of the whole nation, 
the greateft part of navigation, in that river being 
fpoyled, as appears in moft road-fteads, in the faid 
river of Tyne, what with the ballaft falling in, and 
fhips funk, that when, as within thefe twenty years, 
twenty fhips of the burden of two hundred tuns, 
could have rid afloat at low water, at Stl Lawrence 
road-ftead, now not above three fhips of the fame 
burthen ; at the Hands and Dents hole road-fteads, ' 
where twenty fhips of the fame burthen, now not 
above eight can ride afloat ; at St. Anthonies, where 
twenty of the fame burthen, now, not above three 
can ride afloat ; at the Bill road-ftead, where twenty 
of the fame burthen might have lid, now not above 
fix; at the North road-ftead, where twenty fhips of the 
fame burthen could have rid afloat, now not above 
four J and at the South road-ftead, where twelve 

fhips 
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Oips of die fame burthen could have rid afloat, at 
low water, now not above three can ride ; (b) and 
that within thefe few years, when fliips did call 
ballaft kt Shields, without the moleftation of the 
mayor and burgeffes, fliips made ten or tv/elvc 
Toyages in the yeer, whereas now, they can make 
but four or five voyages. See flat. 34. H^n. 8. 9. 
43; Hen. 8. 5. 

Tho. Hasilwqod, Rqb. Yaxjley, Georgij^ 
Philips, Walter Keeble, and Hekrt 
Harrison, with many more maft^rs of fliips, 
s ^ prove the like. 



CHAP, XXXVL 

A- yobn Hatl^ b. Ann Wallice^ c. Thomas Rutter, i>^ 
Ann CHfft e. Free Carpenter ^ v. Cliff's man. 

(See plate i. Fib. 2.) 

(a)TTENRY HARRISON, mafter of a fhip, up. 
JTI ^^ bis oath, faid, that in April, 1646, a 
fhip failing into Tinmouth haven, by ftorm, was caft 
upon the rock, near Tinmouth caftle; the mafter got 
aflioar with all expedition, and obtained the prefent 
help of an antient ihip-carpenter,. by name, Thomas 
Cliff, of North-Shields, with three of his men, to 
faye the faid Ihip from perilhing, which fhip had 
been quite loft, if the faid mafter fliould have rua 
to Newcaftkj to have agreed with the free carpen- 
ters, whofe excelfive rates* and demands, often fur^ 
mounts the value of the Ihip in diftrefsj and their te- 
dioufnefe, in coming and going that diftance, that of- 
ten the fhips in diftrefs are quite loft. 

(b) The 
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' (B)1rhe faid CliflF, and his men, faved the (hip, and 
got her off, and brought her to the lower end of the 
North Shields, and laid her upon the fands to mend 
her, wherd the three carpenters were at work, and 
Ann^ the wife of Thomas Cliff, and Ann Wallice, 
his daughter, ftanding, (to fee their fenrants work) 
near unto the fhip« 

(c) The mayor, andburgeffes of Newcaftle, fent 
Thomas Rutter, and John Hall, two fergeants, with^ 
Thomas Otway^ Richard Todcrick, and other free 
carpenters of Newcaftle, to Shields, to feize upon all 
the afordaid workmen, for daring to fave any fhip 
from finking, in that river, with command to carry 
them to prifoa« 

(d) The two women feeing their fctvants trailing 
away, railed agakift their evil praftices, for which» 
Thomas Rutter, with a club, by feveral blows upott 
Ann Cliffs body, and head, knockt her down to the 
ground ; the other fergeant, John Hall, by feveral 
blows, with a rule or truncheon, broke Ann Wallice 
her arme, and then perceiving fouldiers coming from 
Tynmouth caftle, both the faid fergeants fled to 
Newcaftle, where they were proteded from the hand 
of juftice* 

(e) The faid Ann Cliff was taken up, carried 
home, got to bed, and in a few weeks dyed* thereon, 
for which the faid Rutter was indited, and found by 
the jury, guilty, yet did not fuffer.. The faid woman 
required her friends, as they would anfwer it at the 
laft day, they ftiould require her blood at the hand& 
of Rutter, he being her death. The poor men kept 
in prifon,* and Cliff kept in fuit at law, far his 
working, by Newcaftle, and his men, and they forced 
to give bond never to work again. See chap. 25. 
(b), 29. (e), 30. (f), I. Edw. 6. 12^ 



>♦ 



Henry Harrison, Tho^^as Cliff, and 
Eleanor Lounsdale, all prove the like. 

CHAP. • 
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C H A P. XXXVII. 

(A)nnHOMAS SALKIELD, gent, upon his oath^ 
X fstid, that he, being at Shields, in the county 
of Northumberland, upon the two and twentieth day 
of May, 1653, ^^^ ^ great number of men, belonging 
to Newcaftle, with fwords drawn, and piftols cockt, 
"Who invironed a gentleman, who was peaceably in 
his houfe, and fhot at fome of the faid gentlematis 
fervants, and beat his wife, and much blood was fpilt, 
thqy pretending they came by warranty and produced 
a warrant from the mayor, Mr. William Dawlbn, 
Mr. John Butler, flieriff of Newcaftle, to take him 
and carry him away to prifon, under pretence of debt; 
but the fea-men got afhoarj fell upon the faid New-» 
caftle-meri, wounded and dilarmed them, arid reliev- 
ed the faid gentleman- See ft at; 2. Edw.- 3. 3^ 4^ 
Rich. 2. 37. Hen. 6. 

Tho* Salkield, Lettice HiJfME, Mary Hume,' 

AND MANY OTHERS, PROVE THE SAMEi 

(b) Thomas 3alkield, gent, upon his oath^ faid, he 
knew a gentleman caft into Newcaftle prifon, upon a 
bare arreft, in Auguft, 1652, and laid actions up- 
wards of nine hundred pounds^ where twenty pound 
could not be recovered j and kept him lockt up in a 
prifon, from all comforts, in a tower, above 7^6 foot 
high, being forced to evacuate in the fame room 
he lay, and eat his meat, by reafon he was locked 
from the houfe of eafement. 

(c) He offered good bayl, free-men of Newcaftle, 
who were accepted, and entered in the book, and two 
daies after rafed out again, and he ftill kept there. 
He defired to be admitted to defend his own caufe, in 
their court, but they refufed it. 

(d) Defired to go with a keeper to counfel, which 
was alfo denied ; his friends and fervants often not 
admitted to come to him^ 

(e) Proffered 
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(e) Proffered good bond to be a true prifoner, to 
the end he liiight have the benefit of the frefh aire, 
for preferyation of his health, but at the goalers houfej 
Which^ the fheriff granted, at the firft, but prefently 
after refufed, faying, that the mayor, aldermen, and 
hinifelf had a meeting, and refolved» he flioiild have 
tio liberty, being an enemy againfl: their privileges. 

(0) The faid gentleman offered them, that what 
any could recover againfl him by law, they fhould 
have it without law. 

(h) Conflrained to drink the goalers beer, not fit , 
for mei\s bodies. 

(i) No tryal ever againfl him ; they difobeyed two 
6r three habeas corpuffes, which the fheriff received, 
^d his fee, and was proffered to have their charges 
borrt, but never i-eturned them. 

(k) Refufed fubflantial bond, to appear at London, 
before the judges, and after five months imprifon- 
ment) he brake prifon, in February following. 

(1) And he further affirms, that upon the third of j^ 
February, 1652, one John Cuthbertfon, being im- 
prifoned, upon an aftibn of 5I. debt, but no tryal ever 
had againfl him, for the fame, was upon this gentle- 
mans getting away, eaft into the dungeon, by the 
command of the magiftrates of Newcaflle, where they 
laid fetters of iron upon him, to force a confefSon 
from him, whether he dtd not help the faid gentle- \ 
man out ; where he lay upon the cold earth, without 
either bed, flraw, or any other thing to keep him 
warm, or firing, and fed him onely with bread and 
water, and fufed comfortable fubfiflance to be brought 
unto him* 

(m) The poor man being not worth, in the whole 
world, forty fhillings, and two children a begging, 
and himfelf kept in prifon, after this impreifion, beg- 
ging for food. 

(n) And that he was certainly informed, that fome 

of the officers of Newcaflle, had counterfeited a letter, 

and fet the gentlemans name to it, and read it to the 

N faid 
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faid prifoner, thereby perfwading him to confefs^he 
helped him out of prifon. See flat. 23. Hen* 6. io« 
1. £dw. 1. 15. See chap. 41. 

Tif 0MA3 Salkciu). 

Hprnes Mirror faith, it is an abufe, that prifoners 
be charged with irons, before they be attainted, cap. 
8. fed. !• 2 JEdw. 3. 10. I. Edw. 3. 10. 

Bradon faith, to lay a man in chains is againft tfce 
law, for a prifon is to keep, not to punifli. 

And it is commanded by the law, that neither fe* 
Ion, nor trefpaffer be punilhed, nor tormented, in pri* 
fjn, fo. IK 17. 

Fleta faith, it is la;wful for fliefiffs to keep pirifpn^r^ 
in prifon, but not to punifli them, but keep them, 
&c, ^^. Hen. I. P# Inft. 54. See chap. 41. (a). 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

(a)T>ALPH TAYLER, publick notary, a^d 
JfV fteward to the carpenters of N^wcaftle, up- 
on his oath, at Gatefbead, in January, 1649, f^^» 
that the mayor and burgeiTes of Newcaftle, did fw^* 
imprifon,* and finf,* Robert Johnfon, Alexa^def 
Hearon, and William Portice, of th^ town qf.Gat^- 
head ; John Hubbert, of South-Shields, and Johi| 
Readhead, only for working upon fhips, in the river 
pfvTyne, being carpenters, and made them, t^ pa^y 
their fines, impofed upon them, by the mayor a;ii4 
burgeffes. See ftat. 2. Edw. 3. 6. 28. Edw. 3. 3** 
9. Hen. 3. 29.* 43. I^liz. a.* 

Ralph Tatleb^ and Mich. Bonner, prove the like. 

(b) Michael Bonner, merchant, apd water-fergeant 
of Newcaftle, at the fame time, upon his oath, faid, 
that the maypr and burgeffes of Newcaftle, arrefted 

and 
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and imptifoned, and fet a fine, upon one John Hard- 
caftle, a carpenter, for working upon a fliip, in the 
river of Tyne, he not being a freeman of that corpo- 
ratioiL, and made him enter into a boiid of lool. in 
May, 1 048, never to Work upon his trade again, and 
made him pay his fine. Micitael Bokkbr. 

(c) John Hall, upon his oath, faid, that the mayor, 

and burgefles of Newcaftle,did arreft,imprifon, fined, 

fued, and forced bonds, from cine Richard Tayler, 

Henry Atchefon, and Robert Lambert, fiffith8,^hofe 

wives and families inhabits, at North- Shields, i^ the 

county of Northumberland, and Thomas Brocket, of 

Gatemead, in the county of Durham, fmith, for nq 

other offence than for working upoil their lawfull 

trades, where they dwell ; Tayler and Brocket flood 

out fuit, Atchefon entered into bond, never to work 

upon his trade, to the Ihips on the the river, smd 

Lambert kept in prifon, till almofl flarved,* his wife 

and fix fmall children begging^ for food. See flat. 

9. Hen. 3. 2Q.* 43 EUz. ^, t u 

^ r ^ "•^ JoHH Hall. 

' ' . \. 

(d) Ralph Bdwes, of Newcaftfe, late bui^efe, but 
dimattcbized, Upton his oath, fiid. In January, 1649, 
feat, formei^ly, he had feeh an aricierit wrJting, be^ 
fetogJng to the mayot, and burgeffes df iJewcaftle, 
purporting, that it #as tjnlateful for any (radefmen 
to work, or live in any port, adjoyning to the river 
of Tyne, but onely fet the town aforefeid, and that 
the mayor and burgeffes, have had the punifliing of 
all fuch as did work, as alfo the correfiion thereof, 
bth!ltport,&c. R.LPH Bowes. 

It is pitty this gentleman is not reftored to his free- 
donv again, for this his great difcovery. S\irely this 
laid writing was made by the corporation themfel- . 
ves, it was fo conlciehcioufly drawn, it having fo 
Httk regatd to the weal of the publick. 

N z CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

D. The mayor and witnejfes. Q. The mq/ferfwei 
A. The majler cutting a purfe.. B. The darks 
the mony. To /wear againft ihemfehes^ to be\\ 
foned^ to cut apurfe^ topay a fine ^ are four 
meTtts for one offence. 

i ' 

(See plate 2. fig. i.) '.'■ 

(A)npHOMAS HASILWOOD, of Londoir; 
X mafter pf a fhip, upon his oath, faid, that 
all mafters of (hips, which fayleth into the liver of 
Tyne, for coals, fait, &c. the mayor, and burgefles 
or Newcaftle, compels them to * fwear againft them- 
felves, whether they did not caft ballaft at fea, be- 
tween Sowter and Hartly, or within fourteen fathom 
water, to the hurt of the faid river of Tyne, and 
when the faid mafter hath fwom the truth, that he 
did not, then a poor drunken fiftier-man, or other, is 
called into the town chamber, and maketh oath, that 
the mafter did caft ballaft, when in truth he did not^ 
be having part pf the fine for the fame. 

(b) Then the mafters oath is invalid,, ^nd li 
afide,* and forthwith is commanded to pay a %< 
five pounds, or elfe to cut a purfe, which hangs 
the town-chamber, with fand and money in it^v 
fo much as is therein, he muft pay, or i$ fent to 
fon, and there to lye till he doth pay it. See c^j 
^4> (f)* 12. 5. 17. k. Charles, (19. Hen. 7. 7.). 

Tho. Hasilwood, John Lockwood, 
Sam. James, mafters of (hips, prove 
like. Read thcfc ftatutes. '?' 

(c) Thomas Bradford, of Lyn, affirms, that in, cor 
about the year, 1652, the mayor, and burgeflfes of 
J^ewcaftlc, compelled one Richard Nefling, mafter of 

a fljip. 
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a (hip, to cut a purfe,* hanging up in the town-cham- 
ber^ M^ith monies in it, and paid money for fo doing. 
See chap. 12. (5) flat. 8. Eliz. 4.* 

Tho. Bradford. 

(d) In Spain, if any perfon do inform again ft 
another, let the fuggeflion be what it will, and the 
information never fo falfe, the party informed 
againO:, is fent to prifon, and there kept, till he do 
confefs that it is truth, and thereupon is lead to the 
liake, and executed. 

(e) The heathen kings, when they condemn a 
perfon, to dye for any offence, firft fends him a pair 
of fcales, and a weight; if the malefaftor fends him 
fo much gold, as tjhe weight weigheth, is faved, 
otherwife not. 

(f) The Star-chamber praftice was to put a man 
to his bath, to betray himfelf, and confeffe as much 
as he pleafed, and then other witneffes were brought 
in againft him, as that of the lord Bucan, and the 
warden of the Fleet, upon a complaint made againft 
the warden, in the Star-chamber, &c. See ftat. 
17, Carol. 



CHAP. XL. 

(a)TOHN HARRISON, of London, upon his 
J oath, faid, that all mafters of {hips, belonging 
to the coal trade, at Newcaftle, are compelled to 
fwear how many coals, and chaldrons, they have 
aboard their Ihips, at Newcaftle, when they are 
loaden, which is impoffible to fwear, by reafon 
they buy theii* coals by weight, and often the 
mailers pccafions draws tnem afide, fo are not then 
fiboard, when the coals are fhipped, but trufts to 

hiSt 
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his, « riidr mzt^ ; and crften the coal bo^t, hath 
much water, which weighs heavy, alfo great ftore 
of flates, and othellr rubbifli; and often the Ihip^ 
are loadeii in the night, fo that this oath, is a great 
vexation to their fpirits, and difquieting thereof; 
said conceives that never a tim^j a matter fwears, 
but he is perjured, and often deceived by the keek- 
men in the nayles. 

Capt. Jam£S GreenWay, proves the like* 

(b) The oath, ex officio. No man is bound by 
the law of God, or laws of the land of England, to 
betray himfelf, in criminatibusy licet in conttaStibtis^ 
9ot in criminal offences, but in coiitradis and bar-r 
gains, it may be whether he did naake the contra^ 
or bargain, in queftion, but never ufed to a male-r 
fa^or, for if witnefles, do not copie in agairift him, 
he is cleared by {aw^ and not put tp his oath, to 

' accule bimielf. 

(c) Many are conftrained to take an oath, de rebm 
ignotif^ t6 anfw^r to they know not to what, but 
Cods command is, fwear not at all. 

(d) C^ery, whether it be lawful for one to fweaTj 
being forced ? 

(e) The anfw^r. Magiftrates may impofe an oath, 
, with thefe three limitations; firft, if the thing be 

weighty ; fecondly, if otherwife it capnot be known; 
thirdly, if it be not a fnare to catch a mans felf, or 
trick to make him accufe himfelf; fecondly, ma- 
giflrates (hould be very wary, how they inforce, or 
conftrain men to fwear, becaufe they often thereby 
add fael unto the fire of Gods wrath, by making 
tn'en forfweaf themfelves, and therefore it were 
better to krofe the thing in queftion, than hazard 
the lofs of a brbthers foul, by making him perjure 
bifn^elf. P^ul would rather chufe never to eat flelh, 
than to offend his Weak brother. 
' (g) ff ye believe hifh when he fweaifs, why not 
l^ott ^ fol^mn proDeftation ? It fhould be confidered, 

wh^tbef 



whether fuch as is to be put to his os^th, fears God, 
then he dares no more lye thao, forlwe^u* himf?!^ 
and if he fear not Cod, how will he fear to forfweajj 
himfelf ? 

Yh) The prafiice in Newcaftle is worfe, for nc^- 
withflanding a man is put to his oath, againft him** 
felf, it will not (land, but another is called ixi».tQ 
fwear point blanck againit what he had fwom. . 



CHAP. XLL 

(A)X"YriLUAM LING, matter of a ftip, qf 
\(\ Ipfwich, upon his oath, faid, that Henry 
Truelove, mafter of a £bip, with himfelf, did eaft 
their ballad, at Shields, upon a fufScient fhoar, with-r 
out 2^ny harm to the river, ftwr which, (b) the mayor, 
and burgefles of Newcaftle, J^rrefted them both, and 
detained them, till they did pay tea pounds fine, ipf 
this oflfence, as they called it. 

(c) He, this deponent, with Mr. Truelove, ten- 
dered fufficient bail, freemen^, to anfwer the great 
council, or the common law, for any thing that they 
badiloiiej th^s they could not deny by Uieir power, 
p. 17. N. 7. (d) but the mayor and aldermen, fliarply 
reproved the bondfmen, for daring to offer them- 
f^vesas bail) and told to him,thjs deponent, and Mr. 
Truelove, that for a great council there was none, 
and for the common law, that they had within them- 
felves, and needed not to yeeld to any other court, 
and that to prifon they fliould go, and lye and rot, 
till they had paid the fine. P. 17. N. 7. 

And then caft them both, into their ftinking com- 
mon goal, where onely a wall parted them, and fuch 
as had the plague, where they lay, in that fad and 
mUerable condition, in hazard of their lives, (o) 
and was forced to pay thb faid ten pounds, and all 

charges. 
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charges, befides the lofs of their voyage, which amouil-* 
ted to above Sol. to their owners, (h) * There w^asf 
no tryal at law, nor any other offence committed, but 
they could get no right, by reafpn they were to have 
the fines, and being judges, jurors, and witneffes, in 
their own court, and for their own benefits. See flat. 
II. R. 2. 9. (a), fee chap. i8. (c), 23. Hen. 6. 10. 
See chap. 37. (d), 28. Edw, 3. 3. (f), i. Rich. 2. 

William Ling, and Henry Truelove, 
fwcars the like. 

(b) Jofeph Prieftly, with John Walker, the mini- 
fter of Jarrow, and twelve more, upon a tryal, at Dur- 
ham adizes, between the dean and chapters, plaintiff3j 
againft Thomas Talbot, and Richard Allen, gent, 
concerning the right of Jarrow,* Slike, which by ver- 
dict was given to the defendants, upon their oathes, 
faid, that they knew Jarrow Slike, by eftimiation three 
hundred acres, where a wall was building, to have it 
a ballaft-flioar, for the good of fhips and river, 22. 
Feb. 1638, by Ling and Truelove, and that the 
ballad which was caft thereon, was caft. without any 
prejudice to the river, and there lay fafe and fad^ and 
that neither the wind could ever blow it off, nor the 
rain, nor waves could wafh it into the fiver. See 
chap. 34. (a.d).* 

Joseph Priestlt, John Walker. 

How long will yee give wrong judgement, to ac- 
cept the perfons of the ungodly? Pfa. 82. 2. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLII. 

(a)^^ AFTAIN ROBERT WYARD, of London, 
V^ upon his oath, faid, that he^ with his fhip, 
being in the river of Tyne, at Newcaftle, in Nov. 
1649, where one of his fhips company (it feems) 
did call two or three ftraw mats, out of one of his' 
{hips port-holes, yet, to this deponenta^unknowledge,. 
which could do no harm to the riv^r, by reafon of 
its fwiming to fea* j but one Edward Green, and « j^ could do 
one ■ Wilkinfon, two free-men of Newcaftie» noharmtothe 

(landing a quarter of a mile from the fhip, upon the n?cr, other 
land, made oath, at Newcaftle, that this deponent *}j»"«"^^"g«'' 
call out ballaft into the river^ to the prejudice ^f^j^f^^^^^^ 
thereof. 

(b) Whereupon the mayor, and burgeffes of New- 1| Yet the lol. 
caftle feized him, and fined him twenty poundsj) for ^^^ notcleanlc 
the fanie, and conftrained him to pay ten pound of ^^V*^^*^ ^^^' 
it, and ten pound to Green, and eight pounds to 
Wilkinfon, and twenty four pounds more the fuit 

toft him, being fined by them, for faying they were 
forfworn, to fay he caft bullaft into the river, when 
he neither did, nor was out of his cabin when the 
mats were caft in. 

Robert Wyard. ♦i.Tiin.6.io. 

(c) And further faith, that the mayor and bur- 
geffes, were plaintiffs, judges, jurors, and witneffes in 
this caufe, of their own fines. See chap. 11. (e), 
flat. 5. Eliz. 9. 

If thefe men be fined fo high, far fo fmall an of- 
fence, and that ignorantly, what muft thofe men 
that have offended arrogantly and kno\^ingly, a 
thoufand times more ? Thomas Peach, mafter of the 
Ann Speedwel, of Ipfwich, who, by ftorm, was caft 
upon the rocks, near Tinmouth caftle, and for caft- 
ing his ballaft over-board, to fave his (hip, was fined 
by the mayor and burgeffes. , 

O Mr. 
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Mr. James Talbot, for his men fweeping the bins 
of his fliip, where thete could not lie above one 
ftiovel full of ballad, was fined five pounds, and laid 
it down ; fome they took, and fome they returned to 
him again. 



CHAP. XLIIL 

(|a)T^TICHOLAS PYE, of London, creiip,: upon 
X^ his 'oath, faid, that Mr. Thomas Partridge, 
of Gatefhead, mafter, being loaded at Ncwcaftle, by 
Thomas Read, Fitter, ^ith bad and unmerchantabfe 
coals, which he had fold for good coals, to Mr. Clark, 
of London, and M. Otridge, M. Godfrey, M. Har- 
rifori, and others, at the rate of 31 1, the fcbre, bnt 
proving fo bad, that he was threatened to be fued, 
by the faid gentlemen that bought them, and wa^ 
conftrained to compound for the fame, and loft 61. in 
every fcore, and that he hath known much bad 
coals, which the freemen of Newcaftle forceth 
matters of fhips to take, to the great lofs on all 
hands. 

Nicholas Py£. 

Pray look into the tenth year df king James, what 
punifliment hath been for the fame, formerly. 

The faid Thomas Read, did give 20I. as part of 
fatisfaftion, to the faid Mr. Tho. Partridge, the 
mafter, and in confideration of his great wrong, 
&c. 

(b) Captain Gregory Butler, captain of a man of 
war, for the parliament, upon his oath, faid, that 
in April, 1650, he, this deponent, wanting fome 
ballaft for his (hips ufe, being at Shields, required a 
mafter of a (hip, of Yarmouth, to caft his ballaft 
into his ihip^ for the ftates ufe, which the faid mafter 

did 
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did with much care, ^nd no prejudice to the river, 
(c) for which the mayor, and . burgeffes of New- 
caftle, refufed to fuffer any coals to be laid on 
board of his fhip, till he paid 5I. fine, for this con* 
tempt, and forced him to pay a fine, and to pay ^ 
eight pence, lor every tun of ballaft (befides) comr 
puting it to 48 tun, and then, and not before, he 
could get any coals. See chap. 44. 

Gregory Butler, 

Thomas Partridge, mafter, affirms, that Mr, air 

deri^an Samuel Rawling, forced him to pay for 80 

tuns of ballaft, . when he carryed but 42 tun. Every 

freeman pays fix pence the tun, and un-freeman pays 

eight pence. There is no warrant to demand any 

fuch fum. rr. ta 

Ihomas Partridge. 

(d) Richard Leavtr, of Ipfwich, mafter of a fliip, 
upon his oath, faid, that for his cafting out ballaft, 
at Shields, upon a more convenient fhoar, than any 
was at Newcaftle, and without any hurt to the river, 
went to Newcaftle, to the coal fitter, to be laden, 
but could get none, by reafon of a combination of 
the free hoaft-men, who had made a new ordinance* 
amongft themfelves, in the free hoaft-mens court, 
that who (hould dare to fell a coal to any fuch 

maftjcr of a Ihip, as did not caft ballaft upon the , ^ 

town fhoars, fliould forfeit twenty poiyid a time. 

(e) Upon which, this deponent waited above ten 
dayes, and could not get coals for money, but at laft 
prevailed, with one of the fitters of coals at New- 
caftle, by promifing him to fave him harmleife, and 
he would load him, which was done, for which the 
feid mayor and burgeffes, caft the faid fitter ihto 
prifon, where he lay, till a fine of five pound was paid 
for his ranfome, with other charges, which he, this 
deponent, was forced to pay, befides loffe of his 
voyage. This was without any triall at law, &c» (See 
19. Hen. 7. 7.*) 28. Ed. 3.3. 

Rich. Leaveiv. 
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CHAP. XLIV, 



(a)1>ICH- leaver, of Ipfvvich, m^^t of a 
JV fl^ipj upon his oath^ faid, that^ for. the onJy. 
gain and advantage of fome aldermeu, and a few 
other private perfons, of the town of Newcaftle, no 
mafters of (hips can be toUerated to caftbullafl:, in 
any part, but at their ballaft-flioars, which is un- 
lawful, and very prejudicial to the riyer and trade, 
and maft often pay for eighty tun of ballaft,* when 
indeed there is but forty to be paid for, (b) and do 
hinder all coals from being fold, to any Ihip which 
do caft ballaft at Shields, upon as fufBcient flioars, 
and better than the other, both for the good of the 
river, and leffe hurt to fhips, and more voyages 
made in the year; (c) alfo, that the mayor and 
burgeffes^ do prohibit all the coal- owners, in both 
counties of Northumberland, and Durham, for fel- 
ling their own coala, it tending to the faid owners 
utter undoing, and the caufe of many voyages, loft in 
the year, to the great prejudice of the poor, and 
much loffe to the ftate, (d; and that there is more 
convenient p^aces, to build ballaft-lhoars, which will 
laft, for hundreds of years, without hurt to the 
river, at, and neer Shields, then where they are at 
prefent. See chap. 43, S^e the following dcpofi* 
tipn, 

Richard Leaver, 

' Capt, Butler, Samuel Jamesj Capt, Philips, 
and Jeremiah Low, proves the like* 

(5) Thomas Cartwright, of Lyn, merchant, upon 
his oath, faid, that by reafon all coals are ingroffed, 
and fold by the free-men, the mayor, and burgeffes 
of Newcaffle, onely tends to the great impoverifli- 
ment of the coal owners of the twp counties, where 
all the qoals arc, 

(F)Alfp, 
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(f) Alfo, that It is the caufe of the high and ex- 
ceffive rates of coals, at London, and fea-coafts, and 
loffe to the matters, feveral voyages in the year. 

(g) And to the ftate likcwife, in cuftomes of the 
three fiiillings per chalder. 

(h) And that he hath kno\ra many fliips, denied 
to be laden with coals, only for catting ballatt. a^ 
Shields, to their extraordinary loffe, which is the 
caufe of coals being fold the dearer, they flaying fo 
long for^bem. 

(i) And that the faid mayor and burgeffes, being 
the fole caufe hereof, and likewife engroffe all pro- 
vifions coming in by fea, and fets their own rates 
thereon, and takes exceffive *towl, one peck of 
every grain of corn. See flat* 22. Hen. 8. 8.*, 
See chap. 44. (c), (a). 

Tho. Cartwright, Mr. Stmonds, and 
WiL. Reavely, proves the like. 

1. The pre-emption of tyn, foap, fait, cards,* &c. 
was a:djudged grievous, and why not coals, which is 
of as great ufe, nay more, as appears by ordinance 
of parliament, 1640; (a) alfo, they were damned by 
the judgement of the fage judges, in Sergeants-inn, 
upon a conference then hadj before that parliament 
began, as being repugnant to the law. 

2. And why a monopoly of coals, more upon the 
owners, then on. any. thing elfe in England? and. 
more of them to be infjaved then any other people 
of England ? I appeal to God, the whole world, as 
alfo to the coal-engroffers themfelves, whether it be 
juft? &c. • 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 



(A)Tr\ECEMBER, 1653, a charge was o«:hi- 
JL/ bited, to the committee for infpedions, 
and advance of cuftomes, againft Mr. George Daw- 
^n, coUedor of the cuftomes of Newcaftle, the 
contents being as follows, viz. 

(3) That the ftate hatH been, and is much 
wronged in their cuftomes in that port, by reafon 
fome of the faid cuftomers, are traders, merchants, 
&c. and many, fliips vexatioufly troubled without 
juft caufe,. onely by reafon they buy not their coal& 
from them, and ordinarily ►give coals, for reparation, 
cuftome-free, as alfo, a fecond charge exhibited 
to the commifSoners of cuftomes, not doubting but 
to receive juftice at either place ; here follows the 
depofition, viz. 

(c) Jonas Cudworth, of Newcaftle upon Tyne, 
draper, upon his oath,* in December laft, faid, 
that Mr. George Dawfon of Newcaftle, coUeSor of 
the cuftomes, in the fame port, did exercife the trade 

•Coalingrof- of a free hoaft-man, * in the year 1651, and imploy- 
*""*'' ed for his fitter, one Tho. Read, who loaded feveral 

veffels with coals, an4 cleared them in the name of 

the faid Mr. Dawfon. 

(d) And in the year aforefaid, one John Grip, 
maftcr of a hoy, belonging to Hamborough, was 
laden with coals, l>y the faid Thomas Read, and 
information being by this deponent, to the furveyor 
of the faid port, by name, Mr. Meriton, that the faid 
Grip bad (hipped a gfeat quantity of coals more, 
then he had cleared * for, and paid the duty of 
cuftomes, the faid Mr. Meriton had acquainted the 
faid George Dawfon herewith, after which, notwith^ 
ilanding information was made, and feizure alfo 
Should have been , made, he the faid George Daw- 
fon did admit of a poft entry of a fmall quantity of 
the faid coals, and after cbcket granted, and did not 

unload 
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Unload the faid veflel, to difcover the frauds atid 
feize the fame. 

(e) This deponent further faid, that about the 
fame tiroe^ the faid George Dawfon did unload, 
another veflel, belonging to Peter Hofman, of 
Dantzick, to his great damage, before any cocke*^ 
granted, and refufed to let any entry be made^ 
though offered, before full loading, and for repara- 
tion thereof, he gave to the faid mafler, four chalder 
of coals, cuftome free, and the faid mafter, George 
Dawfoa, had, ^i>d hath parts of Ihips, * and trades 
over fea with coals. (See ftat. 3, Hen. 7. 7,*) 14. 
Rich* 2. 10* 

Jonas Cubworth. 

(f) Thefe are humbly to certifie, that David Lin- 
dinian, mafterof a fhip, called the Fortuncj of Statin, . 
did load kis fliip with coals^ in the faid port of New- 
caftle upon. Tyne, and cleared in the cuftome-houfe, 
for three fcore and twelve chalder. of coals, and that 
Jonas Cudworth, of this town, came and told me, 
that the ftate was wronged of cuftome, for forty chal- 
dron of coals, in that fhip, and gave the names of 
the mafters of keels, or boats, that laid the coals a- 
board, and requefted they might be fworn, which was 
done, and the information found true. The faid Mr. 
Lindiman did pay for forty chalder of coals, more 
then he had entered for in the cuftome-houfe, which 
cuftome amounted to fifty and odde pounds, all which, 

I humbly conceive, the ftate had been defrauded* of, 
if the faid Jonas Cudworth had not informed thereof. 
See ftat. 11. Hen. 6. 15. . 

Tho. Mhriton, furve}^or. 

Newcaftle upon Tyne, 23. of March, 1643. 
It is the old proverb ,yb«/ birds bewrayes their own nejl* 

If one ftiip could cheat the ftate, fo much as fifty 
odd pounds cuftome/ what do hundreds of ihips do ? 
See chap 46. (b.). 

CH.\P. 
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CHAP. XLVL 



(a)|^ EORGE philips, of London, mafter, 
Vjr and captain of a fhip, upon his oath, faid^ 
that for his cafling ballaft, at Shields, upon a$ fuffi^ 
cient ballaft-fhoars as any can be, could not obtain 
his loading of coals, for doing thereof, being denied 
by the. may or, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, and lay 
five weeks for the fame, and at laft obtained faror 
from one Major Tolburft, and Mr. Readnal, to fur- 
nilh him with keels or lighters, to fetch fuch coals as 
he could procure, and when he had loaded his ihip, 
Mr. George Dawfon, collector of the cuftome-houfe, 
and * officer of the corporation of Newcaftle, fome- 
times mayor, alderman, juftice of p^ace, and mer- 
chant, and Mr. George Blackftone, cheque of, the 
cuftonie-houfe, iifued out a warrant, under the town- 
feal, and cuftome-houfe-feal, to feize his Ihip and 
coals, upon the 19. of April, 1651, which warrant is 
extant amongft the records at White*hall. See ftat. 
3. Hen. 7. 7.* II. Hen. 6. 15. 

George Phu-ips, 

(b) Coales, the chalder, at Newcaftle, doth 00ft the 
mafters of fliips, ten ftiillings the chalder, Newcaftle 
xneafure, and one fliilling cuftome, ordained by queen 
Elizabeth. 

For all coals, carried beyond fea, by any Englifh- 
man, pays by the chalder, for coals and cuftome, 
eleven ftiillings four pence, as by an ad of parliament, 
of the 28. of March, 165 1, appears. 

For all coals, carried by any ftranger, payes the 
chalder double, being for cuftome per chalder, two 
and twenty fliillings eight pence, and argiere duties, 
&c. in all fix and twenty fhillings and ten pence, cuf- 
tome, befides the price of coals and fraught. 

For all coals at the market, in every port, twt) fhil- 
lings per chalder, excife, towards building of frigot^. 

And 
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And for all coals, fold by the tun, one fhilling per 
tun, and for all fcotch coals, two fhillings fixpence 
•per tun. 

(c) And yet, notwithftanding thefe impofitions, 
Coals might be fold for twenty fhillings the chalder, 

all the y«r long, at London, with greater gain to the • 

matters and feamen, if ballaft fhoars were at, or neer 
the Shields. 

(d) f^rovifions for the relief of the multitude of 
fliipping, above iiine hundred fail, and the inhabitants 
thete. 

(e) Coils to be bought from the firfl hand, then 
there tnight be as many more voyages in the year, as 
now they make. 

(F)The maftets of fhips, defires dnely their due 
meafure, and then they would not regard the odd i 

chalder given to the fcore, all which they are debar- 
red of, moft uiijuftly, for commonly where fhips 
takes in at Newcaflle,. one hundred thirty fix chalder 
of coals, and expefts to make at London, two hun- 
dred and feventeen, or elfe lofeth, befides having bad 
coals a long voyage ; there are computed three hun- 
dred and twenty coal keels, alias lighters, and every 
keel accounts to have catried every year, eight hun- 
dred dhalder of coals to fhips ; then judge how many 
thoufand London chalder is carried away. See chap. 
23. ^ ^ . 

John Wrenham. 
RoBERf Reex. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 



People robbed in the open market^ and others, onely 
pajftng through Newcajlle. a. c. e. Three New- 
cq/lle-men. b. Ifabel Orde. D. John William/on. 

(See plate 2. fig. 2.) 

• 

(a)T7 i-IZABETH LUMSDEL, upon her oath, 
Fj faith, that one John Williamifons wife, and 
fervants, having bought fqrtv pounds ^orth of to- 
bacco, (who dwelt at Braughton, in the county of 
Cumberland,) which faid tobacco, all duties of ex- 
cife, cuftome, or toul were paid, and carrying the 
fame through Newcaftle, towards Carlifle-market, 
one Mr. Huntley, and Mr. Stranguage^ merchants, 
made * a feizure of the faid tobacco and horfcs, by 
order from the magiftrates, pretending it were foreign 
bought, and foreign fold, ♦ and therefore confifcate 
to their ufe. The poor people petitioned fir Arthur 
Heiflerigge for the fame, who interceded hard with 
them for the reftauration thereof, but it was refufed, 
yet they, fearing fir Arthurs difpleafure, fold the to- 
bacco for thirty pound, and reftored to the poor 
owner but fifteen pounds thereof. 

(b) This deponent further afBrms, upon her oath, 
that about the fame time, one Ifabel, wife to Henry 
Orde, fitting in open market, felling a role of tobacco, 
who had paid all duties, the faid Mr. Huntley, and 
Mr. Stranguage, made * feizure, by ftrong hand, of 
the faid tobacco from the poor woman, and would 
not acquaint them with the reafon, whereupon, in 
paffion, Ihe called them robbing rafcals, for which 
they fued her poor hufband, in their own court, and 
put him to great expences ; fhe, this deponent, with 
the faid Ifabel, hard petitioned judge Thorp for her 
tobacco, who fent for the two merchants, and de- 
manded the reafon of their taking away the poor 

womans 
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womans tobacco in the open market, who produced 
a warrant from the mayor, who likewife was fent for, 
by name Mr. William Dawfon; the judge demanded 
of him, by what power he durft rob people in the 
market, who replyed, foreign bought, and foreign 
fold, my lord, but command was given by the faid 
ju^e^ to reftore the feme, but after departure it was 
not J tllen the judge granted a warrant for reftoring 
the Tzm6 upon his going away, and when it was 
flietnfd the mayor, he fnatched it and put it up into 
his poiqket, and would not reftore the faid tobacco, 
but fleightcfd tht faid warrant. See ftat, * 3. Ed. !• 
24. II. Hic» 2p 7. 27. Ed. I, s, 6. Ed. 6. 9. See 
chap. 49. 51. 

EliZ. LUMSDEL, 
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(a)T ETTICE HUME, upon her oath, faid, that 

E J no vidual or other provifions, coming in by 

fea, for the relief of Northumberland, or county c^ 

Durham, is permitted to be fold at Shields^ but all is 

compelled to Newcaftle by the magiftrates, and there 

ingroffed after three market dayes, Tuefday, Satur-. 

day, and Tuefday, and payes double tole, * in and 

out, and pays double rates for the fame, and that fhe 

hath often Known boats, and provifions, caft away, 

and peoples lives, in going and returning from 

Shields to Newcaftle, in ftormy weather, too and from 

the market ; namely, one William Rea, with others, 

in the year 1650, at the fame time, and before, nor 

never any coroner fate upon any of the dead bodies, 

nor young Mr. Snape, &c. and that greater rates are 

given for provifions, being bought up by the townfi 

wen, than might be had at the firft hand. See chap. 1 1 , 
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(h), 44. (i), 49, (c), *fl:at. 3. JEd. i. 20. 25* 
Ed. 3c 6. * 

Mary Hume, Lettice JIump, proves the like, 

(b) Mr, Richard Blewet, brother to coinmiflary 
Blewet, affirms, that in, or about the year 1649, H^^ 
was at fixteen ihilUngs the bowl", in Newcaftle, none 
to be got for the poor, but from the merchant who 
had bought it ali up, that jhe poor bdng in great 
want, fir Arthur Haflerigge caufed the feid commif- 
fary, to lay out a thoufand pounds of the publickilock 
upon rye, from the firft fliips that came, and to fell 
it for the relief of the ppor, four fhillings under the 
market, which was done, 

(b) The merchants of Newcaftle, proffered to his 
faid brother, the rnarket price for all the corn |ie had 
bought, which was fixteen Ihillings the bowl, whei^ 
theyfaw the faid commiffary fell, for eleven fhillings 
per bowl to the poor, and the commiffary wgs a great 
gainer at eleven fhillings, and paid as much as the 
merchant. 

(c) And by reafon the faid commiffary did refufe, 
fome of them threatened, if ten thoufand pounds 
would break his back in fuit, for daring to fell corn 
in their town, he not being a free-man, it fhould. 
This information I had from Mr. Blewet, who will 
make it good upon his oath, when calied, and from 
Mr. Nich. Ogle. They will neither doe good, nor 
fuffer good to be done, much like the dog in a man- 
ger. See flat. 5. 6. Edw. 6. 14. 23. Edw. 3. 6. 
2. Edw. 6. 15. 5. Eliz. 12. 



CHAP. XLIX. 

(A)^-jrTII.LIAM REAVELY, of Lyn, mafter of 
VV 21 (hip, upon his oath, faid, that by reafon 
of the fhips not caftjing ballafl: at Shields, above four, 
if not five voyages, are loft in the year compleat. 
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(b) That all provifions brought in by fea, arc com- 
pelled up to Newcaftle, and there ingroiTed into the 
fFee*-mens hands ; people often going to market have 
loft their lives, and many ftarved to death in the two 
counties, whick canApt get to Newcaftle market, in 
the winter feafon, h^ reafon of the great florms of 
foows,.and the river frozen, and no market allowed 
for thei counties relief at Shields, where many thou- * 
fand i^f p^ffeogers, fea-men^ and inhabitants are, be- 
ing twelve miles from any market in the fame 
cpufity. 

(c) That fie, this deponent, and fhips company, 
hath often been conflrained to go to fea, without bread 
or beer, none being to be got at Shields on a fudden, 
and have drunk water for above five dales, which 
hath fo weakened his men, that they were in great 
danger of their lives, ^nd that from Newcaftle, they 
often fend down dead beer, and the cafks, but half, or 
three parts full, from the brewers of the faid town, 
and bread wanting above two pence weight in the 
•flailing, and not looked after by the magiftrates. 

(d) That they the faid mayor, and burgeffes of 
Newcaftle, aforefaid, did ruin one Mr. Johnfon, and 
Mr. Hilton, for brewing at Shields, for the relief of 
the fliips, and that they rooked from him, this depo- 
nent, twelve barrels of beer, which he brought from 
Lyn, for the relief of the poor at Shields, and made it 
confifcate, arjrefted him, and caft him ii>to prifon, 
fued him, and made him enter into fixty pound bond, 
never to bring in any more, alfo kept a bag of hops, 
which was fejit to a friend in Northumberland, and 
that he hath known them often do the like to others, 
they being judges, jurors, and witnelTes in tljieir own 
caufe. , 

(e) That they take exceffive tole,* above a peck 
of com of every grain brought to be fold by vef- 
fds, bcfides all other duties. 

(f) That the faid magiftrates force men to fwear 
againft themfelv^s, *and will not toUeratc any gen- 
wman, to build ballaft-ihoars upon their own Und. 



(g) And that he, this deponent, hath feeh ballafi: 
warranto, figned by one of the magiftrates,* only for 
keel«. to carry up balkft from Shields, and hath feen 
the keel-men caA it into the river, in the fouth road, 
to the rivers great damage/ and often dirt caft into 
the river, by fervants, brought out of the gates, when 
no watchmen were kept. See cnap. 39* (a), 12. 4. 
14, (fc), 47. (b), ^i. Sec flat. 27. Ed, 1. • 51. Hen. 
.3. 15* * 1 1. Hen. 7. 4, * 5. 6, Ed. 6* g.* 3. Ed» i. 
20.* 17. k. Chan*. 

William Reavblt. 

(g) Hugh Farrow, of Lyn, matter of a fhip, upon 
his oath, faid, that he and his fliips company having 
lyeii fo long at Shields, for a fair wind, with the fleet, 
that when they had fpent all their provifions, atno 
time CQuld obtain any from Shields,by reafonobftrua- 
ed by the magiftrates, and having fent up his boat and 
fqme of his men for fome at Newcaftle^ the wind 
cartie fair, . and on a fuddeiu the fhips all fet foil to 
fea, fo that he, this deponent muft loofe the proteflrion 
of the fleet, and hazard himfelf to the mercy of the 
enemy, or muft leave his men and boat behind, which 
the latter he did, and was conftrained to drink ftinking 
wat'Cr for four daies, for want of beer, which might 
be conveniently got at Shields, and he Was in greater 
daiiger of lofmg. his ihip, for waiit of his men* 

Hen. Farrow. 



CHAP. L. . 

(a) TO. Gardner,: of London, upon her oath, faidi 

1 that within this feven and tweilty years, or 

thereabout^! fhe knew the ufual praSice of the 

^layor, and burgeffes of Newcaftle, was to ingrofs 
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all iMTovlfions into th^ir hands, as corn, &c. and 
have kept it* in their corn lofts || till fo dear, and 
at fUjch high and exceffive rat^s, that moft peo- 
ple could not buy it, and that the people of Nor* 
thumberland, and county of Durham, being in 
great vrant for bread, that many were conftrained to 
let their beafts blood, and made cafces thereof, to 
eat inftead of bread, and in the fpring time many of 
thofe beafts dyed, being over-blooded. 

(b) Other poor people killed their coal-horfes for 
food, fome eating dogs, and cats, and ftarved, many 
ftarved to death*, fixteen, or feventeen dead, in a 
hole together j and yet at the fajtne time many hun- 
dred bowles of corn caft into the river, being* 
rotten, and mouldy, and eaten with rats, and fome 
of thofe people boafting, they hoped to fee the day 
a bowle of corns price fhould buy a filk gown. 
This was not in. the time of war, and the countries 
might have had plenty, if it had not been ingroffed 
by them. See ftat. 5. Eliz. 12.* 23. Ed. 3. 6.*. 

Jo» Gardner. 

Major Will. Burton, late member, of parliament, - 
Tho. IIesilwood, and WiL. Reavely, proves 
the like. 

(b) Richard Tayler, upon his oath, faicl, that the 
mayor, and burgefics of Newcaftle, da compel all 
iron and other necefl'aries, which comes in by fca^ 
for the falt-pans and collieries ufe, at and near 
Shields, to be carried up to NewcalUe. and unladen 
upon their town-key, at the charge of the owner, 
and to pay toule, and the lame vellds forced to fail 
back to Shields empty, and often luch veflels fuiks 
by the way, and their own veifels muit be hired, at 
their own rates, to carry it back again to Shields, 
being fometimes fourteen daies in getting down 
thither, though prefent ufe be for the fame, and 

divers 
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divers times caft away, fo that fhips utterly refufe 
to bring fuch commodities, to be put to fuch un- 
neceffary and needlefs trouble and charge, and this 
is done conftantly, notwithftanding all duties are 
paid, and the Ihip or veflel comes onely for fait at 
Shields, where it is made, and not to Newcaftle, 
where they have no bufmeis. See flat. 2i. Hen. &• 
18. 

Rich.. Tatler. 
, - Will. Reavely. 

(c) It were lefs damage to the commonwealth, for 

allowing featnen, for their encouragements, 5I. cuf- 

^ tom-free of goods, tHen thus to be abufed by meer 

pretences or lofs of cuftom, efpecially, by fuch who 

wrongs the cuftoms. See chap. 45. (f). 
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(a) a LEXANDER SYMONDS, of Lin, mer- 
Xx chant, upon his oath, fatd^ that all commo- 
dities, as well dead viftual, as other merchandize, 
are compelled up to Newcaftle, which comes in by 
fea, and there, by the mayor and burgeffes, are 
ingroffed and bought up by them; nothing to be 
landed elfewhere but at Newcaftle, notwithftanding 
all Ihips do lye at^Shields, and paffengers; and often 
in ftormy weather, and river frozen, none can pafs 
too and fro, for any relief from thence, and none to 
be had elfewhere, and if there be any, it is feized 
on by them of Newcaftle, and confifcate to their 
own ufe, namely, beer from one Will. Rcavely, 
and divers others. See chap. 11. (n), 47, (a), 49. 
(d), 50. (a). 

Alexander Symonds, and Thomas Cart- 
wright, dcpofe the like. 

(b) Captain 
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(b) Captain James Greenaway, of London, affirms, 
that his (hip was at Shields, in company with a fleet 
of loaden fhips, whefe they all had lyen a long time, 
for a fair wind j and had often fpent their provifions ; 
on a fttdden the wind dame fair, and the whole fleet 
fet fail for Londonj he, this deponent^ having fpent 
all hia bread, could giet but two dozen at both 
Shields, yet Was neceuitated to fet to fea with the* 
fleet, otherwife had loft their proteftion, if ftaid till 
he fent to Newcaftle, for bread. 

(b) The whole fleet being at fea, the wind came 
crofS, feeing a violent ftorm, that it was five daies 
before they could get fo high as Scarborough, fome 
twenty leagues from Newcaflile, and then the ftorm 
ceafed^ and he, this deponent, got afhoar to Scarbo- 
rough, for bread, when, the wind coming fair, the 
fleet failed out of fight, fo he loft their protedion and 
company; (G) he, getting aboard, and failing after 
them, was taken by a Dunkirk man of war, loft his 
fliip, goods, and money, his fliip being worth 800I. 
goods, 200I. and money, 400!. all which might have 
been faved, if bread, beer, and provifions had been 
admitted to be fold at Shields. Onely are hindered 
by the tyrannical power of the mayor, and burgeffes 
of Newcaftle, 

James Greenaway. 

(h) John Houlden^ upon his oath, faid, that in or 
<ibout the year 1648, a mafter of a ftiip was arrefted, 
and imprifoned, onely for felling of a little corn, to 
commiflary Weft, by the mayor of Newcaftle, he 
alleadging the town was not ferved, but fir Arthur 
Hazlerigge caufed the mayor to releafe the faid 
mafter, and' deinanded by what power, law, or right, 
they ought to imprifon any man, for felling liis own 
commodity in the market or key, and told I\lr. 
Ledgei", then mayor, if he did not releafe him, the 
fouldiers ihould. . 

JCHN HOLDEN'. 

O CHAP. . 



114 



DEPOSITIONS. 



C li A P^ LIIL 

Many -poor ivomen imprifoned^ and banged fot ^Ubcs^ 

A. Hangman, b. Bellman, c. Two fergeants. d;. 
Witch'Jinder taking bis money for bis work. 

(See PLAtE 3. FIG. 1.) 

(a)TOH. wheeler, of Ldndoii, upon His oath, 

i faid, that in, of about The years 1649, an4j 
1650, being at Newcaftle, heard that the ihagiffrat^lH 
had fent two of their fefgeants, namely, '^Thomas.^ 
Shevel, and Cuthbert Nicholfdn, into Scotland, t<i 
agree with a fcotch-man, who pretended knowledge 
to finde out witches, by pricking them with pins^ 
to come to Newcaftle, where he fhould tfy fuch who 
Ihould be brought to him, and to have twenty- 
fhillings a peece, for all he could condemn as witches^ 
and free paffage thither and back again. 

(b) When the fergeants had brought the faid 
witch-finder on horfe-back, to town, the magiftrates 
fent their bell-man through the toi^n, ringing his 
bell, and crying, all people that would bring in any 
complaint againft any woman for a witch, they 
fhould be fent for, and trycd by the perfon ap- 
pointed. 

(c) Thirty women were brought into the town- 
hall, and ftript, and then openly had pins thruit 
into their bodies, and moil of them was found 
guilty, * near twenty feven of them by him, and 
fet afide. 

(d) The faid reputed witch-finder, acquainted 
lieut. colonel Hobfon, that he knew women, whether 
they were witches or no, by their looks, and when 
the faid perfon was fearching of a perlbnable, and 
good^like woman, the faid colonel replyed^ and faid, 

furely 
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farely this womaa is none, and need not be tryed, 
but the fcotch^man laid ihe was, for the town faid 
Ihc was, and therefore he would try her ; and pre- 
fently in fight of all the people, laid her body naked 
to the ^i^e, with her cloaths over her head, by 
which fright and fhame, all her blood contrafted 
into one part of her body, and then he ran a pin 
into her thigh, and then fuddenly let her coats fall, 
and then demanded whether (he had nothing of his 
in her body, but did not bleed, but fhe being 
amazed, tepUed little, then he put his hand up her 
coats, and Polled out the pin, and fet her'afide as a 
guilty perfon, and child of the devil, and fell to try 
others whom he made guilty. 

(e) Lieutenant colonel Hobfon, perceiving the . 
alteration of the forefaid woman, by her blood 
fettling in her right parts, caufed that woman to be 
brought again, and her cloaths pulled up to her 
thigh, and required the fcot to run the pin into the 
fame place, and then it gufhed out of blood, and 
the {aid fcot cleared her, and faid, (he was not a 
child of the dcvil^ 

(f) So foon as he had done, and received his 
wages, he went into Northumberland, to try 
women there, where he got of fome, three pound 
a peece, byt Henry Ogle, efq. a late member of 
parliament, laid hold on him, and required bond of 
him, to anfwer the feflions, but he got away for 
Scotland, and it was conceived, if he had ft^id, he 
would have made moft of the women in the north, 
witches, for mony. 

(g) The names of the prifoners that were to be 
executed, being kept in prifon till the affizes, and 
then condemned by the jury, being burgeffes, were, 
Matthew Bulmer, Eliz. Anderfon, Jane Hunter, 
Mary Pots, Alice Hume, Elianor Rogerfon, Mar- 
garet Muffet, Margaret Maddifon, Eliz. Brown, 
Margaret Brown, Jane Copeland, Ann Watfon, 
flianor Henderfon, Elizabeth Dobfon, and Kathe* 

<\2 rine 



rine Coulter. Thefe pocu^ ibfil§ npver ppi^Jfeffed a^y 
thing, but pleaded ipjoocence, and xmi^. of them, by 
name, Margaret Brown, l^cfee^hed iJqd. that foiue 
remarkable fign might be feen„ U the time of th^r 
execution, to evidence their inno/rwcy, and as fpon 
as ever ftie was turned off the Iftdder, her Wood 
gufhed out upon the peQple,: tp admiration of, the 
beholders. 

John Wueelek, Ex-ianoe )Lm£f»E3^, stad 

BARXH0LQJ4£^y HopsHON, groY^^: tbc 

like. 

(h) The faid witch-finder was laid hpW on in 
Scotland, caft into prifon, indifted, arraigiii^y^ and 
condemned for fuch jike villanie, exercifpd in Scot- 
land } and upon the gallpws, he confefled he l^d been 
the death of above two hundred andtwepty-wonien, 
in England, and Scotland, for the gaifi. of ]{weaty 
fhillings a pecc^, and befeeched fprg^,veftef8,< a^ 
-was executed, 

(i) The judgement, nor ex:ecution, h nptjji <jujef- 
tlon, nor queftioned, being ordinary, but.oxiely, it 
being defired to know, by what law the mggiftrates 
of Newcaftle could feiid intp another nation, for a 
mercinary perfon, to try women for witehef, and 
a bell-man, to cry for them to be brought in, an4 
twenty fhillings a peece given bira, tp cpiwJ^mn 
them ? 

(k) Query, and by what law men are hired to 
give evidence, to take away peoples lives, and the 
convifted eftates to come to the jurors, ^^eing ex- 
traordinary. 

The lord proteftor, comniands all judges, juftices, 
and witneiTes, to appear tp execute juftice, and give 
evidence gratis. 

Queen Elizabeth, by her chsprter, grants to the 
mayor and burgeffes, all fines, and felons goods in 
that town and liberties, Zech* ii. 5. S^f chap. 58. 
' tcb). . 

CHAP. 
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A. Robert Sharp. b. Jrm Bidh^meM 

(See plate 3. jpig, 2.) 

(a)T.OHN WILLIS, of Ipfwich, upon his oath, 
X fold, that he, this depooent, was mNewcafUfi, 
fix luonths ago, aqd there he faw one Ann Bidle- 
ftaft€> drove through the ftreets, by an officer of the 
f^me corporation, holding a rope in, his hand, the 
iHber end faftened to an engine, called the branks^ 
which is like a €rown, it being of iron, which wa 
mpfled,* over the head and fece, with a great gap^ 
Of tongue of iron, forced imo her mouth, which 
forced the blood out, azul that is the puniihment 
which the magiftrates do inflid upon cfaidii]^, 
and fcoulding women, and that he hath often feen 
the like done to others. 

(b) He, this deponent, further affirms, that he 
hath feen men drove up and down the ftreets, with 
a great tub, or barrel, opened in the fides, with a 
hole in one end, to put through their heads, and 
fo cover their Ihoulders and bodies, down to the 
fmall of their legs, and then clofe the fdme, called 
the new faftiioned cloak, and fo make them march 
to the view of all beholders; and this is their 
punifliment for drunkards, or the like. 

'(c) This deponent further teftifies, that the mer- 
chants, and flioe-makers of the faid corporation, 
will not take any apprentice under ten years fervi- 
tude, and knoweth many bound for the fame terme, 
and cannot obtain freedome without. 5 Eliz. 4. 

Thefe are fuch praftices as are not granted by 
their charter law, and are repugnant to the known 
laws of England. 

(d) Drunkards are to pay a fine of five fhillings 
to the poor, to be paid within one week, or be fet 

in 
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in the ftocks (ix hours; for the fecond offence^ to be 
bound to the good behaviour, i. k. James, 9. 21* j. 

(e) Scoylds are to be duckt over head and ears, 
into the water, in a ducking-ftobi. 

(f) And apprentices are to ferve but feven years, 
5.Eliz.4. 

I was certainly informed, by perfons of worth, 
thait the puniibments above, are but gentle admonii^ 
tions, to what they knew was aded by two magiftra- 
. tes of Newcaftle, one for killing a poor workman of 
his own, and being queftioned for it, and condemn- 
ed, compounded with king James for it, paying to 
a fcotch lord his weight in gold and filver, every 
feven years, or thereabouts, &c, the other magiftrate 
found a poor man cutting a few horfe-fticks in his 
wood, for which offence, he bound him to a tree, 
and whipt him to death* Related by William Wall, 
vintner, in Gates-fide, Tho. Watfon, fcrivenor, on 
fand-hill, and Ralph Watfon, late miijift^r in Nor*% 
' thumberlajid. 
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(a) Lj^IVE and twenty years ago, upon the trial 
X^ with the mayor, ai^d burgeffes of Newcaftle, 
and fir Robert * Heath, the judgement of the moft 
ancient and experienced xnafter? of the trinityr 
houfe, in Londoi^, were required, in ajifwer to the 
town of Newcaftles obje^ons, as is upon record in 
the trinity-houfe. 

(b) Newcaftles faith, if ballaft-flioars be fuffered 
to be built at, or near the Shields* it would hinder 
the towns trade, and endanger the river of Tyne j 
peither can any ballaft-ftioars be built at Shields, 
below a full fea-mark, ox in any pau of the river. 
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by any bdt Newcaftle, by reafon all th^t grouiid, to 
a full fea matk, on both fides of the riyet, is thd 
towns, by charter, from Sparhawke to Headwin 
ftreams, fourteen miles in length. See chap. 2o. 
(a), 19. (&.g). 

(€ ) Anfwer, to the firft. It will not hinder thd 
town of trade, but advantage the whole nation^ 
efpecially that town, by reafon double trade will be 
drove thereby, and caufe coals to be cheaper at half 
rates, then now they are at, and the river better pre- 
ferved^ 

(d) Secondly, it will better the river; for inning of 
void and wade grounds, and flats in rivers, caufeth 
the ftreams to be more ftrong, and run more fwift^ 
which thereby will fcowr and cleanfe the channel, 
and confequently gain more water to the riygr^ pre-f 
fmrve the banks from falling into it, help navigation^ 
for the deeper. the water, the more navigable, the 
Icife danger, and mor« fafety for fhips. See cha{^^ 
19, (ny. 

(e) It is alfo anfwered, by others, if the ground, to 
a full fea-mark, be theirs, then why fhould they 
proffer to king Charles,* two hundred pound, for 
Jarrow-flike, 1637, all which the water covers, and 
is within a full fea-mark. See 20. chap, (c.d)^ 

(f) Alfo, why fliould Thomas Bonner, the alder- 
man, buy fir Henry Gibs his ballaft (hoar, to a low 
water- mark, at Jarrow, for his ufe, from the town, 
(were it theirs before ?) 

(g) And why fliould Mf. Gibfon * fwear, none of 
that ground, which they claim to a full fea-mark is 
theirs ? See 34. chap. (b). 

j (h) In the trcafury, at Weftminftcr, thofe ancient 
I records, will quickly decide the controverfie, making 
it appear, that the one third part of the river, on the 
I fouth-fide, belongs to the gentry of the county of 
Durham, and all grounds to a low water-mark; and 
the like on the north-fide, to the gentry of ^f orthum- 
berland^ and the other third part free; for fliips and 

veflcU 
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vcffdk to fail too and fro, fbr the relief of the inhabi- : 
tants. See chap, 34* (a), (*), (b). See chap. 

(i) It is too much, that the corporation fliould be 
lords of both the fea and all the land, and it is too 
Httle, the commoners, in both counties, fhould have 
neither fea nor land) being bom to all alike. » 

A quo warranto would know, by what power they 
claim one {hilling for every ballaft bill, one fhilling 
for every fait bill, three pence for every chaldef of 
coals, two pence for every weigh of fait, and eight 
pence the tun, for all ballaft, and I am confidently 
perfwaded (k) would void them all, for they are 
neither cuftomary, nor warrantable by law, (fo un- 
lawful ;) as for other duties, as tunage and pound- 
age, cuftomes, lightage, otherwife called beaconage, 
boyage, for maintaining of peers, and ancoridge 
with tole, it will hardly be queftioned, except abufed. 
Let them complain that are agrieved, &c. See ftat. 
30. Edw. I. 1301. 

Inftead of a mayor, in that, and fuch like corpo- 
rations, a king Cattelus fpirit to govern, were better, 
who hanged up all oppreflbrs of the poor, for an ex- 
ample, whereby he reigned twenty yeers in peace; 
alfo a Lud, who made good laws, and took away all 
ufages that were bad, and reigned long in peace and 
plenty. 
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HIS EXCELLENCIE, OLIVEft CROMWELL, 

Ceneratl of dll the forces of En^Idndj Scotland^ and 
Ireland^ chan'cellour of the uni^erjity of Oxford^ 
Ibrd pYoteStor of England, Scoiland^ and Ireland. 

e li A P. Liv, 

An aCl for d free^trade^ in the rliier of Tyne, for 
toals,fali, ^t. 

(A)Tir]^tiEREAS trdde and commerce is becomd 
VV T^ovr, more thaii formerly, the intereft 
6f this nation, and it is^ therefore the duty, as well as 
the wifdome of this parliament, to fecure and ad^ 
Vance the faihe, arid in order therelihto, and for 
other great ends of hoiiour and fafety, to increafe 
the (hipping, and incoilrage navigation; ifad whereas 
a great part of the ftock, arid wealth of this nation, 
iyes in the \i^ell Hufbanding and managirig of thofe 
homie coirimoditiefs, of cdals and fait, milftones, 
glaffe, the chief trade whereof is exercifed upon the 
river of Tyne, arid in the tourity of Nofthtimbeirland 
andDurham^ 

(b) Arid wherfeds the parliament hath Been in- 
formed of great e^torbitances, done^ and comriiitted, 
by the town and corporation of Newcaflle, upon 
pretence and colour of po\^er8, priviledges, and fran- 
thife's, granted to the faid corporation, whereby it 
appears, (c) that the free and quick trade of thofe 
ftaple commodities, hath been much obftrufted, the 
river made dangerous, arid in many places almofl 
un-navigable, and encreafe of Ihipping, fo confide- 
ysible a nurcery of marriners, greatly ruined, arid 
navigation too much difcoUragcd; for remedy herein, 

(d) Be it enafted, declared, and ordained, by 
this prefent parliament, aild by the authority thereof, 
that all former powers, • priviledges, and grants, 

R made. 
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made, and granted to the town and corporation of 
NewcaflJe, or to any other perfon, or perfons what- 
foever, for the confervancy of the river of Tyne, be, 
and are hereby o-epealed, made void,, and null, and 
the committee of the admiralty, by authority of 
parliament^ or any five of them, be, and are hereby 
authorized, ancj required, to nominate and appoint, 
fit and able perfons> as v^\l of the counties pf 
Northumberland and Durham, fea-coaft, and port 
of Londeai, as of the town and corporation of New- 
caftle, to liave the charge of, and to be confervators 
of the river of Tyne, and to inveft, and impower 
the faid perfons, with all privikdges and power he* 
' ceffary, to enable them for the better, and more 
effedual carrying on, and performance of the faid 
fervice. 

(e) And the f?iid commiffioners are hereby fur- 
ther impowered, and enable from time to time, to 
give, and orefcribe unto the faid confervators, rule39 
and inilructions, for to obferve and purfue, and to 
require obedience thereunto, and to receive ^d 
examine complaints, and to hear witnefles, upon, 
oath, (which oath, they, the commiffioners, or any 
three otthem, are hereby enabled to adn^inifter) and 
to punifli oflFenders, by reafonable fine, and punilh- 
ment, by imprifonment, and to difplace, and to re* 
move confervators, upon juft and reafonable caufe, 
and to lefTen, or adde to their number, as they fliall 
fee caufe, ^ and to direfl: and order all other matters 
requifite^ and neceflary, for the configrvancy c^ fo 
famous and commodious a river, smd for preventing 

' of all fuch damages, mifcbiefs, and newfances, as 

may hurt, or mine the fame, and to fettle a flipend 
upon the faid confervators, and to dirtSt the fame, 
and other neceffaries, and incident charges, to be 
allowed, and ifTue out of the profits of the faid 
river, 

(f) And be it further enafted, and ordained, that 
fufficient and well fenced ballad fhoars^ keys, and 

fteathsj 
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fteath^, be built and^ erased, either at ^btelds, or 
fuch other coivrenient place, as the faid confervators, 
or the major part of them fhatl think fktihg ; and 
the feid confeiVators, are anthorifed and required, td 
ufe and direct, aM f^^od wayes and means, according 
to fuch powers and dirediions, as they (hall from 
time to time receive, from the fetid commiffioner$ of 
the admiralty, to prevent and remedy all damages, 
that may hwpen. by loffe of feips^ and mens lives, at 
fea, by cafpng ineir ballgkft ov^r-board, or into the 
river, at unfeafonable times, or unfitting places, or- 
from the ballaft-fhoars, being carelefrfy kept, through 
great winds, rains, or other cafuakies, waihing down 
the ballaft, and that from henceforth, no matters of 
any fhips, or other veHels, be conftrained to go up . . 
the river, and to heave out their ballaft, at the Ihoars 
belonging to the town of Newcaftle, or be hindred 
to loa4 coals, or difcharge their balhft, where they 
may, with moft conveniency and fafety, perform it, 
as well to the road-fteads itfelf, as to their (hipping. 

(o) And further, that afl matters of (hips, trading 
to the faid river of Tyne, have hereby liberty and 
power, to make ufe within the faid river, of what 
(hip^arpcnter, or ftip-wright, or other artificers, or 
perfons, they pleaie, and find fitteft for their own 
conveniency, in times of diftre(re and neceflity. 

(h) And of what able fea-men they feall think fit, 
for pilots. 

(i) And have hereby liberty to buy, or take in, at 
any place of the faid pc^rt, or river, bread, and beer, 
and other neceffaries, for their own fpending and 
viftualling. 

(k) And that all goods and provifions, which 
come in by fea, for the ufe of the felt works, coir 
Icries, and other buildings, at, or near the Shields, 
may be delivered at the Shields, courfe being taken 
for paying and fatisfying all duties, payable for the 
f^^id goods and provifions. 

Jl 2 , (l) An4 
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(l) And all peyfojis, who are willing^ arc hereby 
encapraged, and have liberty, to bviUd {hips and vefr 
fel?, pn the f;^d rivpr, for the encreafp of trade and 
navigation. • 

(m) And that all this be done without any fine, 
imprifonmefit, confifcatiop, pr other moleftation of 
any perfon, v^flell, or goods, for, or in reference to 
any of the premifes, any lav> pfage, praftice^ 
jcuftonje, priviledge, erant, charter, or other prcr 
tence wh^tfpevpr, %o tpe contrary, notFlthftanding : 
Provided ali?jrayes, 

(n) And it is hereby ena^ed, that no ihipj or 
veffell whatfoever, that fli^U bring in any kind pf 
^lercha^diz^ or grain, for the proper ufe of th^ 
town of NewcaftTe, ufually coming to the fai4 
town of Newpaftle, and places adjacent, beyond, 
fliall deliver,, or land the fame, or any part thereof, 
at any othier place, within the laid harbour or port, 
but at the f?Lid town^ or, as near Jo it a§ formerly 
have bepp accuftpqied. 

- (o) Ajid to the end fo ufefpl a commodity, as that 
pf fea-coal, wherein the poor of this commonwealth 
are fo principally concerned, may come cheaper to the 
market, and that ^oal-owners may not be in aworfeconr 
ditipn, then l:he reft of the free people of this nation. 

Be it enaQed> and ordained, that the faid coal- 
owners, in the refp^^iive counties, adjacent to that 
river, may, and have hereby liberty, to let leafes of 
^heir coal-pits, and to fell their coal§ tP whopi they 
pleafe, a? well to fhips, as elfe-whpre, for benefit of 
the public, though they be not free of that corpora- 
tion of Newcaftle, due courfe being taken for fecu- 
ring, paying, and fatisfying ^o the ftate, all duties 
payable thereupon. 

And be it further enaded, that North-Shields, in 
the county of Northumberland, be made a market- 
town, two dayes in the week, to be holden, on Mun- 
day, and Thurfday, for the relief of the country, 
the ^ar;'ifon of Tynemoijth. caftle, the great con- 
fluence 
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fluencc of people, and fleets of fhips, and that the 
commiffioners of the great feal, be hereby authorized, 
-to ifl&ie out fuch powers as are requifite, and ufually 
done, to other markets in the commonwealth, 

' This is the copy of %vhat was to have fajfed^ after 
debate^ if the late parliament had continued ^ iffc. 
appointed to be drawn up by order. 

HAVING given a fhort relation of the fad events 
by charters, and acted by fubjefts, I flial| 
now trouble your eye and ear, to hear what kiijgs 
have done to thefe poor northern people formerly, 
therefore now deliverance is expefted, &g. leaving it 
to the jjudgement of the reader, to judge whether 
it be not time, &cc. viz. 

The danes laid claim to the crown of England, 
the kings laid claim to the peoples lives, and corpo- 
rations to their eftates,(what was free?) judge what 
reafon England hath to fubmit to th^ofe illegal charter- 
laws, invented by a prerogative, whofe ufurpation was 
hot to be'owned, as by the fequell appears. King Har- 
rold who affumed the- crown of England to himfelf, 
lead an army to battell in Suflex, where William the 
conqueror, baftard carle of Normandy, met him, ha- 
ving the affiftance of the earle of Flanders, by reafon 
he was promifed a good part of England, if he con- 
quered it, at which place, king Harrold was killed, 
and fixty feven thoufand, ninp hundred feventy fotir 
ei^lifh-men, in the year 1060, at which time he con- 
fumed .many towns, fubduing where ever he came, 
except Kent, who contrafted, to hold their land in 
gavel-kind, all England elfe being over- come by 
this faid ftranger, &c. 

When the Normans ruled England, the laws were 
in that tongue, but they being extinguiftied, we find 
the benefit of our laws, in our own tongue, and 
doubts not but to be reftored to our ancient right, 
for fo long as monarchs wer6 rulers, moi>opolies 

were 
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frerein force, but now fiich power being thrown out 
of doors, and being become a civill free ftate, under 
the govwument of our own free-bcwrn^ chofen, ac- 
cording to the command of God^ as Deut. 17. 14. 
15. by which monopolizers dare not affume to peti- 
tion for a revival of fuch their illegal grants, hdng 
found to he the greateft of evills in a commonwealth. 

All kings were fworn^ that juftice fhould neither 
be bought nor fold, nor any hindred from it, to or- 
dain good laws, and withftand all rapines, and falfe 
judgements. 

Charters arc no other than commiffions, imppwr- 
ing perfons, uncapable of the laws, to be judges and 
jufticcs, in every refpeftive corporation, which char- 
ter and commiffion is fold, and the members thereof 
are judges, in their own c^ufes. So juftice is both 
bought, and fold, befides breach of oath, neither can 
a foreigner obtain any right, if it be againft the faid 
corporation, fo that it is right in thefe judges judge- 
ment to do wrong* 

IJhall give you a Jbort relation of the miferiesy the 
county of Northumberland hath tajied ofy to this day^ 
from William the conqueror y and what little need 
there is Newcajilejbould fo tyrannize over them, t5'c. 

WILLIAM the conqueror, having killed many, 
and deftroyed the land, and brought under 
his fubjeftion, the people, caufed fych who did opir 
pofe his forces, at Ely, to have their legs and hands 
cut off, and their ey^s put out, and then gave'libcr 
rally to .all his Norman race, earldoms, baronies, 
bifhopricks, honours, mannors, dignities, and farms, 
- all being got by the fword ; upon his divifions, &c. 
the earle of Flanders fent to know what part he 
Ihould have for affifting him, who fent him word, 
nothing at all, by reafon all was but little enough for 
himfelf; then he gave to his fon, Robert Cuming, 
the eirldom of Northu«)berland, who in pofTefTmg 

of 
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of it, a£ted fuch cruelty, with hig army, which came 
againft Malcolm, king of the fcots. The faid Rbber|: 
built the caftle, called the Newcaftle, upon the river 
ofTyne, in the county of Northumberland, about 
which was built the town, called Nev^xaftle, the town 
taking its name from the Newcaftlej and not the 
caftle from the town ; the faid Northumberland be- 
ing fo opprefled, that they fell upon Robert, fon to 
the conqueror, killed him, and his whole army, up- 
on which, William the conqueror fent another army, 
who had command, to kill both men^ women, and 
children, who did it, and wafted the whole county, 
that for nine yeers^ there was not any food to be got, 
and fuch who had hid themfelres in coal-pits, and 
other places, were conftrained to eat dogs and cats, 
dead horfes, and mens flefti, and many of them ftarv- 
ed to death, all .which nine years time, not any 
ground tilled. 

Northumberland being recruted, and mbft (hame- 
fully abufed, by the bifliop of Durham, who killed 
Levifus, was killed by them^ for which, William the 
conqueror fent down Odo, with a^ army, who to- 
tally laid Northumberland to wafte, cut off the 
heads of all the people, after they had difmembered 
them. 

Little of confeffion, or repentance, was by king 
}ohn, as was by William the conqueror, for he, up- 
on his arreft, at the fuit of death, confeffed he had 
committed many outrages, and won England by 
the fword, and not by inheritance, and was hear- 
tily forry for the wrongs he had done, and required 
hi^ body to be buried, at Cain, in Normandy. 
When he was dead, they would not afford him a 
burial-place, till fuch time as one of his relations was 
conftrained, to purchafc fo much ground, but foon 
after they defaced his tomb, took up his bones, and 
brake them, and caft them away. 

In the fifteenth year of king Richard the fecond, 
the fcots burnt all the towns of Northumberland, 

and 
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and the north, as fat as York, except Rippon, who' 
redeemed theinfelves with a fum of mony. 

In the fixth year of king Edward the third-, 13'32, 
a great battel was fought between the etoglifli and 
the fcots, near Barwick, whete was killed, eight 
earls, fifteen hundred horfc, and thirty five thou-i 
fand foot. 

In the thirteenth year of king Edti^ard the third, 
1359, an inundation of water furmounted the wall 
of Newcaftle, and broke down fix pearches in 
length, and droned one hundred and fixty perfons, 
neerthe wark knowl. 

In the year 1345, William Douglas lead intd 
Northumberland, above thirty thoufand fcots, and 
fired many towns, but was overcome, by a ftrata- 
gem with bifhop Ogle. 

The next yearj 1346, king David, king of the 
fcots, entered Northumbei-land, with a great army, 
and fought at Nevils-Croffe, where he was overr 
thrown, himfelf taken prifoner, by one Copland of 
Northumberland, ^ho had five hundred pound per 
annum, given to him, and to his heirs for ever. 

In king Richai'd the feconds dayes, 1379, the 
fcots entered Englap:d, and killed all men, women, 
and children, in the north parts, notwithftalidihg 
the plague was forely amongft fhem. 

1383. The fcots entered England, and lead all 
the people away prifoners, that were m Northumber- 
land, and laid that county to wafte. 

1384. They entered again, and dM the like. 
1389. The fcots again invaded England, \yhere 

a great battel was fought, at Otterbbrn, in Nor- 
thumberland, where they were over-thrown, and 
eleven hundred killed, and thirty thoufand put to 
flight, who, upon their flight, killed men, women, 
and fucking babes, and filled houfes with people, 
two hundred in a houfe, and then ihut the dt)ors, 
and fired the houfes. 
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1399. King Richard the fecond, caufed {even- 
teen counties to be indifted, pretending they were 
all againft him, with the duke of Glocefter, Arundel, 
and Warwick, and commanded them all, to give it 
under their hands, and feals, that they were traytors, 
though indeed they neve^r were, and then he makes 
them pay, fome a thoufand pound, fome more,- 
fome leffe. 

King Henry the fourth. Great fights were be- 
tween Douglas and Piercy, in the north. 

And in the years 1639, and 1643, ^^^ 1648, it 
being well known to all, the mifery they brought 
upon the north, and heavy impofitions, both upon 
the north, and fouth parts, as appears, in theclofeof 
the epiftle to the reader, &c. 

k \s no fmall mercy, that we now live fo in peace, • 
here being none of thofe bloody times ; and our 
anceftors would, willingly have enjoyed this mercy ; 
and we hunger after blood, which they wallowed in. 
What bloody minded men are thefe ? 1 wifli them in 
better minds, and to be contented with that, which, 
m former times, could not be obtained. 

Many have admired the poverty of Northumber- 
land, as well they may, for what with the bloody 
tyrants, the ftots, on the north of that poor county, 
and oppreflive corporation of Newcaftle, on the fouth 
thereof, bounded in with the high-lands, on the weft, 
and the fea, oh the eaft, that it can get nothing but 
ftrokes, and worried out of what they have, and not 
being tollerated to make ufe of their own, and cold 
blafts from the fea ; but it would be otherwife, if 
fuqh gentlemen might be re-imburfed, for fuch fums 
of money, as they would expend, to vend coals out 
of Hartly, Blithe, and Bedlington rivers, which be 
convenient places, to vend them at, after foiue 
charge, which would be done, by having, either their 
money again, or cuftome free, for fome years, to 
re-imburfe them, which would not onely make that 
poor county as rich as any is^ but reduce the ex- 
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•ceffive rates of coals, and fait, and biring in many 
Tihoufands per annum, into ithe public reveaew, &c 
enable the :pejE>ple to be Ifervioeable, and abundantlf 
•increafe trade j.and mavigation, as alfo, there being as 
good <coals, as poffibly can be iburnt, which ikow 
lyes, &c. and others, not Jtnowing ttheiir right, h 
ilript of.it. 

But if one thing they look after, which is to 
examine fome records, they may perceive what is 
their rights, and w^hich was, efpecially in a ibook* 
lodged in the exchequer, made in the year 1080, it 
being called Domus Dei, or Dooms day^ being a ipeff- 
fed furvey, of all the lands in England, the irantt 
value, quantity, &c. by which, William the vCcm^ 
queror, taxed the whole nation, and it goelh iby the 
name of the role of Winton, being ordered to be 
kept in Winchefter, and recites the earldomes, hun- 
dreds, tythings, woods, parks, and farms, m ^ev^&nf 
territory and precinft, with plowlands, meadows, 
marihes, acres, &c. what tenementa, and tenants.; 
then the corporation of Newcaftle, might be ?is glad, 
to keep what is their own, as they are to take from 
others, &c. 1, 
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THE reafon of my colledling thefe few ftatutes is, 
to fhew how they are intrenched upon, by an 
illegal charter, and preffing upon a remedy, Ihall cite 
Poulton, which is, that feeing we have all received, 
and allow it for truth, that the ignorance of 4:he 
law, doth excufe none pf offence, and alfo, that the 
law doth help the watchful, and not the floathful 
man. 

Therefore 
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' Thcflsfore, itr behc^vetb eacb perfonv fipft, to feek 
the kwtowfedge; of thofe laws, under whic^ he* doth 
live, aynd whiereby he lis to receiye benefit, or ta 
fisftahi jDeril, and next, with aM' indufliity,. to fname 
his obedience mnto theM, or humttly to fubmit him- 
felf, to the ccnfiare o£ themu 

And though we frnd- by experrence, tfha<? fome 
men, by the fluggiihnefle of their natureSr others, b)i? 
the canrelefiieffe of theiT own wdfaoFes, and- a t>hii^ 
Sort, wholly given over to pleafuires and^ vanities,, do > 
little refpefl: to know, aazwi leflfe to- obey, our crimt- 
nal, and capital? laiws, being things of great moment, 
and impcwtanicey and therefore do oftentimes tafte 
the fmart of them, and repent of their follies, when 
it h too late. 

Many there be, that by ireading', diefires to con>- 
ceive them, others,, for i»nicreafe of Dheir knowledge, 
others, in their a£kro^s, to' be directed by them^ 
therefore to content finch, as knowerii notj, as yet, 
thfefe heads, that they may know whaiC they condemn^ 
and do tend to the breach, of the peace of tihe. realm^j 
and to the diffike of all the good members thereoi^ 
and what punifhments fbe ha'th impofed,. upon the 
tranfgreflbrs therein,, and by whom, and in what 
manner to be inflicted, efpecially, upon murder, 
lobbery, riots, forgery, perjury, extortion, dmi op*- 
preiEon, in any of which cafes, any perfon maketh 
it his own caufe, and doth, in a fo rt, take it to be 
done to himfelf, and ought to rediice the tranfgref- 
for, nay, his highnefie, by his oaith, and all people 
clfe^ are bound to ponifh them, as being tranfgref* 
ibrs of his laws^ and difquieters of the peace, there- 
fore ought to be rooted out, as the hu'lhandman the 
thiUle, from the good corn, and the gardner his 
iiettles, from his fvveet flowers, wherefore, feeing^ 2tf 
guilty perfon, in any of the offences aforefaid, is per* 
fecuted in deed, or confent, by alU wi£bing well to 
the weal-puhiick, or their own private eftate. 

^ It 

S 2 



1^2 A BRIEF COLLECTION OF SOME &C. 

It is requifite, that good men, which efchew to 
offend, for the love of virtue, and evill men, which 
fear to offend, for the dread of punifhment, Ihould 
both know thofe laws, which they are to make ufe 
of, and the penalties, which be threatened to the 
infringers thereof, to the intent, the good man hav- 
ing a will to ftand, may truft to his feet, remain 
firm, and continue his integrity, and the evill man, 
beginning to ftagger, may bend his endeavour to 
flay, and Aide no further, (this labour) being to the 
intent, that the well meaning-man, being made the 
better, and he, or they, that before were lewdly 
difpofed, the leffe hurtful, may all, at the laft, meet 
and joyn in feeking, and furtherance of that peace, 
which will be comfortable to the lord proteftor, and 
nation, and pleafing, both to God and man. 

Thefe laws are prefer vers of the peace, and layes 
heavy punifhments, upon the withftanders, or deniers 
thereof, they are his highneffe privy cpunc^ltors, in- 
ceffantly, refpe£ting the prefervation of his perfon 
and dignity, they be as his gentlemen penfioners, 
attending daily his prefence, to do him all honor 
and fervice, being as the yeoman of his guard, wait- 
ing day and night, to proteft him, for his protecting 
the nation, and tHem, and from all forcible affaults, 
and other ^perils; alfo, they be as his great and 
goodly fhips, which hath purchafed freedomei'on the 
feas, and now lyes hovering up and do's^n, as his 
caftles, and ftrpng forts of defence, as well as they, 
which ftand upon the land, wherewith he doth pre- 
vent foreign hoftility, repreffe inward tumults, and 
fo keep himfelf, and the people, in peace and fafety ; 
likewife, as his judges, juftices, fheriffs, conftables, 
and other of5cers,.watching, every hour and moment, 
in all fliires, and counties, places, and corners of the 
. nation, to repreffe outrages, and to maintain peace. 

To maintain thefe laws, every good member hath 
the like benefit, as himfelf hath, for in fear of them, 
every perfon doth enjoy his life, and limbs in peace, 

and 
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atid is ddFtoded from the bloody-minded mofdefer, 
afnd mah-quell6r,' and the rage of the furious qtiar- 
rcHer and fighter, and in fear of them, the houfe- 
keeper refteth in peace, with his wife and family, 
triider his own roof; the terror hereof doth often 
rfiftrain godlefie people, from committing perjuries, 
frauds, and deceits, and impudent, and fliameleffe 
men, to wreft from others, by bribery, extortion, 
or oppreffion. 

And divers there be, who neither by the laws of 
God, of nature, or reafon„ will be bridled, and re- 
duced to vertue, yet, by the penalties, and fear of* 
our capital, and criminal laws, do yeeld to be clirbed. 

And we Ihould now obferve, with what care, our 
fore- fathers, had, from one age to another, and what 
ordiiiainces they eflablifhed, in parliament, that 
feveral penal, criminal, aiid capital Jaws, and ftatutes^ 
flioulci be read, or proclaimed, in churches, in fairs, 
in markets, at the general aflizes, aftd quarter-fef- 
fibns, of every county, at leets, and law-dayes, and in 
every irtns of court, and chancery, jtnd how the 
fame is continued, and put in praftice, to the intent, 
that the fame laws, atid the penalties thereof, fhould 
be heard, learned, known, and unde^-ftood, by all 
forts of perfons, willing to perceive, and apprehend 
the fame. 

Charter-laW i$ not fo, but like the foul fpirit iii 
the air, ftill ranging, never at reft, nor will let 
bthers take any, never feen, but heard in every 
totner, ftriking at the pure law, to advance itfelf, it 
forces people to a kind of an order, in a town, and 
the whole nation, to a diforder. 

The chiefeft reafon, why I give a recital of the 
penal laws, is, that the ignorant may fee how well 
they are provided for, and not to be left blind, and 
only being inftru<3:ed by the extortioner himfelf^ 
what they muft pay, for fees, &c. (but that they 
may know themfelves) and to remedy themfelves, 
when oflFended, for fuch oppreflbrs would difcover 

no 
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no more^for fafety of their pupfes, or bodies, ther 
care wa-s taken 'formerly, for others fouls, when* k 
wais ordained, that the bibles fhould be mlatine, anc' 
not in englilhv as appears, by ftatiite the 34. 
Henry &. Several perfons reftrain^d from reading the 
bibl^ in englifh, &e. to keep them in ignorance^ &€« 



CHAP. LVIII. 

The oath of an attorney at law^. 

(a)X7^0U ihall do no falfhood, nor Goilfent to 
X 2kny^ to be done in the court,, and if you 
know of any, to be done, you (hall give knowledge 
thereof, unto my lord chief jufticcy or other his bre- 
thren^ that it may be reformed ; you fliall delay im> 
man, for lucre, or malice ; you fliall increafe no fees> 
bnt (hall be contented with the old fees, aceuflomed; 
you fliail plead no foreign plea, no? fuflfer no foreign 
fuits, unlawfully, to hurt any man, but fuch, ai& flisrfl 
Hand, with order of the law, and your confcieiice ; 
you ftiall feal all fuch profes, as you fliall fue out of 
the court, with the feal thereof, and fo the fcing^ 
majefl:y, and my lord chief jufl:ice, difcharge for the 
fame ; yee fliall not wittingly, nor willingly fue, nof 
l^rocure to be fued^ any falfe fuits, nor give aid, noc 
confent to the fame, in pain to be expulfed from the 
court, for ever ; and furthermore, you flaall ufe 
yourfelf, in the office of an attorney > within the court, 
according to your learning, and difcretioa* So help 
you God. See ftat. 3. k^ James> 7* * 
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^ihe .oath of an under-Jberiffe, bayltffe of framhlfis^ 
enl "deputkSyKand clerks of Jhmffes^ auii underfheriffes. 
j^ Sit at. 2J. Elkc. 17. • 

\'\ (b) I (A.B) fhall not ufe, or exercife, the office of 
^tliunder.flierifFe, corruptly, during the time I fhall re- 
,4; main therein. 

Neither fhall, or will except, rejoyce, or take by 

lany colour, means, or device whatfoeyer, or confent, 

■ to the, taking of any manner of fee^ or reward, of any 

manner of perfon, or perfons, for the impanielling, 

or returning of any inquefl jury, or tSles, Snaoy 

court of record, for the queei^,* or between party 

and party, above two fqillings, or the value thereof, 

or fuch fees, as are allowed, ^nd .appqinte^jfiM- da^ 

If feme, by the law^s, and ftatutQS qf this rqalm. 

fC' 3ut will, according to my^po wer, triply and indifiai:- 

^4 ently, with convenient fp^ed, impaoel all jumrs, an^ 

re- return all fuch writ, €>r writs,* toiichipg the tfiime, 

lit as fhall appertain to be done, by iny .duty, or .office, 

ts during the time I fhall remain in .the faid office. So 

i help me God, and by the content? oif this book. 

:3 The reafon I write.thefe oaths is, that perjury imay 

^ the better appear : to be punifhe4,;in officers, as weM 

: I as others. 

\ " The oath cfajury. 

(c) You 'fhall truly enquire, and due prefentment 
' make, of all fuch things as you are charged wirhaH, 
on the lord proteftors behalf, die lord proted;or8 
coundl, your own, and your fellows ; you fhall well 
and truly keep, and in all other things, the .truth 
prefent. So help you God, &c. 

, ^h€ oath of thofcy that give evidence to a jury^^ upon 
an indidment. 

(D)Tbe evidence you fhall ^ive, to the enquefl:, 
upon this bill, fhall be the truth, the whqle trpth, 

and . 



136 



KING CHARLES HIS OATH. 

and nothing but the truth ; and you Ihall not let £0 
to do, for malice, hatred, or evil will j nor for nieed, 
dread, favor, or afFeftion. So help you God, and 
the holy contents of this book. 



CHAP. LIX. 

King Charles his oath, at his coronation^ with his hand 
upon the biNe, at the. altar. 

(a)OIR, will you grant and keep, and by your 
|[^ oath, confirm to the people of England, 
their lawes and cuftoms, to them granted, by the 
kings of England, your lawfull and religious prcde- 
xeflbrs, and namely, the lawes, cuftomes, and fran- 
chizes, granted to the clergy, and to the people, by 
the king, St. Edward, your predeceflbr, according, 
and conformable to the laws of God, and profeffion 
of the gofpel, eftablifhed in this kingdom, and agree- 
ing to the prerogatives, of the kings thereof, and to 
the antient cuftoms of this realm ? 

Refponf. I grant, and promife to keep. 

Sir, will you keep peace, and agreement, intire- 
ly, according to your power, both to Ood, the holy 
church, the clergy, and the people ? 

Refponf. I will keep it. 

Sir, will you, to your power^ caufe law, juftice, 
and mercy, in difcretion and truth, to be executed, 
in all your judgements ? 

Refponf. I will. 

Sir, will you grant, to hold and keep, the laws, 
and rightfull ciiltoms,* which the commonalty of 
your kingdom have, and to defend, and uphold them, 
to the honor of God, fo much as in you lieth ? 

Refponf I grant, and promife fo to do, and fhall 
obferve and keep. So God me help, and the con- 
tents of this book* 



KINO JOHNS OATH. I37 

King Johns oath^ and fealty^ to the Pope Innoceniiuij 
an. Donu i2i3» 

(b)TOHN, by the grace of God, king of England, 
J France^ ahd Ireland, from this hour forward, 
(hall be faithful to God,* and to St. Peter, and to * It was time 
the church of Rome, and to my lord, pope Innocen- 
tius, and to his fucceffors, lawfully entering j Ifhall 
hot be in wfe>td, and deed, in confent, or counfel, that 
th'ey fliould loofe life, or member, or be appre- 
hended ih evill manner ; their lofs, if I may know 
it, Ifhall impeach, and ftay, fo far as I (hall be 
able, or elfe, fo fhortly as I can, I (hall fignifie 
unto them, and dedare the fame, unto you the 
councill, which they (hall commit unto me, by 
themffelves, their meflfengers, and their letters ; I 
(hall keep feCretly, ind not utter to any man, to 
their hurt, to my knowledge, the patrimony of Stl 
Peter, and efpecially, the kingdom of England, 
and Ireland^ and I (hall endeavour, myfelf to dc* 
fend, again(t all men, to my power. So help mc 
God, and the holy evangelift, amen. See his re- 
affignation of the libi^rties, after this oaith, to the 
barons, of the liberties of England, in chap. i.(k). 



C H A P. LX. 

The oath of a mayor of a corporation^ 

(a)X/'OU (hall fwear, that yoa well, and truly,. 
X (hall ferve the keepers, of the liberties cif 
England, by authority of parliament, and the com- 
monwealth, in the office of a mayor, and as mayor, 
of this town, and borough of K^wc^ftle, for, Ind 
during, the fpace of one whole year, now next 
coming, -and you. (hall mtnifter ecjual juftice, as wtftl 

T to 
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to the^ poor, as rich/ to the beft of your cunning, 
wit, and power, and you Ihall procure fuch things, 
to be done, as may honeftly, and juftly, be to the 
profit^ and commodity of the corporation, of this 
towni and alfo, fhall indeavor yourfelf, to the 
utmoil of your power, to fee all herefies, treafons, 
feUoniesi and all other tr'efpaifes, mifdemeanars»;* 
and offences,, wbatfoever, to be committed,* within 
this town* and borough> during the time of your 
office, to be repreffed, reformed, and amended,* and 
the ofienderi duly punifhed, according to the Jaw;* 
and finally, you fhall fupport, uphold, and main* 
tain the commonwealth, withiathis town prefcribed, 
cuftomes, rights, liberties, juri£di£tion^, franchizes, 
compoiitions, and all lawful ordinances, of this 
town, and borough,* and as concerning all other 
things, appataining to ypur office, you fhall therein* 
faithfiiUy, and uprightly behave yqurfelfi for the 
mofi quietnefs,* benefit, worfhip, honefly, and credit 
of this town^ and of the inhabitants diereoE So 
hdp you God. 

The oatb of burgeffes of corporation. 

(b)"'^L7'OU fhall fwear, that you well, and truly, 
X fhall ferve the keepers, of the liberties of 
England, bv authority of parliament, and the in- 
habitants ot this town, and borough of this town, 
as one of the burgeffes of this town, and fhall 
minifter equall juftice, to poor and rich, after the 
beft of your cunning, wit, and power, and alfo, fhall 
well, and truly obferve, perform, fulfill, and keep, 
all fuch good orders, rules, and compofitions, as 
are, or fhall be made, ordered, or eftablifhed, by the 
common council, of this town, for the good govern- 
ment thereof, in all things, to you appertaining, 
and you fhall not utter, or difclofe any counfel, or 
fecret thing, or matter, touching the fellowfhip, or 
corporation of this town, wherebyj any prejudice, 
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loft, hindrance, or flander, fball, or may arife, grow, 
or be, to the fame corporation, but you Ihall, in 
things, belonging to the feUowfhip, or corporation 
of this town, faithfully, honeftly,* and indifferently, 
behave yourfelf, for the moll benefit, and honefty 
of this town, and the inhabitants thereof. So help 
you God, 

The fame oath is for the aldermen. 

Whtre the Jiars are in the lines there will appear 
breaches. 



C M A P. LXI. 

The oath of a jheriff. 

(a)X7'0U (hall fwear, that you fliall well, and 
X truly, ferve the keepers, of the liberties of 
England, by authority of parliament, in the office of 
a Iheriff, of the county of N. and do the 

•keepers of the liberties of England profits, in all that 
belongeth you to do, by way of your office, as far 
, ^forth, as you may, or can. 

* Tee fhall truly keep the keepers, &c. and all that , 
belongeth to them ; ye ihall not affent to decreafe, to 
leflen, 'nor to concealment, of any of their rights, or 
franchises, arid whenfoever ycc fhall have, know- 
ledge, that their rights be concealed, or withdrawn, 
be it in lands, rents, franchizes, or fuits, or any 
other thing, ye '(hall do your true power, to make 
them be reftored to them again, and if ye may not 
'do it, ye ihall certifie them thereof, fuch as you 
know for certain^ will fay unto them; ye fhall not 
refped their debts, for any gfft, or favour, when ye 
may raife tbem, without grievance to the debtor ; 

T a ye ihall 
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ft (hall truly, and righteoufly, treat the people of 
your fherifFwick, and do right well, to poor, as tq 
rich, in all, that belongs to your office. 

Ye fhall do no wrong, to any man, for any gifti» 
or other beheft^ or promife of goods; for favor^ nor 
hate, ye Ihall difturb no mans right; ye. ihall acquit, 
at the exchequer, all thofe, of whom ye fliall any 
thing receive, of the keepers, &c. debts ; ye fliall 
nothing take, whereby the keepers, &c. may loofe, 
or that right may be letten, or difturhed, or the 
keepers, &c. debt delaid; ye fliall truly receive 
and truly ferve the keepers, &c. writs as far forth, 
as it Ihall be in your cunning; ye (hall not have, to 
be your under fheriff, any of the (heriffs clerks, of 
the laft years pafTed ; ye fliall take no bayliflT, intQ 
your fervlce, but fuch, as you will anfwer for ; ye 
fliall make, each of your bailiffs, make fuch oath, as 
you make yourfelf, in that that belongeth to their 
occupation; ye fhall receive no writs, by you, nor 
any of yours, unfealed, nor any fealed, under the 
feal of any juftice, fave of juflices of Eyre, or jiiiHces^ 
aflTigned in the fame fhire, where you be fherlfF in, 
or other juftlcea, having power, or authority, to 
make any writs unto you, by the law. of the land. 

You • (hall make your bayliffs, of the true, and 
fufficient men in the country; ye fliall be dwelling, 
in your Own proper perfon, within your bayliwick,^ 
for the time ; you fhall be in the fame office, except' 
you fhall be licenfed, by the keepers, &c. you fhall 
' not let your fljerifi'wick, nor any bayliwiek thereof, 
to farm, to any man ; ye fliall truly fet, a,nd return, 
reafonable, and due lufes, of them, that b^ within 
your bayliwiek, after their eflate and behaviour, 
and make your pannel yourfelf, of fuch perfons, ^s 
• be moft meet, mofl fufficient, and not fufpedt, nor 
procured, as it is ordained, in the flatute, and over 
this, in efchewing, and rcftraining of the robberies, 
manflaughters, and other manifold grievous offences, 
that be done daily^ by fuch, as nw\e thjemfelves 
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fouldicrs, and by other vagrants, by which increafe^ 
in multitude, and number, fo that the good people 
may -not fafely ride, nor go, to do fuch things^ ai 
they have to do, to their intpll^rable hurt, an4 
hindrance ; ye fliall truly, and eflfedvially, with aU 
diligence poffible, to ypyr power, execute thfe 
ftatute of Winchefter, for vaggabonds; all theCs 
things, ye fhall well, and truly pbfervet and keep* 
So help you God. 

It is the judgement of learned councel, that 
iheriffs may be indited, for perjury, by wilful 
neglect of their duty, as other perfons, wilfully, of 
procuringly, perjUres themfelves, &c. 



KING HENRY THE THIRD, 

Was crounedy at the age of 9 yeres^ the 28. 08ohet^ 
1216, he raigned 56 yeres^ and 20 dates ^ dyed^ iht 
16. JJovember, 1272, lyeih buried^ at Wejiminjler. 

If one to be condemned, but by the judgment of the la'to^ 

STAT, ninth year of his reign, chap. 29. in pai> 
liament, enafts, that no free-man fliall be takeh, 
or imprifoned, or be diffeazed, of his free-hold> 
liberties, or free cuftomes, or pafs upon him, o!" 
condemn him, but by lawful judgement of his 
equals, or by the law of the land; we will not fell td 
no man, we will not defer to any man, eithet 
jufticc, or right. Reg. fo. 186. Coke, Pla. 456. 
I>yer,fo. 104. Coke, lib. 5. fo. 64. lib. 10. fo. 74. lib. 
n • fo. 99. ftat. 2. Edw. 3. 8. 5. Edw. 3. 9. 14. Edw* 
3. 14. 28. Edw* 3. 3. 11. Rich. 2. 10. 3. Carol. 
Pet. of right. See chap. 38, (a.c). 

Bakefi^ 
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B^ersyandbrewersyfauliy^ fo be putUJbed. 

Stat. 51. year of his reign, ia66, enafts, that if 
atiy baker, or brewer, be convift, becaufe he hath 
not obferved the aflize, of bread and ale, for the 
firft, fecond, and third time, he (hall be amerced^ 
according to his offence, but if he kmendnot, then 
to fuffer puniiOiment of body, the baker, to the 

Sillory, and brewer, to the tumbrel, which fliall not 
e remitted, for gold nor filver, and impowres ale 
runners, in every town, &c. every baker, to fet his 
own mark, on his bread. See chap. 49. (c}. 



KING HENRY THE FOURTH, 

Born at Bollingbroke^ in the countie ofLincolne^ began 
hh raigne, the 26. of September^ ^Z99* ^^Hp^d 13 
yearesyund 6 monethsy and died^ in an. Dom. 1413, 
of the age 0/46 yearejy buried^ at Canterbury. 

^Jujiice Jhall be done in England. 

STAT, firft year of his reign, chapter the firft, 
enads the confirmation, of the liberties of 
England, and all ftatutes, not repealed \ peace fhall 
l>e maintained, and jufliice fhall be done, to aJU men. 

Sberiffes Jhall not let their county to farm. 

Stat, the fourth year of his reign, chapter the 
'fifth, lenaded, that every (heriff, in England, fkeSX 
abide in proper perfon, within his bayliwicky for 
the time, he fhall be fuch officer, and (hat, he iliall 
not let his bayliwick, to farm, to any mai^, for the 
thne/that he occupieth, fuch officei and that the faid 
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(heriffe, be fworn, from time to time, to do the 
fame, in fpecial, amongft other articles, comprized, 
in the oath of fheriffs. Stat. 23. Hen. 6. lo. 



KING HENRY THE FIFTH. 

Began bis raigne^ the 20. of March^ was crouned^ at 
Wejiminjler^ the 9. of Aprill^ 1413- He raigned 
9 yearesy 2. months^ die<fy in ihe<^£l of Boyes^ neer 
Paris^ the 13. of jiugti^, 1422^ huned^ at Wejh 
minfter. ^.■' 

Coals to pay 9 ii$^o pence ^ per chaldron^ cufi^me^ and 
heels ^ to be nieafuredk 

(a)OTAT. the ninth vearof his reJgn, chap, g, 
\J 10. it was enacted, the king Ihould have 
two pence, of every chalder of coals, of unfranchized 
men, in the river, and port, at NewcalUe upon 
Tyne, as cuftomes, and, for the better knowledge 
of fuch cuftomes, ordains, that all keels, or boats, 
which carried coals, to ihips, ffioutd be/of the juil 
burden of twenty chaldron of coals. Notwith land- 
ing this ad, the Newcaftle men, made the kt^els, 
to carry, fome, two, and (bme, three and twenty, to 
wrong the king, of his cuftomes, which great cheat, 
was proved in parliament, where they enafted,. to 
prevent fuch like, for the future, that Tworn com- 
miflioners, fhould mark all keels,, and other veffels, 
carrying coals, to fliips, upon pain of forfeiture, of 
keel and coals- See chap. 9. (a), i 1 . chap. (i). 
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KING HENRY THE SIXTH, 

0/ the age of 8 moneihi^ began hU raigne^ the i . of 

^ Sepienwer, 1422, crowned^ atWeJiminJlery the 6. of 

l^ovember^ 14,2>^, aft erward, £ tow ffed, at Paris, 7. 

September^ 1431, raigned 38 yeares^ 6 moneths^ 4 

dayesy buried^ at Winfore* 

JPunifMients of cujlomers^ for not clearing fhips. 

(a)OTAT. the eleventh year of his reign, chap- 
l3 15* enaOied, that, fof sts much as the cuf- 
totnerg, and cbritrolers, in the kihgs pofrts, do not 
Vrite any warrants, in difcharge of merchants, of 
their merchandizes, by them fhewed, and duely cuf- 
tomed, tranfpdrted, or imported^ the lame cuftom- 
^rs, and controlers, dd imbe^el thd kings cuftomes, 
and the merchants be greatly hindred, becaufe that 
the warrants might plainly fliew, and declare their 
<iue cuftome, wheil they be often, and unduly im- 
peached, in the kings exchequor ; in conflderation 
of the faid deceits, it was enaded, that the faid cuf- 
tomersj and controlers, fhall write, and deliver, fuf- 
^cient warrants, fealed, with the feal of their ofBce, 
to that end ordained, to the faid merchants, not any 
thing to be given for the fame, but .their due cuf- 
tome ; arid, that in cafe any cuft6mer, dr controlef, 
do the contrary, then the merchant may have an 
aftion, by vertue of this ordinance, to purfue every 
cuftomer, or controler, that doth the contrary, in 
every court of record, and being thereof attainted, 
:(hall forfeit, to the king, for every default, ten 
jppunds, and to the merchant grieved, that fueth, 
live pound. 11. Hen. 6. ij. See chap. 45. (e). 

^he great danger, occajtoned by fmall riots. 

(b) In the 37. year of his reign, began fuch riots, 
t9Ut?r and unlawful afTemblies, that it produced a 
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worfe effect, then in king Richard the feconds dayes, 
^vhich was oceafioned, between a yeoman of the 
guard, and a ferving man, of the earle of Warwick, 
which fo far increafed, not being timely prevented, 
that it proved the root of many a wofui tragedy, 
brought to death the duke of York, who was pto* 
claimed fucceflbr to the crown; the king, prince 
Edward his fon, all, ormoft of the p^rs of the land de- 
ftroyed^ by fidings, and, at leaft, fix and thirty thou* 
fand of the common people, cut off, at one battel, 
at Toughton, in Yorkftire, the king, queen, and 
prince, put to flight, to Barwick. See Richard the 
fecond, what was done. See chapter 37. (a), 3* 
Hen. 6. See Rich. ±. (e). 

Sheriffs fees ; none of his officers Jhatt be returned^ 
iUpon inquejisy letting to kayl, &f f . 

(c)Stat. it3. Hen. the fixth, chapter to. The 
king, confidering the great perjury, extortion, and 
oppreilion, which te, and have been, in his realm, by 
his (heriffes, under-flieriffs, and their clerks, coroners, 
ftewards of franchizes, bayliffs, and keepers of pri- 
fons, and other officers, in divers counties of this 
realm, have ordained, by the authority aforefaid, in 
efchewing of all fuch perjury, extortion, and oppref- 
fion, and, that becaufe the flieriffe of every county, 
is a great, and neceffary officer, in the common- 
wealth, and ufed, as a fpecial inftrument, to the fur- 
therance of juftice, in all fuits, purflied at the com- 
mon-law, and his fervice is employed, in the begin- 
ning, profecuting, and ending, of the moftoJFthem, 
therefore, as the law, hath alwayes, had a fpecial re- 
gard of him, and forefeen, that he Ihall be a man of 
wifdome, of worth, of credit, countenance, and 
ability, (this is not William Fen wick, of North 
Riding, in Northumberland, for he derogates from 
them all) and that he fliall be allowed, a convenient 
ftipend, and falary, ' for his pains, in moft cafes, fo 
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doth (he carry a vigilant, and watchful eye, upon 
him, and his inferiour officers, or fubftitutes, know- 
ing what grievous oppreffions might enfue, if fhe 
fhould leave a man of his authority, and ncceffary 
imployment, at liberty, to dive, at his pleafure, into 
other mens purfe, and to take what he would, (as 
William Fenwick doth) therefore, fee hath reftrainec} 
him, his under feeriffe, bayliffe of franchizes, and 
other bayliffes, (moft of which are forefworn) within 
certain lifts, and affigned them, what they feall take 
for arrefts, attachments, mainprizes^ letting to bail, 
and ferving of executions, which, if any of them do 
exceed, he feall forfeit, forty pound a time, and feall 
be adjudged an extortioner, in which faid ftatute, it 
is enafted, that no feeriiFe, under-feeriffe^ or any 
bayliffe, by occafion, or under colour of his office, 
feall take any other thing, by themfelves, or any 
other perfon, to their ufe, or to their profit, of any 
perfon, by any of them arrefted, or attached, nor of 
any other for them, for the omitting of any arreft, 
or attachment, to be made, by their bodies, or of any 
perfon, by any of them, by force, or colour of their 
office, arrefted, or attached, for fine, fee, mainprize, 
letting to bail, or, for feewing any eafe, or favour, 
to any fuch perfon, fo arrefted, for their reward, or 
profit, but fuch as follows ; the feeriffe, twenty- 
C5* pence, . the bayliffe, which maketh the arreft, or 
attachment, four pence, the gaoler, if the prifonerbe 
committed to his ward, four pence; for making 
of a return, or paniel, and for the copy of a 
paniel, four-pence; no bond to be made, by them, 
under colour of their office, but onely to them- 
felves, for the appearance of any prifoner, at the 
day prefcribed, and what bond is otherwife, is 
void ; and he feall take no more, for making fuch 
obligation, warrant, or precept, by him to be made, 
but four pence; and all fheriffes, under-feeriffes, 
clerks, bayliffes, gaolers, coroners, ftewards, bayliffes 
of franchizes, or any other officer, or miniflers, 

which 
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which doth, contrary to the aforefaid ordinances, in 
any point of the fame, Ihall lofe, to the party, in 
this behalf endamaged, or grieved, his treble 
damages, and fliall forfeit, forty pounds, at every 
time, that any do the contrary, jin any point of the 
fame, whereof the king fhall have the one half, to 
be imployed, only to the ufe of his houfe, and the 
other, to the party, that will fue for the fame, by 
bill, plaint, &c. 

IJball lay open the excejjive fees^ extorted by ihejheriffs 
of Northumberlandi again/i the law^ viz. 

I. s. d. 

Return a tales i--.o6p 

For allowance of a pony - ..--092 
For allowance of a writ, falfe judgement - o 16 6 
Upon execution granting out --r-0150 
And all upon the defendant, after execution in 6 
For breaking open an original proces - - o 2 6 
For the warrant thereof -....006 ' 
Bayliffs, for the arreft from the plaintiff -010 

From the party arretted 018 

To file bay 1 above, and taking the declaration 080 

This is coftly law. , 

This juftice is both bought and fold, &c. 
A bill of indiftment, before a judge, would re* ' 

duce thefe, &c. 

The form of an indidmentyforjheriffs. 

(d) London if. The jurors, for the lord protecr 
tor, of the commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, &c. upon their oaths, do prefent, that 
John Butler, of London, fheriffe, the 2oth. day of 
Auguft, in the year of our Lord God, 1652, being 
then flieriffe, and keeper of the prifon, of the New- 
gate, in London, the day, and year aforefaid, did, 
by force, or colour of his faid office, as flieriffe, and 

"^T /? keeper 
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keeper of the Arid prifoa, unlawfully, and extor-f 
tionoufly exa£t, and take of one Jolui Cuthbertoii,, 
then, and there, being arrefted, and imprifoned m 
the laid prifon, under the cuftody of the faid iheriff, 
at the fuit of John Roe, the fum of fix fliillings and 
eight pence, for the fee of the faid flieriffe, aiid 
keeper, for the cuftody of the fai4 John^ in the 
faid prifon, from the 20. day of the month of May, 
in the year aforefaid, until the 20. day of Auguft, 
then next following, to the great damage of the 
faid John, and to the evill example of others^ in the 
like cafe offending, and contrary to the form of the 
llat^ute, in fuch cafe made, and provided, and 
jigainft the public peace. S^e chap, 58. (c), (d), (b), 
ftat. 23. Hea, 8. 3. 



. KING HENRY THE SEVENTH, 

Began his raigne^ the ii^ of yune% 1485, and wan 
crownedf at Weflmnjler^ the 30. rf O^ber. He 
raigned 25 yeares^ and 8 monthesf and died, the 22. 
of Jpril^ lietb buried^ at Wejimin/ier. 

STAT. 3. Hen. y. chap. i. ♦ It is enaded, if 
any coroner be rpmifTe, and maketh not iiir 
quifition upon the view of the body dead, and 
qertifie not, according to his office, it Is ordained, 
that he fhall, fqr every default, forfeit five pounds. 
See phap. ro. (o.p), chap. 48. 29. 49, 

Weights and meafures, CsV. 

. Stat. 1 1. Hen. 7. chap. 4. For as much, as many 
grievances have been fet forth, unto this prefent 
prlament, of the great fraud, and deceit, in 

meafures, 
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meafures, and weights, for reqaedy whereof, it it 
er darned 9 and ena^ed, that, to the knights^ aad 
citizens, of every feire, ahd city, aflen^bled, in this 
prefent parlameat, barons of the five ports, and 
certain bur^effes, of burrough towns, ere they de* 
part,, from thia pre&nt piarliament, be delivered, 
one, of every weight, and meafure, which now is 
Bjade of brafs3 for the good of the fubjed, accord* 
ing to the kings ftandard, of his exchequer, of 
weigk^ts, and meafures, and that they iball caufe all 
common weights, and meafures, to be as abovefaid, 
and all fuch as prove defective, then fuch weights 
aad meafures, (hall be broken and burnt, and the 
party pay twenty feillings, and be fet in the pillory ; 
the quarter 'of corn, to be eight buflieU, railed, and 
ftr,uck, and fourteen pound, to the ft one of wool, 
&e. and water racafure, to be five pecks on fhip 
bojard, according to the ftandard, &c* See chap^ 

Na ordinance to be made by cdrporations^ ^c. 

By afl: of parlament, 19. Hen. 7. 7. That mafters, 
wardens, and people of guilds, fraternities, and of 
other companies corporate, oftentimes, by colour 
of rule,, and governance, to them granted by charter, 
and letters pattents, made amongft themfelves, 
many unlawfuU, and imwarran table ordinances, as 
well in prizes of wag<58, as other things, for their 
own Angular profit, and to the common hurt, and 
damage of the people, be it enafted, and it is hereby 
«ena£jked, that no fuch mafter, wardens, nor com* 
p«uaies*, make, nor ufe, any ordinance, in difherit- 
anc^, nor diminition, of the prerogative of the king, 
nor of others,* nor againft the common profit of 
the people, nor none othei; ordinance of charge, 
except it were firfl: difcuft, ufed, and and proved^ 
by good advice of the juftices of peace^ or the chief 
governors of cities, and before them, entered up- 



150 KING HENRY THE SEVENTH. 

on record, and that upon pain, to loofc, and forfeit 
the force, and effeft of all the articles, in their faicl 
letters pattents, and charters contained, concerning 
the fame, and over that, to pay ten pounds to the 
king, for every ordinance, that any of them made, 
or ufed, to the contrary ^ the fame ordinance tq 
indure; at the kings pleafure, which aft was then 
expired, and fince the expiration of the fame, many 
ordinances have been made, by many private bodies, 
within divers cities, towns, and burroughs, contrary 
to the kings prerogative, his laws, and the common 
weal of his fubjefts ; be it therefore enaded, that no 
mafters, wardens, and fellowfliip of crafts, or myfte- 
ries, nor .of any rulers of guilds, or fraternities,* 
take upon theni, to make any afts, or ordinances, 
nbr to execute any, by them heretofore made, in 
difliertion, or diminition of the prerogative of the 
king, nor of other, nor agajnft the common profit 
of the people, except the faid afts, and ordinances^ 
be examined, and approved by the chancellor, trea-r 
furer of England, or chief juftices, of either bench- 
es, or three of them, or before both the juftices of 
affizes,^ in their circuit, in the (hire, where fuch afts, 
or ordinances be made, upon pain of forfeiture of 
forty pounds, for every time they doe to the con- 
trary ; and over that, it is enafted, that none of the 
fame bodies corporate, take upon them, to make 
any afts, or ordinances, to reftrain* any perfon, or 
perfonSx to fue to the king, or any of his courts, for 
due remedy, to be had in their caufes, nor put, nor 
execute any penalty; or punifhment, upon any of 
them, for any fuch fuit to be made, upon pain of 
forfeiture of forty pounds, for every time, that they 
do to the contrary. See chap. 39. (a), 30. (d), 
43. (d), and chap. 10. (g). 

This ftatute will prove offenfive to the free hoaft- 
men, and the charter of the admiralty, if well pro- 
fecuted, and pay them for all the wrongs done. 
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KING HENRY THE EIGHTH, 

Was borne, at Greenwich^ entered his taigne, hein^ 1 8 

yearns of age ^ the 22. Aprill^ *5o9i wax crGUned^ 

^t Wejiminjler^ the 25* of June following. Heraign" 

€d 37 yearesy and 9 months^ diedy the 28. ofjfunet 

buriedi at Winfots 

(a)OTAT. 21- Hen. 8. chap, 18. In the vacahcy 
1^ of the fea of Durham, cardinal Wolfey be*^ 
ing dead, and no knights, nor burgeffes, in ' parla- 
ment^ for Durham, and Northumberland, then, the 
mayor^ and burgeffes of. Newcaftle, knowing there 
could be no oppofition, petitioned the king, and parl- 
iament, for that, whereas the mayor, burgeffes, and 
commonalty of that town, having been faithfuU fub- 
jefts, and held, in fee, from his progenitors, that 
town, port, and haven of the river of Tine, thereuiv- 
to belonging, and of all ground,* which the water 
covered, within the faid river of Tine, from the 
toouth of the faid river, called Sparhawke, and to 
Head win ftreams, in their demean, as of fee> in right 
of the crown, and that all merchandizes, carryed by 
any fliip, or veffell, into that port, or carried out, ufed 
to be difcharged, and loaden, only, at that town, by 
which means, the cuftoms, fubfidies, and tole, were 
received there, for his majefties,ufe> 500I. per annum, 
and that byreafon of thofe liberties j and franchizes, 
that town hath been well replenifhed, and maintain- 
ed, and able to furnifh his majefty, with four hun- 
dred marriners for the war, and by reafon of feveral 
great perfonages, as well fpiritual, as temporal, hav- 
ing lands adjoyning to the faid river, have loaden 
and unloaden (hips, with feveral merchandizes, and 
paid no cuftoms, to the utter undoing of the town, 
and the great dilhertion of your highnefs, and mi- 
nifhment to your cuftoms, and that divers weyers, 
and filh-gates, were erected in the faid river, by 

means 



•54 A TABLE O^, FEES, FOK <;U5TOM8, &C. 

means whereof great fand-beds, and gravel heaps, be 
grown, and caft up, in the faid river, that within few 
years to come, no ihip of good burthen, or weight,* 
fliall be able to come up to the town, to t^ie meHU 
znable hurt of the countries, thereunfto adjoyning, and 
to the damage of your realm,* efpecially, to all per- 
fons needing fea coals, which be onely conveyed, 
from the faid port, and no where elfe, to be (hipped, 
or had, but there. 

In confideration whereof, ifiiay It pleafe your ma- 
jefti^, out of your bounden grace, with the affent of 
your lords, fpiritual and ten^oral, and the com- 
mons, in parlament, to enad, ordain, and eftabtrfh, 
that from henceforth, any merchant, or merchants, 
or any other perfon, or perfons, (hall not ihip, load, 
or unload, any merchandize, or olher ware« of 
goods, to be fold here, between the faid place, call- 
ed Sparhawke, and Headwin ilreams, (being fourteen 
miles in length) but onely at Newcaftle, upon pain 
of forfeiture, of all fuch goods, and war^es, aad mer- 
chandizies, to the king. 

And for the mayor, and burgefles, to pull down all 
weires, goares, and engins, which wasgriantedby the 
fafid ftatute, provided alwaies this aft be not prejudical 
to any perfon, or perfons, being the kings fubjefts, 
for building, (hipping, loading, or unloading, any 
fait, or fi(h, within the faid river, and port, or to any 
of them, or to any other perfons, repairing to the 
faid port, with Oiips and merchandizes, for felling, 
orbdyingof any merchandizes, or wares, needful 
for viftualing, and amending of the faid ftiipB,* at 
the time of their being in the faid port, this aft, or 
;gbny thing comprifed in the fame, notwithftanding. 
See chap. 50. (c). 

N A fable of fees ^ for cufloms^ toleSi i^c. in towns. 

(b) Stat. 22. Hen, 8. chap. 8. Be it enafted, that 
every city, borough, and town corporate^ their offi- 
cer 
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eer Aall fet up, or caufe a table, in dpen pkce, of, 
and for the certainty of all fuch, and every duty, of 
every fuch cuftom, tole, and duty, or fum of money, 
of fuch Vfite^ and merchandizes, to be demanded, 
or required, as above rehearfed, fhall, and may plain* 
ly appear to be declared, to the intent, that nothing 
be exafted, otherwife, than in old time hath been u- 
fed, and accuftoitied, upon pain of e^ch city, fiv^ 
pound, and every corporation, forty fhillings, for ev- 
ery month, that the laid table fhali fail to be fet up> 
the moyety to the king, and the ot^ier to the party, 
that \vill fue for the fame, by writ, bill, plaint, or in- 
formation, in which the defendant Ihall have no afr 
foyn, wagct of law, nor prot^€tion of iaW, allowed* 
Sec chap. 44. (e); 

ji commt/Jidn of fewen^ ^c. 

(c) Stat. 23. tien. 8. chap. 5. The king, confi- 
dering the abfdlute neceffity, of granting a general 
ift, for commiflioners of fewers, to be directed, in 
all parts of his realm, for the advancing of the 
commonwealth, and commodity of this his realm^ 
and likewife, confidering the daily great dstmages, 
and loffes, which have happened in many parts of 
the nation, in the decay, and fpoil of rivers^ to the 
ineilimable damages of the commonwealth, which 
do daily increafe ; for remedy whereof, it is enacted, 
that there be commiffioners of fuers, and other pre- 
mifes, direded^ in all parts, from time to tiitle, 
where and when need Ihall require, to fbch fub- 
ftantial, and indiflPerent perfons, as (hall be named 
by the lord chancellor, and lord treafurer of Eng- 
land, and the two chief juftices, for the time be- 
ing, or by three of them, whereof the lord chan- 
cellor to be one. 

The commiffionei's to be refiding, in the refpeftive 
countie, where the commiffion is direfted, (which 
(aid commiflioners, will preferve the faid river) hav- 

X ing 
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ing power given them, to conftitute and ordain 
laws, ordinances, and decrees, and to repeal, reform, 
^nd amend, as need ihall require, any defeds. 

Alfo, to pulldown any newfances, incroachments, 
or the like, erefted in the faid rivers, and to caufe 
buildings of wharfs, for the good of the fame, and 
power, to rate, and tax any perfon whatfoever, 
towards the charge, for the good of the faid rivers, 
or having fpoyled the fame, to feize his, or their 
lands, tenements, goods, and chattels, for the faid 
taxes, and to difpofe of the fame, by fail, leafe, or 
other wife, fix commiiSoners being prefent, and 
every commiffioner is to have four (billings a day, 
when they fit, and the clerk, two ihillings a day, out 
of the taxes. I refer the reft of this power, to ihe 
, relation of thefe ftatutes following.^ 3. Edw. 6. 9* 
13. Eliz. 9. See 34. chap, (c), 35. (a.b> 

An attaint again/i a jury. 

(d) Stat. 23. Hen. 8. chap, 3. The law having 
firft ufed all good devices to caufe fheriffs, under- 
flieriffs, bayliffs of liberties, coroners, and all others 
authorized to return, and impannel juries, to be in- 
different, and to return the faid jurors, and juries, 
without all partiallity, and th^t they fhall be no 
furtherers, maintainers, nor affifters. to perjury, 
fubordination, or embracery, and alfo having provi- 
ded, that all thofe jurors, which be fo returned upon 
inquefts, and to try inquefts, and to try iffues be- 
tween party and party, may again, one by one, be 
fifted, tryed, and examined, whether they ftanding 
unfworn, be indifferent, or not ; (he doth then ex- 
pert from thofe jurors, veridi^lumy a true tale, that 
.is to fay, a true verdidt, or prefentment, of fuch 
things as be given them, in charge, according to 
/ their evidence, but if the fame jurors, will decline 

from truth, and make a falfe prefentment, contrary 
to their evidence,* then, it is not to be te^irmed 

veredidum^ 
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veredi&um^ but perjuriunij and it will be returned to 
them, as malediduniy for by the common-law, they 
being attainted, by the verdift of four and twenty 
other jurors, (hall receive a curfed, and villainous 
judgement ; therefore, viz. 

The faid jurors, fhall lofe the freedom of the law, 
their wives, and children fhall be thruft out of 
their houfes, their houfes fhall be pulled down to 
the ground, their orchards, and gardens fhall be 
{iibplanted, their trees fhall be digged up by the 
roots, their meadows fhall be eyred up, all their 
goods, and chattels, which they have at the time of 
the attaint brought, or at any time after, fhall be 
forfeited to the king, the kipg fhall have all the 
profit of their forfeited lands, during their lives, 
and they fhall be committed to perpetuall prifon, 
which judgement:, was devifed, arid many years put 
in execution, to the intent^ it might be known, 
how much thp common-law did deteft, and puniflj 
wilful! perjury, and falfehood, in thofe who fhe 
trufled, in place of jufjtice, and from whom fhe ac- 
counted to receive truth. See Poultoriy Perjury ^ ( 1 6), 
See ch^p. 58. (b.c.d,) flat. 23. Hen. 6. ip. (d). 

To prevent fpoyl in rivers by hallaji* 

(c) Stat. ^4. Hen. 8. 9. The king, for the good 
and prefervsition of rivers, enafted, that what perfon, 
or perfons, do cafl, or unlade any ballafl, rubbifh, 
gravel, or other wreck out of any fhip, crayer, or 
other vefTels, being within fmy haven-road, channel, 
or river to any port, town, or other city, or 
borough, within this realm, but onely upon the 
land, above the full fea-mark, upon pain of forfi- 
ture of five pound a time, the one h^lf to the king, 
the other, to the party difcovering, that will fue fqr 
the fame, by bill, plaint, or otherwife, no wager of 
law admitted, or any eflbyn, or proteftion allowed, 

X ? This 
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This 18 a legal courfe, but Newcaflrle aflis not 
- hereby, as you may fee, in chap. 34. (c), 35. (a.?)> 
I?, chap, (6), 14. (b). 
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Sheriff's puni/hedfor refufing bail. 

(a)QTAT, 3. Ed. I. 15. King Edward the firft, 
\J for as much as fheriffs, and others, which 
have taken, and keptin prifon, perfons detefted of 
felony, ^nd incontinent, have let out, by plevyn, 
fuch as were not replevifable, and kept in perfons, 
fuch as were replevifablef, becaufe they would win of 
the one party, and grieve the other, it is ordained, 
that if any fheriffe, or any other, which hath the 
fceeping of prifons, let any go at large, by f^rety, 
that is not replevifable, s^nd thereof be attainted, he 
ft all lofe l^is fee, and office, for ever, and if the 
underrflierifFe, cdnftable, or bayliff, of fuch who 
have fees, fpr keeping of prifons, do it, contrary to 
the will of his lord, or any other bayliff, being not 
of fee, they fliall have three years imprifonment, and 
make fine, at the kings pleafure, and if any man 
with-hold a prifpner replevifable, after that they have 
offered fufficient furety, he fhall pay a grievous 
amerciament to the king, and if he take any re- 
ward, for the deliverance of fuch, he fhall pay it 
double, to the prifoner, and alfp, fliall pay a grievous 
amerciament, to the king. See flat. 27. Edw. i. 3, 
ftat. 3. Hen. 7. 2. the firft and fecond philip and 
Maryj^ 13. See 30. chap, (^h\ ^7. c^iap, (a;, 41. 
thap,(A}. 

t!xiortiofi 
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Extortion in officers. 

(b) Stat. 3. Ed. I. 16. The king ordains, that 
none of his officers fliall commit extortion, neither 
iherifie> nor other • fliall take reward, to do his 
office, but fhall be paid, of that which they take of 
the king, and he that fo doth, fliall pay, or yeeld 
two times as much, and fhall be punifhed, at the 
kings pleafure. See flat. 23. Hen. 6. 10. 

Outrageous tole. 

(c) Stat. 3. Edw. I. 30. The kiqg ordains, that 
fuch who takes outrageous tole, contrary to the 
common cuflome of the realm, in market towns, by 
the lord, then the franchizes of the faid market, to 
be feized into the kings hand, and if it be in the 
kings town, which is let in the farm, the franchizes 
to be feized, in the kings hand, and if it be done, 
by a bayliffe, without confent of his lord, he fhall 
reflore double, and fhall have forty dayes imprifon- 
ment ; touching citizens, and burgeffes, to whom 
the king granted murrage, to inclofe their towns,* 
which takes fuch murrage, otherwife then it wa« 
granted unto them, and thereof be attainted, it is 
provided, that they fhall lofe their charter, or grant, 
for ever, and fliall be grievoufly amerced, unto the 
king. (See 44. Edw. 3. fo. 20.) 43. Edw. 3. fo. 29. 
(Fit. N. B. fo. 94.). See 1 1. chap, (h), 44. (i), 49, 
Cc), 48. (a). 

* P erf am attached out of their liberty. 

(d) Stat. 3. Ed. I. 34. For as much as great men, 
and the bayliffs, and others, the kings officers onely 
excepted, unto whom fpecial authority is given, 
which, at the complaint of fome, are by their own 
authority attached, others paffing, through their 
}urif4idions with their goods, compelling them to 

anfwer 



158 KXNO EDWARD THE FIRST. 

anfwcr afore them,* upon contraft, covenants, and 
trefpaffes, out of their jurifdiftion, where indeed 
they hold nothing of thejn, or within their fran- 
chizes, where their power i?, in prejudice of the 
king, and his crown, and to the damage of the 
people, it is provided, that none, from henceforth, 
fo do, and if any do, he (hall pay to him, that by 
his occagon fhaU be attached, his damage double, 
and (hall be grievoufly amerced tp the king. 3. Ed. 
I. 16^ See chap. 30. (b). 

Thie penalties fpr procuring '^rits. 

(e) Stat. 13. Edw. I. 36. For as much as lords of 
courts, and others, that keeps courts, and ftewards, 
intending to grieve their inferiors, where they have 
no lawful means fo tp do, procures others, to move 
matters againft them, and to put in fureties, and 
other pledges, or to purchafe writs, and at the 
fuit of fuch plaintiffes, compels them to follow the 
county, hundred, wapentake, and other like courts, 
untill they have made fine with' them, at their will ; 
it is ordained, that it fhall not be fo ufed hereafter, 
and if any be attached, upon fuch falfe complaints, 
he fliall replevy his diftreffe, fo taken, and ftiall caufe 
the matter to be brought afore the juftice, before 
whom, if the fheriff, bayliff, or other lord, after 
that the party diftrained, hath framed his complaint, 
yrill advow the diftreffe lawful, by reafon of fuch 
complaints made unto them, and it be replied, that 
fuch complaints were moved malicioufly, againft the 
party, by the folicitation, pr procurement of the 
fheriff, or other bayliffe, or lord, the fame replica- 
tion (hall be admitted, and if they be conviSed 
hereupon, they fhall make fine to the king, and 
treble damages to the party grieved. Sep ftat. 8. 
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No tax to be levied but by parliament, l^c. 

(f) Stat. 25. Edw. 1,6. Be it enaSed, that none 
(hall be charged, by any charge, or impofition, nor 
be compelled to contribute to any tax, talledge, aid^ 
or other like charge, not fet by common confent in 
parliament. 

A writ called Ad quoddamunij to purchafe fairsi 
markets.^ 'is'c. 

(o) Stat. 27* Ed. I. 1299. The king ordain^/ 
that if any perfon, or perfons, having a mind to ob- 
tain any liberties, fairs, markets, or the like, may 
have this writ out of chancery, called Ad quodda* 
mum ; if the inqueft pafle for them, they fhall have 
it, for rertiembrance of which thing, there is an in- 
denture made, and divided into three parts, where- 
of one part remains in the chancery, another in the 
exchequor, and the third in the wardrop. Regift. 
fo. 247. Fitz. N. B. fo. 221. Raft. Pla. fo. 25. 32. 
See chap. 48. (a.b), 44. (i), 49. (a.g), 50. (a), 29. 
(a), 47. (a), 51. (a), 50. (c), and chap. 11. 

(I.K). 

This writ, called a quo warranto^ will dajh any ibar^ 
ter a peeces exceeded. 

(h) Stat. 30. Ed, I. 1301. The king and his 
parliament, provided well for the weal of the nation, 
againft any indire£l courfe^ profecuted under colour 
of charter, grants, &c. either by not putting in exe- 
cution, what is granted to corporations, or exceed- 
ing their powers, ordains this writ, whereby all mepi 
may have right, if they look after it, viz. The 
king to the flieriff, greeting, funxmon by good fum- 
mons, &c. that they be before us, at &c. in our 
next coming, into the county aforefaid, or before 
our juftices of afSze, when they Ihall come into 

thofe 
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thofe parts, to fliew, by what warrant they clainl 
fuch liberties, and hold a view of frank pledge, in 
their mannor of &c. or by whit warrant they have, 
to hold Tholonium (tdtis) for them, and their 
heirs, and by what warrant they do fuch wrongs^ 
&c. 

This writ, is like twenty of the violenteft maftiffs, 
upon a fmall bear, tearing her all in peeccs, they 
being unmuzled. There is great want of fuch bay- 
ting. 

(i) Doftor Lamb, who was killed by a rude mul- 

- titude, in London, and foon after buried, but by 

reafon a coroner did not view his dead body, &c* 

' this writ was brought, by attorney general Noy, 

who voided their charter, and they were fined many 

' thoufand pounds, and paid, &c. 

(k) London-Derry, onely for exceeding their 
power, in their charter, were ferved the very 
like, &c. 

This writ would do the like to Newcaftle, if 
afl:ed, for exceeding their powers, and not burying 
* Mr. Snapes fon, one Gray, and William Rea, who 

were drowned in that river, as they are tyed to do 
by charter* See chap. to. (o.p), and fee chap. 29. 
(a), 48. (b), 49. (y). 

No dijirejfe ivithout warrant* 

(l) Stat4 34. Ed* 1. 2. The king ordains, that no 
officer of his, or his heirs, ihall take any corn^ cat- 
tle, or any other goods whatever, from any perfon, 
without the good will, and affent of the party, to 
whom the goods belonged* See chap. 47. (a), 
30* (b). 
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KING EDWARD THE SECOND, 

Sumafned Carnarven^ was crounedj at Wejlfninfler^ 
€ii the 22. yere of his age^ 'the 24. of February^ 
1308. He raigned ig yere, 6 monethes^ was depofed 
the 25. ofyaniwarius^ 1326. He was Jlayne in thi 
cajlle ofBarkley, in the 43. yere of his age. 

Breaking of prifons. 

(a)OTAT. I. Ed. 2, 1307. By the common-law 
l^ of England, if a man had been imprifoned, and 
broke the prifon, he ftiould have been hanged, for what 
caufe foever he had been imprifoned, yea, although 
it had been but for trefpafs, which great enormity 
was redrefled, by this ftatute of 1 . Edw, 2. intitu- 
led, De frangentibus prifonamy the words where be 
thefe, touching prifoners breaking of prifon, our 
lord the king/ doth will and command, that none, 
' which from henceforth do break prifon, fliall have 
judgement of life, and member, for the breaking of 
prifon onely, except the caufe tor the which he was 
taken, and imprifoned, doth require fuch judgeinent> 
if he fhould have been convifted thereof, according 
to the law, and cuftomof the realm, though in times 
paft, it hath been otherwife ufed, and therefore it is to 
be confidered, who is a priifoner, and what is break* 
ing of prifon. According to the meaning of the 
aforefaid ftatute, every perfon, who is under arreft, 
for felony, is a prifoner, as well being out of the 
goal, as within, fo that if he be but in the ftocks, 
in the ftreet, or out of the ftocks, in the poffeflion 
of any, that hath arretted him, and doth make an 
efcape, that is a breaking of prifon, in the prifoner^ 
for imprifonment is none other, but a reftraint of 
liberty. Raft. pla. fo. 247. 340. Kil. fo. 87. 
Dyer, fo. 99. Fitz. Coron. 134. Bro. Coron. 

79- 
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Unfufficient Sheriffs. 

(b) Stat. 9. Edw* 2, 1315. The king; receiving 
great complaints, from the great men, and people 
in parliament, throughout the whole realm, per- 
ceived great damage done t6 him, and great op- 
pfeffion, and dilheritances to his people, by reafon 
of unfufficient fherifFs, and bailiffs; the king, re- 
folved to prevent fuch evil oppreffions, and difheri- 
tances, by the aflent of his prelate^, barons, &c. 
enacted, that the fheriffs, fhall have fufficient land, 
within the fame (hire, to anfwer the king, and his 
people, and to attend his office^ and if any fherifFs, 
or hundreders, be unfufficient, fhall be removed,* 
and others, more convenient, put in their place j 
that none fhall farm his land ; that writs, feht to the 
:6ierifFs, fhall be executed by the hundreders, fworn 

and known ; they to be fuch— ^ as have land, to 

arifwer, and not by others, fo that the people may 
"knov^ to whom to fue, fuch execution, faving always 
the returns of. the writs, to them that have them, 
or ought tp have them. 

The kingy by his prerogati'Oe^ jhall have th^ wteck of 

thefea. 

(c) Stat. 17. Edw. 2. II. It is ena£i:ed, that the 
king fhall Have the wreck of the fea, throughout 
the realirs whales, and great flurgeon, taken in the 
fea, or elfewhere, within the realm, except in cer- 
tain, places privileged by the king. See flat* 3. 
Edw, I. 4, Raft. pla. fo. 611. Co. lib. fo. 106. 108. 
I. Hen. 7. fo. 23. 1 1. Hen. 4. fo. 16. 9. Hen. 7. fo. 
^o. 35. Hen. 6. fo. 27. See chap. 10. (s), 30. (a), 
^9- (i>)i 30- (c). 
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The kingjhali have all felons goods. 

(d) Stat. 17. Ed. 2. 16. Be it enafted, the 

t.ing fhall have the goods of allfelonjs, attainted, and 

fugitives, wherefoever they be found, and if they 

have freehold, then it fhall be forthwith taken into 

the kings hands, ^nd the king . (hall haye all profit? 

of the fame, by one year, and one day, and the land 

fhall be wafted, and deftroyed, the houfes, woods, 

quid garden?, and all manner of things, belonging to 

the fame, excepting men of certain place$, privileged 

by the king therefore, and after he hath had the 

yea.r and the day^ and the wafte, then the land {hall 

be reftored to the chief lord of the fame fee, unleft 

that he fine before with the king, for the year and 

the day, and the wafte; nevertheless, it is ufed in the 

county of Glocefter, by cuftome, that after one ye^r 

and a day, the lands, and tenements of fellons fhall 

revert, and be reftored to the nqxt heir, to whom 

it ought to have defcended, if the fellony had not 

been done, and in Kent, the cuftpme is gavel kind, 

the father to the bow, and the fpn to the plow : All 

heirs male fhall divide their inheritance, and like» 

wife women, but women (hall not make partition 

^th men, and a woman, after the death of her 

hufband, fhall be endowed of the moiety, and if fhe 

commit fornication, in her widowhood, or take an 

hufband after, fhall loofe her dower. Fitz. N. B. fb^ 

144, Regift. fo. 165. V. N. B. fo. 99. V. N, B. fo, 

5. See chap. 10. (s), 53. (a). 
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- KING EDWARD THE THIRD, 

Borne at Win/or^ was crowned^ at Wejlminflerj the 
2. cf Feb. i3?7f being i^yeares olde^raigned 50 
yearesf 4 months ^ 24 dates ^ dyedy the 2 1 . of June^ 
1377, lyeth buriedi in Wejminfter. 

Enquiry of Coalers^ which Jhall procure priforiers tq 
become appealers^ 

(a)QTAT. I. Edw* 3. 7. Be it ena^ed, for the 
Ij efchewing the damages, and deft rufliipn, that 
often doth happen by fberiffs, goalers, and keepers; 
of prifons, within franchizes, and without, which 
have pained their prifoners, and by fuch evill means, 
compel^ and procure them to become app^ers, and 
to appeal harmlefs, and guiltlefs people, to the iur 
tent to have ranfome of fuch appealed perfon, for 
fear of imprifonment, or other caufe, the juftices of 
the one bench, and of the others and juftices of 
affizesi and goal delivery, ihall, by ^- force of this; 
ftatute, enquire of fuch compulfive punifliments, and 
procurements, and hear the complaints of all them 
that wiil complain, in fuch cafes by bill, and fliall 
hear, aiid determine fuch plaints, as well ^i the fi^^t 
of the party, as at the kings fuit. Stat. 13. Edw. 
|. i3t 14. Ed, 3. 10. Raft. pL fo. ^6* 

}fone to ride armed^ except^ (sfc. 

' (b) Stat. 2. Edw. 3* 3. Be it enaft^d, that none 
ihall ride, or go armed, but fuch as are the king^ 
fervants, or being licenced, nor his oflkers, to do 
their office by force of arms, nor bring any force, in 
an affray of the peace ; neither to be armed by day, 
nor night, in any place, ppon pain of forfeiture of 
their arms, and imprifonment, during the pleafure 
pi the king : All officers whatever is required to pu^ 
thi? a^ in fofce. See chap# 37. (a). 
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(c) a. Edw^ 3. 6. 2. Edw. 4. 5. Every juftice of 
peace, upon his di&retion, may bind to the peace^ 
or good behaviour, fuch as are common barrators. 
A common barrator is he, which is ^either a com- , 
mdn moover, and ftirrer up, or maintainer of fuits 
Jn law, in any courts of record, or elfe of quarrels, 
or parts in the country ; as if any court of record, 
county court, hundr(sd, or other inferior courts, any 
perfon, by fraud, and malice, under colour of lawy 
ftall themfelves maintain, or ftir up others unto 
multiplicity of unjuft, and feigned fuics, or ipfor- 
mations, upon penal laws, or Ihall malicioufly pur- 
jchafe a fpecial fupplicavit of the pelace, to force the 
other party to yeeld to him compofition, all fuch as 
3re barrators in the countrey, and thefe are three 
iprts. 

Firft, difturbers of the peace ;* fuch are either 
common quarrellers, or fighters in their own caufe, 
or common moovers, or maiptainers of quarrels, 
and affr^i^s between others. 

Secondly, common takers, or detainers by force, 
or fubtlety of the poffeffions of houfes, lands, or 
l^oods, which have been in queftion, or controverfie. 

Thirdly, inventers, and fowers of falfe reports, 
whereby difcords arifeth, or may arife betweea 
aeighbfors^ yea^ ii ont ht communis feminaior litmn^ 
he IS a barrator, or if any man, of himfelf, be com' 
munis cppr^for vicimrum^ a common oppreflbr of, 
or wrangler with his neighbors, either by unjuft, 
or wrangling fuits, or other oppreffions, or deceits, 
be is a barrator, or if one communis pacts perturbater^ 
(:alummat0r% et malefaSlor^ he is a barrator, but all 
fuch perfons mud be common barrators, not in one, 
or two, but in many caufes. See Lamb. 79. Co. 8, 
35. Co. 1. 338. Co. 8. 36. C?-omp. Q.^'j. Co. 8. 7. 

(d) Stat. a. Edw. 3. 8. It Is accorded, and efta- ^^j^'jJJ 
blimed, that it fhall not be commanded by the great neck of all 
(eat, nor the litde feal, to difturb, or delay common cbarters in 
pglit, fu)4 t^Qugh fuch GOix^maadements do. come, England, that 

the be unjuft, &c. 
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the juftices fhall not therefore leave to do right, in 
any point* Stat, 9. Hen, 3. lip. 5, Ed. 3. 9. i4, 
Edw. 3, 14. 

Gold and Jilver prohibited, &c. 

(e) Stat 9. Edw. 3. I. Nopierfon (ball carry gold, 
or filver out of the realm, without the kings licence; 
who fo doth, fhall forfeit all fuch as is carrying, with 
fhip, &c. Stat. 5. Rich. 2. 2. Stat. 2. Hen. 6. 6. 19. 
Hen. 7. 5. 

Rates on victuals. 

(f) Stat. 23. Edw. 3. 6. The king ordains, all 
perfons whatever, which fells any kind of viftuals, 
{hall be bound to fell their viftual, at a reafonable 
rate, or price, 4iaving refpeft to the price,, that fuch 
viftuall be fold at, in the places adjoyiiing, fo that 
the feller may have a moderate gain, arid not excef- 
five,* and if the feller do fell otherwife, fhall pay dou- 
ble back. The mayor, and baylifFs of the city, mar- 
ket-towns, and other corporate towns, and the ports of 
the fea, fliall have power to enquire of all offenders in 
the fame, and to levy the faid pain (upon them- 
felves) for their ufe, who fueth for the fame'j and in 
cafe the mayor, and bayliffs, be negligent in put- 
ting ill execution, any of the premifes, and thereof 
be convifted, before juflices afligned, then the faid 
mayor, and baylifFs, fhall be compelled by the faid 
juftices, to pay the treble of the things fo fold, to the 
party damnified, and alio, fhall be grievoufly punifli- 
ed by the king. 23. Edw. 3. 4. See chap. 50. (a), 
44. (e), 48. (a), 51. (a), 29. (a). 

None to be condemned without bis anfiver, hfc. 

(G)Stat. 28. Edw. 3. 3. The king ordains, that 
|io man, of what eftate, or condition he be, fhall be 

put 



PENALTIES ON MAYOkS, SHRIFFS, &C. iSy 

put out of his land, nor tenements, nor taken, nor 
imprifonedi nor dif-inheritcd, nor put to deith, 
ti^ithout being brought to anfw^r, by due proceft of 
laWi Stat. 9. Hen. 3. 29, 5. Edw. 3.. 9. 25, Ed. 
3. 4. See chap. 10 (x), 38. (c), 41. (a), 43. (d), 
38. (a). 

Penalty o/a mayor j Jhertf, and aldermeny for not te^ 
drejfing grievances*. - 

(H)Stat4 28. Edw. 3. 10. Becaufe of the errors, 
defaults, and mifprifions, which be notorioufly ufed 
in cities, boroughs, and corporations, for default of 
good governance, of the mayor, fheriff, and alder- 
men, cannot be inquired, nor found, by people of 
the fame town, it is ordained, and eftabliflied, that 
the faid mayor, fheriffs, and aldermen, which have 
the governance of the faid town, or city, fhall caufe 
to be redrelTed, and correded, the defaults, errors, 
and mifprifions above named, and the fame duly 
punifh, from time to time, upon a certain pain, that 
is to fay, at the firft default, a thoufand marks to 
the king, the fecond default, two thoufand marks ^ ^ 
and at the third default, that the franchizes, and 
liberties of the faid town, be taken into the kings 
hand j it fhall be enquired of by foraign inquefts, of 
foraign counties, namely, the city of London, but 
all other cities, boroughs, and corporations, to 
be tryed by forain inquefts, in the fame town, which 
may be done by the punilhment of judges, thereun- 
to affigned by inqueft, or indidment, and called to 
anfwer the fame, out of their town, which fine is to 
be leavyed by attachment, and diftrefs, and by exi- 
gent, if need be, upon any land, or tenements out 
of their town, belonging to any of them. 
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KING EDWARD THE SIXTH, 

Borne at Hamfori Court y at the age of 9 yearesj began 
bis raigne the 31. of January ^ ^546> crowned^ at 
Wefiminjier the 20. tf February following. He 
raigned 6 yeares, 5 monthes^, died, the 6. of yulie, 
buried, at Wefimiri/ler. 

Murder, ^c. 

(a)0 TAT. I. Edw. 5. 12. It is murder to ftrike 
1^ with either blunt, or fliarp weapon, if the 
party dye within a year and a day, and the blow^ 
given upon malice j neither fhall clergy be allowed* 
See chap. 36, (a). ^ 

Vi^uallers^ and handicrafts-menn 

(b) Stat, 2. Edw. 6n 15* For as much as artifi- 
cers, handicrafts-men, and labourers have made con- 
federacies, and mutually fworn^ not onety that they 
fliould lell their visuals, at a certain rate, and not 
to meddle with one anothers work, and finifli that 
which others have begun, but alfo, to appoint how 
much work they fhall do in the day, and what 
hours, and times they fhaU work^ contrary to the 
laws, and ilatutes of this realm^ and to the hurt, 
and great impoverifhinen't of the kings fubjefts ; for 
reformation whereof, the king ordains, that if any 
viftuallers, or artificers aforefaid, fhall at any time 
combine, confpire, or make any oaths, that they 
ihall not fell their viftuals, at certain prices, or that 
artificers Ihall not work, but as abovefjiid, being con- 
vifted, fhall pay, in fix dayes, ten pounds to the 
king, or twenty dayes imprifonment, and fed onely 
with bread and water, if he have not fufficient to 
pay the faid fine ; for the fecond offence, the pillory, 
or twenty pound, and for the third offence, fhall" 

forfeit 
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'forfeit forty pouiids; of elfe be fet in the pillory, 
. and lofe one of his ears^ and fhall be taken as an in-* 
Ifamous nian, and his fayings, and dath, not to be 
[credited in matter of judgement; and if any fuch 
'confpiracy^ covi^nant, or promife be haa, or made 
by any fociety, brotherhood, or company of craft- 
j hiyftery, or dccupatidn of the myfteries afore-men- 
tioned, with the prefence, or confent of the moft of 
jthenl, that thdri, immediately upon fuch acl: of con- 
' fpiracy, covenant, or promife, had, or made^ over 
I and befides the particular punifliment, before in this 
' a£l appointed, for the offender, their corporation fhall 
be diflblved, to all intents^ cortftruftions, and purpofes; 
i and that none do prefume to hinder any free-mafon, 
' tough-mafort, cisirpenter, bricklayer, plaftererj joyn- 
er, hard-hewer, faw^r, tykr, pavier, glafier, lyme^^ 
burner, brick-maker, tyle-maker, plummer, or la-* 
bourer^ born in tbh realmj or made denifon, to 
work in the faid crafts^ in any city, borough, or 
town corporate, with any perfon, or perfons that 
will retain him, albeit the faid perfons, fo retained, 
or any of them, do not inhabit, or live in the faid 
town, &c. nor be free of the fame city, &c* any 
ftatute, law, ordinance, or other thing to the con* 
trary, upon forfeiture of five pound a time, half to 
the king, and half to the party fuing, to be re- 
covered by bill, &c. No wager of law, or proteftion^ 
allowed, &c. Sec chap. 29. (e)^ 30. (f), 36. (a)^ 

Robbing wit bin a market of a fair ^ booth y tent^ t^e. 

(c) Stat. 5. 6i Ed. 6. 14. Be it enafked, that no 
perfon, or perfons which fhall happen to be found 
guilty, after the laws of this rejilm, of, and for rob- 
bing any perfon, or perfons^ in any booth, or tent, 
in any fair, or market, the owner, his wife, chil- 
dren, or fervant, then being within the fame booth, 
or tent, fhall not be admitted the benefit of bis, 
•r their clergy, but excluded thereof, and fufi'er 

Z death. 
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death, without confider^tionji whether the faid per- 
fons within, (hall be fleeping, or waking. See <;hap. 
47. (bX 49- (l^)> 5'- (a), n. (n). 

Fare-Jiallingy regratorsy ingrocers. 

(d) Stat. 5. 6, Edw. $• 14. The law being fo good 
, againft thefe oflfenders, tjiat I (hall give Poultons ex- 
pofition thereof, viz* They deferve to be re<:koned 
amongft the number of oppreflbrs of the common 
good, and pUblick weal of the nation, for they do 
endeavour to enrich themfelves, by the impoverifliing 
pi others, and refpeS not how many lofes, fo they 
may gain. 

They have been exclaimed of, and condejnined in 
parliament, from one generation to another, as ap- 
pears by many ftatutes, at leaft fourteen ftatutes, 
c4>ecially fore-ftaJUers, as appears by 34 Ed* i. when 
it was ordained, that no foreftaller, fhould be fiif- 
fered to dwell in any town, for he is a manifed op* 
prefTor of the poor, and deceiver of the rich, a pub- 
Kck enemy of the country, a canker, a nK)th, and 
a gnawing worm, that daily wafteth the conimon- 
wcalth* And the name, and ad of a foreftaller was 
ib odious, that it was moved in parliauient, to enaO?* 
that a foreftaller fliould be bated out of the town, 
wher£ he. dwelt, by dogs, and whipped forth with 
whips, (N^wcaftle would have* been empty) and by 
this ftatiite, it declareth who are offenders, and what 
punifliment to be inflided. 

That whatfoever perfon, or perfons, fhall buy, or 
caufe to be bought, any merchandize, viftual, or 
other thing, coming by land, or water, towards any 
feir, or market, to be fold in the fame, or coming 
towards any city, port, or haven, creek, or road of 
this nation, from any part, beyond the feas to be 
fold. 

Or make any bargain, contrad, or promife for 
the having, or buying of the fame, or any part of 

the 
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the fame, fo doming as aforefaid, before the fame 
merchandize, viAual, or other things fhall be in the 
market, fair, city, port, haveti, creek, or road, ready 
to be fold ; or (hall make any motion by word, letter, 
meflage, or otherwife, to any perfon, or perfons, for 
the inhahfing of the price, or dear felling of any of 
the other things abovementioned ; or elfe diffwade, 
move, or ftir any perfon coming to the market, or 
fair, to forbear to bring any of the things above- 
mentioned, to any fair, or market, city, port, &c. 
to be fold as aforefaid, Ihall be iadjudged a foreftaller^ 
13. Eliz. excepts oyls, fugars, fpices, currans, or 
other foreign viduals, brought from beyond the fea, 
fifli, and fait only, excepted, 

A regrator, defined. What perfon, or perfons (hall 
by any means regrate, obtain, or get, into his, or 
their hands, or poffeflions^ in any fair, or market 
within this nation, to be fold, any dead vidual 
whatfoever brought thither for that purpofe, and do 
fell the fame again, in any fair, or market holden, or 
kept in the fame places, or within any market, or 
fair, within four miles thereof, (hall be reputed, and 
tak^n for a regrator, or regrators. 

An ^ngroffer, is he, or they which fliall engroffe, 
0T get) into his, or their hands, by buying, con^ 
tra&ng bv promife, taking other then by demife, 
grant, or leafeofland, or tythe, any corn, growing 
in the fields, or any other corn, or ^grain, butter, 
cheefe, fifh, or other dead viftuals whatfoever^ within 
the nation, to the intent to fell the fame again, fliall ' 
be reputed, and taken, an unlawful engroffer, or en- ' 
groffers. 

If any perfon, of perfons fliall offend, in any of 
the things before recited, and being thereof duly 
^onYiGttdj or attainted thereof, by the laws of this 
nation, for the firft offence, fliall fuffer two months 
imprifonment, without bayl> or mainprise, and for* 
feit the value of the goods, for the fecond offence, 
fiac moclthi imprifonmcnt, without bayl, or main* 

Z z prize, 



iy2 OATEShEADS LIBERTIES GIVEN TO NEWCASTL:^^ 

prize, and lofe double the valqe of the goods, and 
-upon conviftion of the third oiFence, , (hall be fet in 
the pillory, where he dwells, in the fame town, and 
lofe all the goods, he, or they have, which was to 
tTieir own ufe, and be committed to prifon, during 
the kings pleafure. It is but Mutalisy pmtandis. 

Everv juflices of every county, is to enquire, and 
determine of the oflFences, in their quarter-feflions, 
upon inquffition, prefentment, bill, or information, 
exhibited, and proved by two witneffes, the one 
half of the fine to the king, the other to the party 
difcoverer. 

What juftice can be expefted, or had in Newcaftle, 
the mayors, juftices, and burgeffes, being the of^ 
fenders, judges, (p) jurors in their own caufes, and 
muft be tryedin the fame cdunty, (t) themfelves to 
haye the fines, as by charter appears. * See flat. 21. 
k. James, 4. (t). See lOt chap. (l). (p), chap. 10. 
(r). (*) See flat. 5. Eliz. 12. 

The town of-Xjotes-head, and all Hberiieit given U 
Newcq/iUf isfc. 

(e) Stat. 7. Edw. 6. 10. There bqing no bifliop of 
Durham, elefted, nor any member of parliament, 
for that county, which the mayor, and burgeffes of 
Newcaftle, perceiving, petitioned the king, that the 
town of Gatefliead, in the county of Purham, ad- 
joyning to their corporation, only the river of Tyne 
between, being populous, and withoyt government, 
and often committing many outrages, in their town, 
and then got over the .water, into the town o^ 
Gates-Jiead unpuniihed, and that often they caft 
rubbifli into the river, and alfo, that the bridge went 
to decay very much, which belonged to that town, 
humbly befecching, that his majefty, would be gra- 
pioufly pleafed, to incorporate thatto\yn, with them, 
under their government, with all its members, and 
falt-meadows, and park, and that it may be quite 

taken 
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taken from the county of Durham, and all the 
people therein, to become fubordinate to their laws. 
Be it enafted, that the whole town of Gates-head, 
with the falt-meadaws, the whole water, and bridge, 
with all the liberties thereunto belonging, except 
the common, which (hall ftill remain to the inha- 
bitants, be incorporated with Newcaftle, and diC 
joyned from the county of Durham, as Newcaftle 
xva^ from Northumberland, by charter. 



KING RICHARD, THE SECOND, 

Borne at Bourdeaux, fomie ta Edward^ prince of 
Wales y begann his raigne^ the 2i, af jfune, anno, 
Dom. I377* He raigned 23 yearf^ ivas depofed^ and 
died^ the 14. of Feb ^ *399* Ftx/l^ buried at Langley^ 
fn Hartfordjhfre^ and afterwards., at Wefitniti/ier. 

A fr^e trade in all En^and. ^ 

(a)QTAT, II. Rich. 2. 7. and the 14. Rich. 2, 
1^3 9- ^ 1^ ena£|ted, that all merchants, aliens, 
and denifons, and 'all other, and every of them, of 
what eftate, or condition they be, which will buy, 
or fell corn, wine averdepoize, flefli, fifh, and all 
other viftual, or other merchandizes, and all other 
things vendible, from whencefoever they come, in 
whatfoever place they pleafe, be it city, borough, 
town, port, of the fea, fair, market, or other place 
within this realm, within franchizes, or without, 
may freely, or without difturbance, fell the fame to 
whom they pleafe, as well to foreigners, as to de^ 
nizons, except to the enemies of the king^ and of 
bis realm. 

An4 
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And if any difturbance be done, to any fwch m^r^ 
chant, &<:. upon his fail of the fame, in any of the 
plac^ aforefaid, the mayor, and bayliffs of fuch 
franthiz)^8, fhall make remedy, but if they do not^ 
and being thereof convifted, the franchises fliall be 
taken, into the kings hand» and the party grieving^ 
fhall make to the merchant grieved> double dama-> 
ges- 

And if fuch difturbance \>t out of the franchized 
towns, then the fteward, or bayliffe of fuch lord, 
who is lord of the mannor, fhali give right, or pay 
double damages ; the party offending fhall be im- 
prifoned, for one whole year, and that none fuch 
Ihall be difturbed, ibut fhall freely buy, and fell, for 
his own ufe, or to the kings, &c. except that the mer- 
chant, aliens, fhall carry no wines out of the realm^ 
kt it is contained, in their charters. 

And that the faid things be holden, kept, and 
performed, in every city, borough, town, port of 
the fca, or any other place, notwithflanding any 
charter of franchiae^ to them granted^ to the con<» 
trary, nor ufage, cuftome, nor judgement, given 
upon their charters, ufages, nor cuftomes, which 
. they may alleage,- which charters, ufages, and cuf-* 

tomes, the faid king, the grand-fathers, the prelates, 
earls, barons, and great men, and commons in par- 
liament aforefaid, holds thefe faid charters, &c. of 
no force, and as being things, granted, ufed, and 
- accuflomed to the damage of the king, the prelates^ 
earls, barons, and great men of his realm, and great 
oppreffion of the commons^ faving to the king^ and 
to other, the cuftomes due of the faid mercfaanf 

And the chancellor, tteafurer, and juflices^ affigned 

to hold the j^leas of the king, in places where they 

/ come, fhall enquire of fuch difturbances, and grie* 

vances, and do puniflxmenr, according a» is bdbre 

ordained. 

And 
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And by a ftatute, made the ^5. JEdw. 3. 2. it i^ras ' 
ordained, and eflablifhed, that the faid ftatutes, 
4nade in the ninth year, chapter 1. in all points, 
and articles, contaiaed in the fame, fhould he hoid# 
tn, kept, and maintained, &c, ^ 

And if any charter, letters pattents, proclama.- 
lions, or commandemems, ufage, allowance, or 
judgement were made to the contrary, the fama 
ihould be utterly repealed, avoyded^ and faolden 
fpr none. 

And that it is free for any whatever, that brings 
^y provifions whatever, to fell the fame, or other 
merchandizes^ by grolfe, or r^tai}, either in the city of 
London, or any other port, city, borough, or town- 
corporate ia England, without challenge, or im- 
peachment, and to fell them freely, to any that will - 
buy the fame, notwithftandin^ any grant whatever, 
to the contrary, notwithftandin^ any franchizp, cuf- 
tome ufed, fmce fuch franchizes, and cuftomes^ 
ufages, be in common prejudice to the king, and 
all people, &c. 

And that no mayor, bayliff, catch-pole, minifter, 
nor other, ihall meddle in the fail of any nianner of 
viduals vendible, brought to the places aforefaid- 

And all men that will fue, may nave a writ out of 
the chancery, to attach him by his body, that oflfexKia 
herein, as a difturber of the common profit, &c. 

The king feeing cleerly if the faid ftatutes, were 
duly put in execution, would much extend to the 
profits, and wealth of the whole nation* do ordain, 
and eftablifli, by affent of the prelates, dukes, earls, 
barons, great men, nobles, and commons, in this 
prefent parliament, affembled, that the faid ftatujes, 
fliall be firmly holden, kept, maintained, and fully 
executed, in all points, and articles of the fame, 
notwithftanding any ordinance, ftatute, charter, let- 
ters patterns, franchizes, proclamations, commander 
ments, ufage, allowance, or judgement be made, 

or 
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or ufed to the contrary, it fhall be utterly repea!e(i^ 
avoyded, and holden for none. 

This ftatute was obtained, by a petition (wortb^ 
reading) from all the pobles, and commons of Eng- 
land, as you may read, in the ninth of Edward the 
third, chapter the firft, it laying opeft the great 
grievance of the whole nation, in parliament, of 
provifions, and other merchandizes, being engroffed 
into private bands, and reftraining all others from 
trading, but^ themfelve^, &c. See chap. 29- (c), 
30/(0), 32. (d), 35. (a), 38. (a), 51. (b.c)- 

This ftatute revived, would make England aS 
happy as Venice, for riches, &c* 

MerchanUjlrangeirs jhatl be well ufed. , 

(b). Stat. i4< Rich. 2. 9. Be it enafted, that 
inerchant-ftrafigers, repairing into the i-ealm of Eng- 
land, fhall be well, and tourteoufly, and rightfully 
intreated, and governed in the faid realm, to the in- 
tent, that they fhall have the courage to repair int6 
the fame. See chap. 30. (b), 41. (A). 

The duke of Venice; by tollerating a free trade, 
ail the nobility, and gentry trades in merchaiidizings, 
which doth fo improve his re^enew, that it main- 
tains his wars, without other impofitions, he being 
able to wage war with the moft potentefl prince that 
is, &c. 

ISSo cvftomers to he traders^ nor to have paris ofjhips. 

(c) Stat. 14. Rich. 2. 10. The king ordains, 
that no cUftomersv nor controlers have any fhips of 
their own, nor meddle with the fraught of fhips, 
and to efchew as well the darnage of the king, of 
his cufloms, as the lolTe of the merchants, repairing 
to the pott, as well aliens, as denizons ; and that 
no cuflomer,^ controler, fearcher, waiter, or finder, 
have any fuch office for terme of life, but onely,, 

as 
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as lotlg as ihair pleafe the king, notwithftandihg any 
patten t, dr grant to any^ to the contrary, but fuch 
patterns, or grants, be repealed,, and of no forcc^ 
nor value; Stat; \j. Rich. 2. See chap. (35). 

Siaiuie of tnorimaini 

(d) Stat; 15. Rich; 2. 5. Be it ehadled, Ivhat 
mayors, baylifts, and commons of cities, boroughs, 
and other towns, which have perpetual commonalty^ 
and others, which have officers, that from hence- 
forth^ they Ihall not purchafe to them, and their 
commons, any lands, &c. nor nd religious, or 
other perfon, whatever he be,* do buy, or fell, or 
under colour of gift, or terme, or any other man* 
ner of title, any lands, tenements, upon pain of 
forfeiture of the fame, whereby the faid lands, and 
tenements, might have come to mortmain. 

RiotSf routSy tsfc. 

(e) Th^ 4; year, king Rich. 2. Riots j routs^ 
and unlawfull afTemblies, have been fo many times 
pernicious, and fatal enemies, to the peace, and 
tranquility of the nation, that it did fhake the foun- 
dation, and form of ftate-government, as that of a 
colle£lor of a fubfidy, at Dartford, in Kent, in his 
days, in requiring but a groat of a taylor, and his 
wife, grew to fuch a head of difcontentment, and 
not being timely^ queld, became fuch a rebellion, 
that it put the king in great hazard of his life, the 
burning of the city df London, the nobles, and 
gentry, with the learned of the law, beheaded, and 
others, in hazard of their lives, and families over- 
thrown, and the records of law burnt. Wat. Tyler 
was captain^ See Hen. 6. (b). See chap. 37. (a). 
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qUEEN MARY. 

Mariay nata Grenouki, ii. Febru. 1505, inftpit^ 
regnare^ 6. Juliy 1553. Regnavity 5 anriosy et 4 
menjis^ obyt^ antwi nata^ 45, et 9 menjis. 

The tovM of Gates-head taken from Newcaflle^ 

* 

(a)OTAT. I. Mary, chap. 3. So foon as bifhop 
1^ TunftaH was created bifliop of Durham, laid 
open to the ^qoeen^ and parliament, the illegallity of 
Gates-heads being taken from the county of Durham, 
and incorporated with Newcaftle, and how furrepti- 
tioufly they got it paft, by a£l of parliament, and 
humbly befeeched, that the town» and liberties of 
Gates-head, might be reftored to the county of Dur^ 
ham again, which could not well be done, without 
that ftatute of the. 7. Edw. 6, 10. were repealed. 
After a great debate in parliament, it was found onely 
a covetous difpofition, in the corporation of New- 
caftle, to require that from king Edward the fixth, 
and in no wayes for the good of any, in any parti- 
cular fenfe, who enabled, that the ftatute of the 
feventh of Edward the fixth, chapter the tenths 
fliould be repealed, and of no force, to all intents, 
and purpofes, and the town of Gates-head fliould he 
free, from the corporation of Newcaftle, &c. Sec 
chap. 7. and chap. 8. 

Sweet Queen. 
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QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

Th mojl excellent princes Elizabeth^ queene of Eng" 
lande^ France^ and Ireland^ defender of the faith y 

' i^c. She raigned 44 yeares^ died, the 24. ofMarch^ 
1602, ctpd 69, 6 monthesy and lieth buried, at 
Wejiminjler. 

How long apprentices fhould ferve. 

(a) QTAT, 5. Eliz. 4, Be U enaacd, that all ap- 
l3 prentices, in every corporate towa, through 
England, flaall ferve, after the cuftome, and order 
of London, the full term of feven years, at leaft, fo 
as the terme, and years of fuch .apprentices, do not 
expire, or determine, before fuch apprentices be of 
the age of four and twenty years, at leaft ; and if an 
apprentice be mif-ufed, by the non-conformity of 
the raafter, then, the next officer, upon coipplaintt 
(hall bind the mafter to anfwer the feflions, and the 
caufe appearing, the bench may difcharge the ap-p 
prentice from his mafter* See chap. $^. (c). 

The punijhment of perjury, ^c. 

(b) Stat. 5. Eliz. g. Be it ena^ed, that if any per- 
fon, or perfons, at any time, Ihall unlawfully, and 
corruptly, procure any witneffe, or witneflfes, by let- 
ters, rewards, or any other promifes, to commit any 
wilful, and corrupt perjury, in any matter, or caufe 
whatfoever, now depending, or which hereafter ihall 
depend, in . fuit, or yariance, by any writ, a^ion, 
bill, complaint, or information, upon any matter, 
or caufe whatever, and being thereof convifted, fliall 
forfeit forty pound; and if he have not fo much, 
then to be im^rifoned for half a yeer, without bail, 
or maiuprize, and to ftand in the pillory, one hour, 
in a mUrket day, in the open market, and never to 

Aa 3 be 
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be received as a witneffe, in any courts of record ; 
and if judgement be given, upon his teftimony, it 
Ihall be void, and the parfy grieved have his dama- 
ges. 

And if any perfon Ihali wilfully perjure himfelf, 
by committing wilful perjury, by his depofition in 
any courts, or being examined. Ad perpetuam rei 
piemorianiy for which oflFence, he (hall forfeit twenty 
pound, and imprifonmgiit for fix months, without 
bail, or mainprize, and never to be as a witneflfe Jn 
any court, and that the oath fhall be void, a^jnd party 
grieved to recover his damages ; and if he be noj 
able to pay his fine, then to be fet in the pillory, 
having; both his ears nay led thereunto, and never to 
be credited again in any court ; the one half of the 
fine to the queen, and the other to the party grieved, 
that will fue for the fame, by bill of indiQ:ment, 
&c. wherein there fhall be no wager of law, &c. 

And all witnefles are ri^quired, upon fummons, to 
appear, to give evidence, reafonable charges allowed} 
and upon default, to forfeit ten pound, and all the 
damages fuflained, to be recovered in any court of 
record, by aftion, bill, &c. No wager of law, &c. 
See flat. 2i. k. James, 28. made perpetual. Se^ 
chap. 31. (a), 34. (a.b), 42. (a). 

Fore-Jiallers of corny is^c. 

(c) Stat. 5. Eliz.r 12. Be it enafted, that no per^ 
fon, or perfons, fhall buy any corn, out of open 
fair, or market, to fell again, unleffe fuch perfons 
ihall have fpecial, and exprefs words in a licence, 
that he, or they, may fo do, upon pain of the for- 
feiture of five pounds, for fp doing, which forfeiture 
to come to the queen, the one half, and the other 
half to the party that will fue for the fame, by bill, 
jfec. See flat. 5. 6. Ed. 6. 14. See chap. 50. (a), 
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Arrejlings in other mem names, and delaysy l^c. 

(d) Stat. 8. Eliz. 2. Be it enafted, by this prefent 
parliament, that if any perfon, or perfons, (hall by 
any means caufe, or procure, any other perfon to be 
arretted, or attached, at thefuit, or in the name of 
any perfon, where indeed no fuch perfon is known, 
or without the aflent, confent, or agreement of fuch 
perfons, at whofe fuit, or in whofe name, fuch arreft, 
or^attaehment is, or (hall be fo had, and procured, 
that then, every fuch perfon, and perfons, that fhall 
fo caufe, or procure any fuch arreft, or attachment 
of any other perfon, to be had, or made for vexa^ 
tion, or trouble, and fliall thereof be convifted, or 
lawfully acGufed, by indiftment, ^refentment, or 
by the teftimony of two fufficient witneffes, or more, 
or other due proof, fhall, for every fuch offence, by 
him, or them committed, done, or procured, have, 
and fuffer imprifonment of his, or their body, fix 
months, without bail, or mainprize, and before a 
deliverance out of prifon, fhall pay unto the party, 
fo arretted, or attached, treble the cotts, and char- 
ges, damages, and expences, that he, or they fhall 
be put unto, by reafon, or occafion of fuch arreft, 
or attachment fo had, and fhall alfo forfeit, and pay 
«n'to fuch perfon, or perfons, in whofe name, or at 
whofe fuit, he, or they, fhall fo procure fuch arreft, 
or attachment to be had, or made, if then there be 
any. fuch perfon known, the fumme bf ten pounds, 
for every fuch offence ; and that all fuch perfons, 
damnified thereby, fhall have their remedy in any 
court of record, by bill, plaint, or adkion of debt, for 
all damages, &c. wherein therie fhall not be any 
effoyn, proteftion, or wager of law, allowed the de- 
fendant. See flat. 13. Ed. 1. 36. 
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The penalty of cutting ifpurfes. 

(E)Stat. 8. Eliz. 4. Whereas there are a certain 
people, of a fraternity, or brother-hood, that puts in 
praftiee that art, or myftery, of cutting of piirfes, 
and that do combine fecretly, to fpoyl the true fub- 
jeds of this realm, be it therefore enafted, that 
whofocver be found guilty of taking away monies, 
&c» in fuch fort, from any perfon, or perfons, (hall 
Hot have the benefit of clergy. See chap. 12. (5), 

Sheriffs fees for executing executions ^ £sff. 

(f) Stat. 29. Eliz. 4. Be it enafted by, this prefent 
parliament, that it fball not be lawful for any fheriflF, 
or bayliff of franchises, or liberties, or any of the 
ofBcers, or deputies, nor any of them,. by colour, 
or reafon of their, or either of their office, or offices, 
to have, receive, or take of any perfon whatever, di- 
rcftly, or indirectly, for the ferving, and exe<;uting 
of any, extent, or execution, upon the body, lands, 
goods, or chattels of any perfon, or perfons whatfoe^ 
ver, more, or other confideration, or recompence, than 
as in this prefent aft fliall be limited, and appoint- 
ed, which fliall be lawful to be had, received, and 
taken, that is to fay, twelve pence, of, and for 
every twenty (hillings, where the fumme exceedeth 
not one hundred pounds, and fix pence, of, and 
for every twenty (hillings, being over and above 
the laid fumme of one huti^dred pounds, that he, or 
they (hall levie, or extend, and deliver in execution, 
or take the bodie im execution foi*, by vertue, and 
force of fuch extent, or execution whatfoever, upon 
pain, and penalty, that all, and every (heriff, &c. 
that do the. contrary, (hall lofe, and forfeit to the 
party grieved, his treble damages, and (hall forfeit 
forty pound, for every time fo offending, the half there- 
of to the queen, and the other to the party fuing, by 
bill, plaint, adion, or information, wherein no euoyn, 

wager , 
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wager of law, or proteftion, fhall be allowed. This 
fiatute not to extend to any city, or town corporate. 

The poor to befet on work. 

(g) Stat. 43. EHz. 2. Be it enaQed, by this prefent 
parliament, and the authority thereof, that all poor 
befet on. work, by the church-wardens, or over- 
feers, and fuch as will not work, being able, fhall 
be fent to the houfe of corredion. See chap. 38. 
(a.c). 

Sheriffes punijhable for falfe arrejisy £ffr. 

(h) Stat. 43. Eliz. 6. For the avoyding inany 
fuits commenced, according to the due courie of tire 
laws of this realm, to the intolerable vexation, and 
charge of her highneffe fubjea:s, be it enabled, by 
authority of this parliament, if any fh^iff, or other 
perfon, having authority, or taking up^n him to 
break writs, or make any warrant, for the fummon- 
ing of^any perfon, upon any writ, procefle, fuit, or 
for arreft, or attaching of any perfon, or perfons, 
by his, or their body, or goods, to appear in any 
of her majefties courts, at Weftminfter, or elfe- 
where, not having before, that originall writ, or 
proceffes, warranting the fame, that then, upon com- 
plaint made to the jiiftices of affize, of the county, 
where the fame offence fhall be committed, or to the 
judges of the court, out of which the procefs iffued, 
not only the party that made fuch warrant, but all 
thofe that were the procurers thereof, fhall be fent 
for, before the faid judges, or juftices, by attach- 
ment, or otherwife, as the fame judges, or juftices, 
fhall think good, and allow of, and be examined 
thereof, upon their oaths ; and if the fan>e offence 
be confefTed, by the fame offenders, or proved, hy 
fufficient witneffes, to the fatisfaftion of the fame 
judges, or juftices, that then the fame judges, or 

juftices. 
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juftices, tha? IhaH fo examine the fame, fhall forth-*^ 
^ with, by force of this ad, commit every of the 
fame to the gaole, and there fhall remain, with^ 
out bayf, or mainprize, untill fuch time as they, 
amongft them, have fully fatisfied> and paid unto 
the party grieved, by ifuch warrant, not onely 
the fumme of ten pounds, but alfo all cofts, aiad 
damages, as the fame judges, or juftices fhall fet 
down, that the fame party hath fuftained thereby, 
and withall, twenty pound a peece, for their offence 
to her majefty. 21. king James, chap. 16. 3. king 
Charles, chap. 4. Dyer, foi. 244. 



KING JAMES. 

(a)TTPON ihefeventh day of May, in the firft 
%^ year of k* James, a proclamation was pro- 
claimed, throughout London, for to ceafe jill ex- 
actions, all moEopoHes, and all proteftions what-* 
ever, that was agaiuft the common good, and that 
hindered mens fuits at law, dfo forbidding op- 
preffioru 

..^ Btabbing or thrtijiing^ 

(B)Stat. I. king James, 8> It is enaSed, that if 
any perfon, or perfons, (hall ftab, or thruft any per- 
fon, or perfons, that hath not then any weapon 
drawn, or that hath not then firft ftricken the party, 
which fhall fo ftab, or thruft, fo as the perfon, or 
perfons, fo ftabbed, or thruft, fhall thereof dye, with- 
in the fpace of fix months, then next following, al- 
though it cannot be proved that the fame was done 
of malice* fore-thought, yet the party, fo offending, 
and being thereof convid, by the verdiQ: of twelve 
men, confeffion, or otherwife, according to the laws 

of 
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bf this realm, (hall be excluded from the benefit of 
his, or their clergy, and fhall fuflfer death, as in 
cafe of wilfull murder. Stat. Homicide (24). 

Attornies abufes remedied^ ^C. 

(c) Sfat. 3. king James, chap. 7. Be it enafted, 
fo» xedreffe of fundry abufes, committed by attor- 
nies, ajxd folicitors, by charging their clients with 
exceffive fees, and other unneceflary demands^ to 
the great prejudice of the fergeant, and councellor 
at law, who is greatly flandered, and to work the pri-^ 
vate gain of fuch attornies, and folicitors, the client 
is often extraordinarily delayed, be it enafted, that 
for the future, that no attorney, folicitor, or fervant 
to any, (hall be allowed from his clyent, or mafter, 
of, or for any fee, given to any fergeant, or councel- 
ler at law, or of, or for any fumme, or fummes of 
mony given for copies, to any clerk, or clerks, or 
officers, in any court of record, at Weftminfter, un* 
leffe he have -a ticket fubfcribed, with the hand, and 
name of the fame ferjeant, councellor, clerk, or 
clerks, or officers aforefaid, teftifying how much 
he hath received for his fee, or paid, or given for 
copies, and at what time, and how often ; and that 
all attornies, and folicitors, fhall give a true bill 
unto their maftersj orclyents, or their affigns, of all 
other charges concerning their fuits, which they 
have for them, fubfcribed with their own hand, and 
name, before fuch time, as they, or any of them fliall 
charge their clyents, with any of the fame fees, or 
charges ; and that if any attorney, or folicitor do, 
or (hall willingly delay his clyents fuits, to work his 
own gain, or demand, by his bill, any other fumme 
pf mony, or allowance, upon his account, of any 
monies which he hath not laid out, or difburfed, 
that in every fuch cafe the party grieved fliall have 
his adion, againft fuch attorney, or folicitor, and 
fliall recover therein cofts, and treble damage, and 

B b* the 
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the faid attorney, or folicitor, fliall be difc^arged 
from thenceforth, from being an attorney, or fpli- 
citor any nfiore. Sec chap. 58. (a)* 

All monopolies, and difpenfaiions, with penal lawsy 
Jhall be^oid^ 

(d) Stat. 21. k. James, ehap. 3* For as much 
as your moft excellent majeftie, in your royal judge- 
ment, and of your blefied difpoiition, to the veal, 
and quiet of your fubjefts, did, in the year of our 
Lord God, 1619, publiflb in print, to the whole 
realm, and to all pofterity, that all grants, and 
monopolies, and of the benefit of any penal laws, or 
of power to difpenfe with the law, or to compound 
for the forfeiture, are contrary to yqur majefties^ 
laws, with your majefties declaration^ which is truly 
confonant, and agreeable^ to the ancient, and funda-f 
mental laws of this your realm; and whereas your 
majefty was further gratioufly pleafed, exprefly to 
command, that no luitor (hould prefume to move 
your majeftie, for matters of that nature, yet neverr 
thelefle upon mis-informatiori, and untrue pretences 
of publick good, many fuch grants have been un^ 
duly obtained, and unlawfully put in execution, to 
the great grievance, and inconvenieiice of your 
majefties fubjeds, contrary to the laws, of this your 
realm, and contrary to your majefties royal, and 
bleffed intention, fo publiftied as aforefaid ; for 
avoiding whereof ai^d preventing the like, for the 
time to come, may it pleale your moft excellent ma* 
jeftie, at the humbiefuit of the lords fpiritual, and 
temporal, and the commons, in this prefent parlia- 
ment affcmbled, that it may be declared, and en- 
afted, and be it declared, and enaftcd, by authority 
of this prefent parliament, that all monopolies, and 
all commiflioDs, grants, licences, charters, and let- 
ters patterns heretofore made, or granted to any 
perfon, or perfons, bodies politick, or corporate, 

whatfoever^ 
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^prhatfoever, of, or for the fple buying, felling, mak- 
ing, working, or ufing of <my thing, within this 
realm, or of any other monopolies, or of power, li*- 
berty^ or faculty, to difpence with any other, to 
give licence, or toleration to do, ufe, or exercife 
any thing againft the tenure, or purport of any law, 
or ftatute, or to give, Qt make any warrant, for any 
Cuch difpenfation, licence, or toleration to be had, or 
made, §^c. and all proclamations^ inhibitions, re-, 
flraints, warrants of affiftance, and all other rtiatters, 
or things whatfoever, any way tending to the infti- 
luting, er^flking, ftrengthning, furthering, or coun* 
tenancing of the fame, or any of them, ai*e con- 
trary to the laws of this realnl, and fo are, and Ihali 
be utterly void, and of none effeftj and iti no 
wayes to be put in ufe, or execution, &c. 

Be it further enaded, &€. that all perfon, and 
perfons, bodies politick, and corporate whatfoever, 
i¥bich now ate, or hereafter fhall be, ihall ftand, and 
be dif-ablcd, and uncapable to have, ufe, exercife, or 
put in cure, any monopoly, or any fiich commiiTion, 
grant, licence, charter, letters patten ts, proclama- 
tions, itthibitioh, reftraint, warrant of affiftance, or 
other matter, or thing, tending as aforcfaid, or any 
liberty, power, or faculty grounded, or pretended to 
be grounded^ upon them, or any of theitu 

The party grieved, by pretext of any monopoly, 
. &c. Ihall recover his, or their treble damages, and 
double cofts, &C4 and he that delayeth an a£lion, 
grounded upon ftatute, incurs a premunire, which is 
expreft in the 16. Rich. 2. 5. Ihall be put out of the 
kings protection, and their lands, and tenements, 
goods, and chatties, forfeit to our lord the king, and 
their bodies to be attached, to anfwer the king, &c. 
(Charters, granted to corporations, faved). (Letters 
pattetits, to ufe new manufaftures, faved). (Grants, 
confirmed by aSs of parliament, faved). (Warrants, 
granted to jufticcs, faved). (Letters patterns, that con- 
<^m priatingi fcill^peter, gun-powder, great ord- 

Bb 2 nance, 
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nance (hot, or offices, faved). Nor ffisJl this ftatute 
extend, to void commiflions, for allum mines, nor 
to the licenfes of keeping taverns, making glaffe^ 
tranfportation of calves fkins, nor for making fmalt, 
nor for* melting iron evre, with fea-coal, &c. proviT 
ded alio, and be it enaded, that this ad, or any de- 
claratit)n, provifo, penalty, forfeiture, or other thing 
before mentioned, fhall not extend, or be prejudicial 
to any ufe, cuftome, prefcription, frajichize, free- 
dome, jurifdidion, immunity, liberty, or priviledge, 
heretofore claimed, ufed, or enjoyed, by the gover^ 
nours, and ftewards, and brethren of the fellowfhip 
of the hoaft-men, of the town of Newcaftle upon 
Tyne, or by the ancient fellowihip, guild,. or fra- 
ternity, commonly called hoaft-men,. for, or con- 
cerning the felling, carrying, lading, difpofmg, fliip- 
ping, venting, or trading of, or for any fea-coals, 
ftone-coals, or pit-coals, forth, or out of the haven, 
and river of Tyne, or to a grant, made by the faid 
governor, and ftewards, and brethren of .the fellow- 
fhip of the faid hoaftmen, to the late queen Eliza- 
*Thi3 18 the beth,* of any duty, or fummes of money, to be paid 
^'^^"u^i^^^l for, or in refped of any fuch coals, as aforefaid. 

per chaldron, ,1 t 1 r % n t r 1 

that they make Here the reader may iee, that all thele excepted, ex- 
the nation pay, cept to the juftices, are allowed to be monopolies, 
&C' and this laft, the greateft that ever was. See chap. 

II. chap. 8. (a), chap. 21, (a), parliament 1640. 

Informations upon penaLJiatuies Jhall be profecuted^ in 
the counties^ where the offences are committed. 

(e) Stat. 31. k. James, chap. 3. Be it enaded, 
that all informations, upon penal ftatutes, ftiall be 
profecuted, in the counties,- where the offences were 
committed, &c. upon default of proving that the 
offence was committed, in the fame county, the de- 
fendant fliall be found not guilty, &c. the informer 
ihall make oath, that the offence was committed, in 
the fame county, where the fuit is commenced, &c. 

The 
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TThc defendant, in an information, upon a penal 
^atute. may plead the general iflue, that they are 
Tiot guilty, &c. Certain offences there be excepted, 
but may be tried elfewhere, &c. » 

This ftatute was made in favour, and eafe of the 
people from coming to London, but k is the worft 
ilatute that ever was made, and much in favour of 
<he offender, for the offender^ in corporations, and 
fheriffs, ar« judge's, and jurors, in their own cafes, , 
ancf the informer caft into prifon, when the judges 
are coming to aflizes, &c. fo the judges" cannot 
come to the knowledge of fuch offences, and the 
offenders not punifhed. 

If that claufe of the ftatute were repealed, which 
tyes all informations to be tryed only, and to be pro- 
fecuted in the fame county, and this put in, that 
any may as well profecute at Weflminfler, as elfe- 
where, would bring into the publickrevenew, above 
a hundred thoufand pound per annum. 

Limitations of certain actions y for avoiding fuits in law. 

(f) Stat. 21. k. James, cJiap. 16. Be it enacted, 
that all aQ:ions upon the cafe (other then for flan- 
der) adions for account, actions for trefpafs, debt, 
detriment, and replevi for goods, or chattel, and the 
faid aftion of trefpafs, quare claufum fregit^ within 
fix- years next, after the caufe of fuch adion, and 
not after. 

Adion of trefpafs, of afFault, battery, wounding, 
imprifonment, or any of them, within four years 
nexti after the caufe of fuch aftion, or fuit, and not 
after. 

And aftions upon the cafe, for words, within two 
years next, after the words fpokeh, and not after. 

That no perfon do enter into any lands, but 
within twenty years next, after his right, or title, 
which fhall hereafter firfl defcend, or accrue to the 
faitie, and in defi^ult thereof, fuch perfons, fo not 

entring 
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entring, and their heirs, fliall be utterly excluded, 
and dif*abled| from fuch entry, after to be made, &c. 
Provided, that if any perfon, or perfons, be at the 
^ time of fuch caufe of adlion, given, or accrued, faU 

len, or come within the age of one and twenty yeers, 
feme covert^ non compos mentis^ imprifoned, or be be- 
yond the fea8, that then fuch perfon, or perfonSj^ 
ihallbe at liberty to bring the fame actions, fo as 
they take the fame within fuch time, as are before 
limited, after their coming to, or being of full age, 
difcovert, of found memory, at large, and returned 
fi-om beyond the fea, as other perfons, having no fuch 
impediments, fhould be done. Stat. 2o. Hen. 3. 8. 
3. Ed. I. 38. 32. Hen. 8. 2. i. M. 5. 

The punijhment of drunkards. 

(G)Stat. 21, kp James, 7. &c. For preventing of 
that loathfome fin of drunkenne0e, enaded, that for 
every time any was drunk, fhould, within one week, 
after convi£tion, by the oath of one witneffe, pay 
five {hillings to the church-wardens of the parifb, 
for the ufe of the poor, and for want thereof in 
monies, to be fet in the flocks fix hours ; and for 
the fecond offence, to be bound to the good be- 
haviour. (See chap. ^^4 (b). 

The s^IeJioufe k^per, which doth not fell by a 
full meafure of a quart, fhall, &c. and that fhall 
keep any perfon, tipling, above one hour, fhall for^ 
feit ten fhillings ; and all brewers that fhall deliver 
Wer, to houfes unlicenced, fhall pay fix fhillings 
pigbt pence, fpr every barrel, &c. 
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KING CHARLES. 

The petition of right. 

(a)^TAT. 3- year of k. Charles, upon thefccond 
l^ day of March, 1627. The lords fpiritual, 
and temporal, and (he commons, aflembled in par^ 
liament, read the petition unto the king, the effed 
thereof was, that his majefty would declare, and 
grant, in open parliament, that none might be com-^ 
pelled, to make, or yedd any gift, loan, or benevo*^ 
lence, tax, or fuch like charge, without, common 
conient, by ad of parliament. 

That none be compelled to make anfwer, or take 
fuch oath, or to give attendance, or be Confined, 
molefted, or difquieted, for refufal of that. 

Nor free-men be imprifoned, of detained, it being 
the right, and liberty of the fubjeft, according to 
the laws, and ftatutes of England, and to declare 
your royal will, and pleafure, which the king did, in 
thefe words, (JSoit droit fait comji eft dejire) JUet right 
be done as is defired). See a8. chap. 30. (b), 58^ 
(c), 41. (a), 51. (c), 43. (d). 

The Jlar-chamber^ and high^eommjfton coufts, voted 

dawn. 

(b) Aft 17. king Charles. The parliament diffolv-' 
ed the high-commiflion, and ftar-chamber courts^ 
with the prefident, and councel of the north, to the 
end, to abandon all arbitrary preflures, conceiving 
them to be the greateft of evilsr The proceedings, 
cenfures, and decreafe of thofe courts, have, by ex- 
perience, been found to be an intolerable burden 
to the people, and the means to introduce an arbi- 
trary power, and government, being contrary to the 
laws, and liberties of the land, &c. all which 
courts, and proceedings, ihall ceafe^ after the firfl: of 

Auguft, 
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Auguft, 1641 being, abfolutelydiflblved, and taken 
away, &c. Be it further enafted, and declared, that 
neither hjs majefty, nor councel have, nor ought to 
have any jurifdidion. power, or authority, by Engr 
lifh bill, petition, articles, libel, or any other arbi- 
trary way whatfoever, to examine, or draw into 
queftion, determine, or difpofe of the lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, goods, or chattels, of any o£ 
the fubjefts of this kingdome, but that the fame 
ought to be tried, and determined, in the ordinary 
courts of juftice, and by the ordinary courfe of the 
Jaw, &c. and that from henceforth, no court, 
councel, or place of judicature, fhall be ereftedj or- 
dained, constituted, or appointed, within this realm 
of England, &c. which Ihall have, ufe, or exercife 
the fame, or the like* jurifdiSion, as is, or hath been 
ufed, praftifed in the faid court of ftar-chamber ; 
and be it enafted, that if any, whoever they be, 
Ihall put in prafticci any of the courts above named 
practices, fiiall, for fuch offence, forfeit five hundred 
pound, for the firft offence, to the . party grieved, 
one thoufand, for the fecond offence, and for the 
third offence, (hall be from thenceforth incapable, Tpjb 
fadoj to bear office, and difabled, to make any gift, 
grant, conveyance, &c. of any ofhis lands, &c. nor 
to have any benefit of them, &c. and (liall pay 
to the party grieved, treble damages, to be recover- 
cd, &c. in any court of record, at Weftminfter, by 
aftion of debt, bill, plaint, or information, w^herein 
no effoyn, proteftion, wager of law, ayd, prayer, 
priviledge, injundion, or order of reftraint, fhall be 
in any wife prayed, granted, or allowed, nor any 
more then one imparlence, &c. 

It will do the mafters of fhips no harm, to get 
five hundred pounds, for every oath they are forced 
to fwear againft themfelves, to cut purfes, to be im- 
prifoned, without judgement of the law, arbitrarily 
fined, &c. all being done by the magiftjrates of New- 
caftle, &c. See chap, 29, chap. 26; • 

THE 
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THE PARLIAMENT. 

Monopolies voted down^ t2fc» 

(a) 1640; The parliament were then fo zealous, 

Jpor the naKdhs weal, that feeing what heavy yokes of 

bondage the people fat under, by moilopolies, they 

fell to work on th^m, 2lnd voted down the pattents 

of tyn, foap, leather, fait, &c. a^ being infringers 

of the coiiiiiibn right of the free-born ; and thai 

pre-emption of coals would have been the like, if 

any publick fpirit had appeared, and prefehted that 

grand grievance, which more concerns the life of 

man, then arty of the other, but I hope God will do 

it in due tihie. See ftat. 21. king James 3, Sea 

chap* 44. (e). 

jill trade prohibited to Newcq/ite iipoH fyne^ Isfc, 

(jEl) g. Jan. 1641. Ordained* that all trade to 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, for coals, fait, &c. be pro- 
hibited^ upon pain of forfeiture, and corififcation of 
fiiip, arid goods, by reafdn that town is conceived to 
be the principal inlet, of all foreign aid, and forces, 
for ftrengthening themfelves againft the parliament, 
tending to the deftruftion of the laws, and liberties 
of England. 

An otdimnCe fot a low price cf coals ^ t^t. 

(c) Feb. and June^ 42. and 43. Two ordinances 
were made, for fetting a rate upon coals, at London; 
being fo fcarce, and enhanfed to fuch a great rate, 
that all the poor were in a Very fad condition. 

Propojitions to reduce Newcajlle^ ^c. 
• 

(d) 5. June, 1 643. An ordinance for reducing 
Newcaftle, to the otiedience of the parliament; being 

C c garrifoned 
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garrifoncd, and kept by papifts, and other ill-affefted 
perfonSy whereby the whole land fuflFers, for want o£ 
coals, fo abfolutely neceffary to the maintenance, 
and fupport of life, which falls h^avy upon the 
meaner fort. 

Upon the 20. of June, the lord mayor, and court 
of aldermen, and common councel, of the city of 
London, met at Guild-hall, and undertook the re- 
ducing of that town of Newcaftle, from their malig- 
nancy, upon the propofitions of parliament, whereby 
they were to be repaid, both principle, and ufe of all 
charges, out of the gentlemens eftates of Northum- 
berland, and county of Durham, (it w^ls fumma in- 
juria^ that thefe gentlemen ftiould be deftroyed, for 
the oflFence, and wickedneffe of that corporation, 
who never yet fufFered for the fame, &c.). 

Ordinances of Parliaments 

(e) i2.Mayi 16/^.3. Ordained, that there be a free, 
and open trade, in the ports of Sunderland, in the 
county of Durham, and Blithe, in the county of 
Northumberland, to relieve the poor inhabitants 
thereabouts* by reafon of the rapines, and fpoyls, 
thofe enemies of Newcaftle have brought upon them, 
in thofe' two counties, they all being in great want, 
and extremity. 

(f) 14. Novem. 1644. Ordained, that a free, and 
open trade be had to Newcaftle, for coals, fait, &c. 
that corporation being won by the fword, with the 
icots., &c. Thefe are breviated in the epiftle to the 
reader, &c. 

Notwithftandipg all thefe fad events^ which that 
corporation brought upon the people, in thofe nor- 
thern counties, but the mayor, and burgefles, moft 
of which were the tranfgreffors, not in the leaft forry, 
but ftill doth, with the higheft hand of arrogancy, 
^nd pride, tyrannize over the people, in thofe counties, 
not admitting them to improve their ^ftates, but 

cafts 
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cafts them into prifon, &c. The oppreflfed cries for 
relief, and could never be heard. 

(g) 17. June, 1649. An aft of parliament pafled, 
for fail of kings lands, and queens, &Ct by vertue 
whereof was furveyed in lands, mils, and tenements, 
. to the value of two thoufand pounds per annum, and 
returned to Worcefter houfe, I leave the reft to the 
examiner, &c. The particulars, I have, &c. 

(h) ■ >i 1650. An aft of parliament, conftituting 
a councel, for regulating of trade, throughout Eng- 
land, Sfc. and were to fit at White^hall, where there 
was a legal tryal had againft Newcaftle, and were 
overthrown, as by the report, which was dravm up, 
by the faid cotmcel, to be reported, to the parliament, 
as appears, &c. 

(1) Anno 1653. The parliament impowred a 
committee, for regulating of trade, and corporations, 
through England, &c. - when more charge was 
brought in againft the evill praftice of the faid cor- 
poration, appears, ^c. 

All that is defircd, is a frfee trade in the river of 
Tyne, according to the purport, aiui true nleaning of 
that flat. II. Rich. 2. 7. The taking away what is 
bad, in that corporations charter, the river prderved, 
and men from being imprifbn^, without judgement 
of law^ 
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Now to give/ome reafons againjl this arbitrary ptnver* 

AS Sir Walter Raleigh, being to give a characr 
ter of Henry the eighth, prefaccth his defcripvr 
tion, with this introduftion, If all the pidures^ and 
patterns of a mercilefs prince^ were loft in the worlds 
they might all again be painted to the life^ out of the 
Jiory of that iing. 

So Jiaving given the world an account of the mofl: 
nnchriftian, illegal, oppreffive praftices of the ma- 
giftrates of Newcaftle, upon the people of this na- 
tion, whofe either neighbourhood, or calling, or con- 
dition of life, neceffitate them to an intercourfe with 
them, either by way of trafBque, or any other way, 
though forced into that port, and harbor, by diU 
trefs of weather, tempeft, or any other accident, in- 
cident to thofe that go down to the feas in fhips, and 
occupie their bufmeffes in the waters; refleaing on 
their aftions, I may fafely fay of them, as that noble 
knight did, of that king, Jfall the pidures, and 
patterns of a cruel ^ and mercilefs people^ were utterly 
Iq/l in the worlds they might be all painted to the life^ 
out of this narrative^ fetting out the illegal oppref- 
fions, arbitrary exadions, barbarous murthers prac- 
fifed and committed, by the magiftrates of Newcaftle, 
both on their neighbors, and the free pepple of this 
nation. 

There are two rules, or canons in fcripture, upon 
which all the commandements of the fecond table, 
(and confequently, all the duty of man to his neigh- 
bor) do depend. 

The firft is, ^od tibi fieri non vis alteri ne fecerisy 
What thou wouldji not have another do unto thee^ that 
tffou ougbtefi not ^o unto another. This rule^ well ob^ 

* , ferved, 
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lerved, prevents all injui^y, and wrong ; for while a 
* man frames his own aftions, towards his neighbor, 
according to that pattera, which, in his own breaft, 
.he (hapes to his neighbor, to perform unto himfelf, 
hee will do no injury, becaufe he would receive no in- 
jury ; and this is the ground 6f that command, or 
precept of pur Saviour, Thoujhalt love thy neighbor 
as thyfelf. 

The iecond r.^Ie is, Whaifoever yee would that men 
Jhould do unto you^ even do yee unto them. Mat, 7. 12. 
and this rule Itirs us up to all beneficence, and doing 
good to our neighbor ; for as to prevent injuring 
another man, a man fhould afke himfelf, would I 
that another man (hould do to me, as 1 am about to 
4o unto hipi ? and (o, love to hinifelf, will prevent 
)iatred to another ; fo to confer favors, and to do 
good unto another, a man (hould alke himfelf, 
would I require this boon, this favor, this good turn 
from another, if I flood in need of it, as my neigh- 
bor doth, and I were in his conditipn ? and would 
the granting, or doing this favor, be mofl acceptable 
tp mc, and lay an eternal obligation upon me? 
Hence, loye to a mans felf, will kindle his bowels of 
j^ompaflion to his brother, and will difpofe him wil- 
lingly to do that good unto another, which, if oc- 
qafipn ferved, he . would willingly receive from 
another. 

Thefe men of Newcaftle regulate themfelves, in all 
their aftions here charged upon them, and fully 
proved, by oath of men, of undoubted integrity, 
neither by the one rule, nor by the other ; for they 
do not qnely do thofe injuries, and wrongs, which 
they would not take, but they deny thofe favors^ 
. which they would, if occafion ferved, willingly re- 
,ceive; nay, they do not onely deny to do thofe 
•favors themfelves, whicl), not onely, by the l^tw of 
chriftian charity, but even by the didate of nature, 
;and common humanity they are bound to perform, 
Ijmt they hinder, and deter thofe that would do them, 

" and 
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and violeiltly profecute, fine, and imprifon thofe 
.t?ho have relieved them, and without their prefent 
help, had fhip-wracked in the very 'haven, and 
perifhed, under the expeQation of a delayed af&ftance. 
I (hall not accufe all incorporations, as eftablifhed 
thonopolies, but certainly the corporation of New- 
It would not caftle, as it is managed by thofe men, is, of all mono- 
be amifs for polies, the moft oppreffive, and confequehtly the * 
thehoneftbur moft odious monopolies rendred fo by thofe inju-» 
r( Acs to pro f\^^^^ deftruftive, illegal priyiledges, which, againft 
the dirhoneft ^^^ *^^ of God, and man, they have made, and in- 
tothecnd,thc dulged to themfelves, and accordingly, ate* rigo- 
innocent may foufly pra61:ifed by them. But that their f)ionftrous 
not fuffer for practices may more clearly appear, to all the world, 
thenocent; ^j^^^ j^^^j^ ^^^^ fcattered, and divided, by necefiary 

their oath IS . . rjii-«/i-. j 

rot to uphold interweaving or proofs, and depofitions, Itatutes, ana 
fuch adiogs. laws, and other fupplemcnts, I Ihatl here contrad, 
into a narrow compafs, and prefent thetn, Brevi 
quaft iabelld, unto the view of the world. Their 
tyranny, and oppreffion, may be induced to thefe 
heads. 

Fir ft, Talfe Imprlfonmenis^ without any tryal of law, 
or offence committed ; (pag. 77. 95. 6i, 8^. 90, 92, 
99. 91. 109.64. 87. 113. 95) When the chief 
prieft, 8ind elders of the jews, defired Feftus, on their 
information, barely to pafs fentence upon St. Patil, 
(though a heathen judge) he returns them this an- 
i^et's If is not the manner of the Romans^ to deliver any 
ftutn to dic^ before that he ^ which is accufed, hav^ the 
acciifers fade to face^ and have licence^ to anfwer for 
^bifnfelf A£l. 25. i6. On the unjuftice, and un- 
reafonablenefs of this courfe, doth Nicodemus op- 
pofe the chief priefts, and pharifeesi, in the l^ehalf 
of Chrift, Doth our law^ (faith he) judge any tnan^ 
bi^efe it h^ar him^ and knowwhat he hath done, John^ 
7. 51. (p. 166. g). This way of proceeding, m ju- 
dicatory, is moft repugnant, both to the law of na^ 
tfire, as you fee in the Romans law, and, alfo, to tht 
Jaw of God, which pofitively determines. One ivit-, 

• nef^ 
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fiefs Jhall not rife up againjl a many for any iniquity^ or 
anyftn^ that hefinneih; at the mouth oftwo^ qr three ^ 
witneffesjjhall the matter be eftablijhedy Deuti 19. 15. 
and if God would not have any man, to be con- 
demned, in any judicatory, by the teftimony of one 
witnefSj but by the joynt atteftation of two, or three, 
at leaft, as is evident, by this text of fcripture, and 
by many concurrent places of divine writ, as Numb. 
35. 30. Deut. 17. 6. Mat. 18. 16. Johny 8. 17, Heb. 
io. 28. 2. Cor. 13. I. How much left would God 
approve of fuch tyrannical proceedings, to condemn 
a man, . without any witnefs at all, or ever permit- 
ting the perfon accufed, to lake up an apology, or 
jult defence for himfelf. 

Secondly, jR?m;2^ men iofwear againjl themfehes^ 
(pag. 64* 78. 92. 93, 94. 97. 98. 109.) How highly 
were the hearts of this nation inflamed ? what indig- 
nation did they conceive againft the pfaftices both 
oftheftar chamber, and high commiffion, hereto- 
fore, (pag. 93.) as laying an unfupportable yoak upon 
the necks of the people, by the tender of the oath,^y 
officio? Hath all the nation freed themfelves from 
this bondage, by a good law, fo that elfewhere no 
man is compelled to teflifie againft himfelfe, or 
where other witnefles fail, inforced to accufe him- 
felf? and^^muft they onely, that come under the jurif- 
diftion of the magiftrates of Newcaftle^ remain in- 
flaved under the fame bondage ? Is this tyranny law- 
full at Newcaftle, that is exploded, and caft off every 
where elfe ? 

Nay, that which infinitely heightens their bppref- 
fion, and wickednefs, is this, that thofe reafons 
which were alledged, to juiiifie this praftice^ (p^g* jt) 
191. 94.93. 92* 109.) both in theftar chamber, and 
high commiffion, have no place of pretenfion here. 
There the zeal of juftice, to let no fm go unpuniflied* 
and the glory of God, in the finners confeflion, an4 
accufing of himfelfy as Jofhua abjured Achan, My 
fon^ give I pay thee glory to the Lord God oflfrael^ni 

make 
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piake confeffion unto him ; and tell me now^ ivhat thou' 
ha/i donCi hide it not from me ^ Jo/h. j. ig. was al- 
leged as an inftance, t3 juftifie their proceedings, 
where otherwife the offender could not be dif- 
covered, either by evidence of the fad, or tcftiftiony 
of witneffes ; but here, by an o^ath, they compel 
men to reveal the fecrtts of their hearts, to rile up 
in judgement againft themfelves, for no other end, 
but by their own confeflion, to thake them guilty, 
and then invade their fortunes. Firft, thev make 
themfelves mafters of their confciences, (pag. 92. 
114. !o6.) and by that make themfelves malters of 
their eftates. Covetoufnefs, and not zeal of juftice, 
or Gods glory, is the principle from whence they 
aftl 

ThirdlVj tmpojin^jines arbitrarily^ (p. 25. (f), 34. 
(r), 47. 48. 64. 90. 91. 92, 95. 97. 98. 99. 124. 26* 
11 6. 117, 17. .18. and then, no wonder if they be 
cxceflive^ exceeding both the merit of the crime pre- 
tended, or the ability of the offender. How great a 
temptation is it to juftice, to befevere, and ridgid in its 
fentence, when the punifliment of the offender is the 
inriching of them that paffe the fentence ? (Nay, the 
judges themfelves are the grand offenders, and goe un- 
puniftied), (p. 83. 84. 85.) and fo it is here at New- 
caftle. (p. 87. (0), p. ^j. (g), p. 96. (h), p. 109. 
(d), p. 116.) One reafon that induced fome fages 
of the laty to affirme, that the htter kings of Eng- 
land, had diverted themfelves of their power, to fit 
perfonally in their courts of juftice, and deligated it 
to, and inverted the judges of the refpedive benches 
therewith, was, becaule, in impofmg of fines, the 
king' was both a judge, and party interefted, not 
only as the fountain of juftice, to be adminiftered un- 
to the people, but as the perfon into whofe exchequers, 
and treafury, the laws of 'England paid their fines. 
But the magiftrates of Newcaftle injoy thofe privi- 
leges, which were thought unbefeeming the kings 
oi England. They are both judges, and parties. 

They 
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They eftipiate the offence, and receive the fine ; and 
then how frequently covetoufneffe, and felf-intereft, 
fit on the bench, in the place of juftice, (p. 38.) the 
world may eifily judge ; as appears in the cafe of 
': Lewis Froft, and unjuft judge Bonner, hee having 
tvjto-pence half-penny of all ballad, and the other 
calchpole Bonner, to arreft the refufers* 

fourthly, Obftrufting all indeavours for grant of ^ 
a ianarket at North Shields, fix miles from Newcaftle^ Pag. 75. 106. 
and in another county, and 12 miles from any other ^^7- 109- 
market, in the fame county, and then robbing people J|^' y^* s 
ofrtheir commodities, in their own markets; and id, i6g. 
• fei^ing on goods, carried through their town, aU 
Ji^^ing forraigne bought, and forraigne fold* Mar^ 
kefe were for conveniences, and not for ingrofEng 
aJllprovifions, and peoples lives, (p. 924) 
• 'Fifthly, For imprifoning poor artificers (p, 90. 91* 
,86^ for working in their own trades, at the town 
(if-Bhiclds, though in another county, and detain- 
jn^them, untill they enter into bond never to work 
•TO*e again, which is to engage themfelves, to 
abandon, and renounce that calling wherein they 
'ivere brought up, to expofe themfelves, their wives, 
and children, to want, and beggary, or elfe to turn 
vagabons, (p. 183.) and defert the place of their 
habitations, being by thefe mens tyranny, neceffi- 
tated to leave their callings, or their dwellings. 
What fad fate hangs over the poor inhabitants of 
th^s town, to be deprived of the common privileges 
of englifhmen, fhall I fay? nay defpoyled of the 
common privileges of mankind, In thefiveat of their 
broives to eat their own breads Genejis 3. 19. and to 
yeild obedience to that precept of St. Paul, Let him 
labour y working with his hands the thing that is goody 
that hee may have to give to him that needeth^ Ephejiajis' 
4. 28. Or that of the fame apoftle, i. Thef 4. 1 1. 
and 2. Ihef* 3. 10. 1 1. 12. The charafter of New- 
caftle, or rather indeed the ufurped power of the 
magiftrates there, fupercedes the commandments of 

Dd God,, 
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God. Let every man, faith St. Paul, abide in the 
fame calling wherein hee is called, i. Cor. 7. 20. If 
hee doth, fay the magiftrates of Newcaftle, he fliall 
not abide in Shields, nor in the neighbourhood of 
oiir corporation ; as if they were a linibe of the 
beaft ; fo that no man may work, (p. 77. 78. j68.) 
or buy, or foil, fave he that hath their mark, Re'ueL 
13. 17. That is, unleffe hee be a member of that* 
freedomei which ingroffeth fo much freedome ta 
themfelves, that they leave no freedome at all to their 
poor neighbours, (p. m.) 

Sixthly, p. 74. 75. 82- (a), 90* 91. 79.) Im- 
prifoning all that are not free of their corporation, 
that fliall indeavour to fave fhips in diftreffe, froni 
perifliing in the river, and when they are funk, for 
want of help, feizing the goods of the mafters, a,nd 
alfo imprifoning their perfons (78) many months. 
Let the world wherefoever it is moft favage, moft 
barbarous, fliew fuch an inftance of fuch an aggre- 
gation of injuftice, oppreffion, and cruelty as this; 
and (as wee fay, let them carry their coals) If not h 
fave life bee to kill^ and if not to doe good^ when an 
opportunity is offered unto us, is to doe evill, as, in our 
Saviours doftrine, certainly it is, Mark 3. 4. then 
not to fave a (hip, (p. 70.) I, and perhaps the ma- 
riners, and paffengers lives too, (77. 78.) when they 
have an opportunity, nay, when they are earneftly 
intreated, and their help implored, is in Gods ac- 
compt all one, as if they had funk the fhip, and 
drowned the men, (p, 86). Hee that doeth not pre- 
vent a mifchief, when it is in his power to doe it, is, 
in Gods accompt, the contriver, and the author of 
it ; but that which is the great aggravation of their 
oppreffion, in this kind, and heighteneth it beyond 
any parallell is, they deny all help to fhips in diftreffe 
(p. 76. 77.) that fo making fliip wrack, (p. 19. 20. 
74. 75. y6. 77. 78. 87. 79. 81. 90. 91.) That which 
in this is ufually alleged to take off from the hor- 
ridneffe of their tyranny is, viz. that they muft fend 

for 
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for help from Newcaftle, fignifies nothing ; New- 
caftle being feven miles from that harbour of Shields. 
Whilfl the graffe grows y the /ieedjlarves^ as the pro- 
verb tells us ; and while help is expedled, the fhip is 
loft. 

If thefe men could command the wind, and feas, 
not to rage, and fwell, but be hufhed into a calme^ 
and the rive^ kept from friezing (p. 63. 84. 85. 
109* It 2. 77. 78. 79. 80. 81. 82. 83.) untill 
they fent down help from Newcaftle, their reply 
might be admitted ; but fince the wind, fea, and ice> 
are not controllable by their charter, what abomina- 
bly tyranny, what favage inhumanity, is it to deny 
fhips in diilrefle, fuch help as is at hand, to prefervc 
themfelves ; cafes of neceffity make voyd proprieties^ 
that which without the cafe of neceffity is theft, in 
the cafe of neceffity is not theft. 

Men doe not defpife a thief ^ ifheejieale tofatisfy his 
Joul when hee is hungry^ Proverb. 6. 30. and the law 
faith, when thou comeji into thy neighbours vineyard^ 
thou maiji eat grapes thy fill^ at thine own pleafurej 
Deut. 23. 24. In cafe of extreame neceffity, that all 
things are common, is the joynt opinion of all 
divines. , J'his is the law of nature, and therefore 
not to be over-ruled, by any pofitive law, of any 
kingdome, or common-wealth ; for in thefe cafes of 
extream neceffity, the perfon in this condition, tak^ 
ing that which is anothers, is not guilty of theft, for 
Jurefuo utitur, as the cafqifts determine, bee doth 
but make ufe of his own right ; nor doth it come 
under the definition of theft, which is, talking away 
that which is another mansy without his confent ; for 
as neceffity alters the property, and makes it his 
own, fo while he makes ufe of his own right, the 
other tenetur can/entire, is bound to give his con- 
fent, and to acquiefce in the others injoyment of it. 
And therefore, in all pofitive laws, whereby property 
is diftinguiihed, there is none of them, which hold 
in cafe of extream neceffity ; and (hall extream ne- 

D d 2 ceffity 



204 REASONS AGAINST THIS ARBITRARY POWER* 

ceflity entitle a man to a part of another mans real 
poileffion, hy which there is Damnmn emergens, foirie 
damage, or diminution of the goods, and poffeflion 
of the owner, and yet free the invador from all im- 
putation of injuftice, or ufurpation. 

And fhall not a poor mailer of a fhip, in cafe of 
exitream neceffity^ (p, 77. 78. 76. 109. 79. 74, 
80.) difpence with the privileges, and charter 
of Newcaftle, which at mpft, can be but lucnem 
cejfansy a fufpenfion of their privileges, and gaiile, 
■4nd make ufe of fuch helps, for his prefervation, as 
Providence affords, without running the danger of 
fending for, and waiting the help from Newcaftle ; 
without the ruine of thofe that fave him ? Shall not 
extream neceflity, which is an apology for all the 
world, bee his juft apology, to plead his excufe in 
this cafe, and free him, and his helpers, from the 
tyranny, and perfeciition of the magiftrates ? 

3. The prophet Ifaiah^ tels us of fome magiftrates 
that weire companions of t beeves y Ifaiah i* 23. Ezekiel 
tels us of others, that were like evening wolves^ 
ravening for their prey^ Ezekiel 22. 27, and Z<?- 
phany^ of others, that were like roaring lyons^ 
ZepL 3, 3. If any man doubt, whether thefe charac- 
ters of oppreilive magiftrates, be applicable to thefe 
' of Newcaftle, I fhall fay no more to thejn, than our 
• Saviour did to Nathaniel in an other cafe, Come and 
fecy yoh. I. 46. 

Seventhly, Prohibiting gentlemen, and others, in 
the counties, both of Northumberland, and Dur- 
ham, to fell their coales to fhips, to be tranfported to 
London, compelling all owners of coUeries, to fell 
their coals to themfelves firft. If any fhall prefume to 
fell their coals, immediately to the ftiips, without 
taking them in the way, they feize upon fuch coals, 
upon pretence that the owners of the coals are not 
free of their corporation, (pag. 21. 22. 100. 10 1. 
98.-99. 102. 103. 104. 49. 84. 82. 8i, 40. 193. 
^^5' (^)^ -Anfl if this be not a monopoly,, of as 

higl} 
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liigh a nature, and producing as ill effeds, and thofc 
of as large extent, as any, that (to the great content, 
and fatisfadion of the nation) hath been aboliflied, 
let the * world judge. A welch pedigree, doth not 
defcend by more fteps, and degrees, than the pro- 
perty of their coak is varied, while it is derived 
Irom the owner of the coUery, unto him that at laft 
buyes the commodity, to fpend it, as well trades as 
others. The owners of colleries, muft firft fell the 
coals to the magiftrates of Newcaftle, the magiftrates 
to the mafters of fliips, *the matter of fhips to the . ^ 

woodmongers, or wharfingers, and they to thofe 
that fpend them: Every change of the property adi- 
ding to, and enhancing the price of the coals, thus 
nterchangeably bought, and fold ; which courfe, as 
Jt picks fome money out of the purfes of 'every man, 
that buys coals, befidis bad * coals being thereby • Which now 
vented, fo it grinds the faces of the poor, who in ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
thefe latter years, by reafon, mainly of this mono- ^.^"*?®» ^^ 
pohznig ot them, have round it as hard a matter tP in buying of • 
fortify themfelves againft cold, as againft hunger, Oatesas well ag 
(p. III.) whereas, if the owners of every collery coals, p. 50^ 
had free liberty, to fell (p. 124.) his coals to fliips 
immediately, 'i inmouth haven, would afford two 
hundred thoufand chaldrons of coals in the year 
more than now are vented, which would reduce the 
late exorbitant exceffive rates of coals, in the city of 
London (p. 64. 6^. 81.) to under twenty (hillings a 
chalder, all the year, winter as well as fummer, and 
bring into the common treafury above forty thoufand 
pounds per annum, (p. 60. 100. 10 1. 103.) Some 
owners of coal-pits, will rather let their pits be fired, 
like thofe at Benwell, and confume, than let their 
coals to the magiftrates of Newcaftle. If the coal- 
owners, in each county, from whence all coals come, 
(hould be as refraftory to the magiftrates, in deny- 
ing their coals, as the magiftrates are to the mafters, 
(pag. 104. 99. 100. 98.) few, or none would be 
brought to London, or any revenue raifed. 

Eighthly, 



ao6 REASONS AGAINST THIS ARBITRARY POWER. 

Eighthly, Forcing all ftiips, up the river fix miles, 
amongft dangerous lands, fhelves, and the bulks of 
funk fhipsi (p. 74. y$. j6. 77* 78. 84. 99. 100.) 
that fo they may caft out their ballaft, upon their 
iboars, and all for the greedinefs of receiving eight* 
pence, for every tun of ballad, which hath occa- 
fioned the fpoyl, and lofs of many (hips, to the 
utter undoing of the mafters, and owners of the 
fhips, and the deftruftion of the lives of many poor 
feamen, an4 mariners, whofe blood will be required 
at their hands, who put thiem on thofe dangers, in 
which they perifhed ^ befides their choaking up the 
moft part of that river, by forcing the ballaft up 
their fandy hils, near the faid town of Newcaftle, 
many thoufand tuns whereof is blown, and wafhed 
down into that river, (p. 83. 84). They will neither 
preferve the river, nor let doftor Swinbourn, vice 
admiral for the county of Durham, doe it, who hath 
fined fome of the magiftrates hundreds of pounds, 
for damages, &c. 

Laftly, Countenancing their officers in their op- 
preflions, nay, in their very murthers, as in the 
cafe of Thomas Rutter, with others, who having 
forfeited their lives to juftice, for killing Ann, the 
wife of Thomas Cliff, of North Shields, was, by 
their power, and favor, refciied from that death, 
which they juftly deferved, (p. 86). God would not 
fuffer his altar to be a fanQuary to a wilful mur- 
therer, neither would king John, their patron, 
(p. 38), If a man come prefumpiuoti/ly upon his neighs 
bcr, iojlay him^ thou /halt take him from mine altar ^ 
that he may die^ Exo. 21. 14. The law pf England 
defines what piurth^r is, (p. 168). Blood defikththe 
landy and the l(ind cannot be cleanfed of the J^foQd that 
is fhed therein^ but by the blood of him that Jhed it^ 
Numb. 35. 33. When therefore God fhall make in- 
quifition, they thatjiaid him^ that offered violence to 
the blood of his neighbor ^ and fhould have gone to tffc 
pit J Prov. 20. 17, will be found to communicate ia 

this 
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this murder, and involved in the fame guilt, with 
him that committed it, but the good God be mer- 
ciful to them, that have not approved, or confented 
to this wickednefs; For though our eyes did fee this 
blood, yet our Imnds did not Jhedit \ and therefore let 
every one that w^ould wafh his hands clean, from 
that blood, pray, as God prefcribed. Be merciful, 
O Lord, unto thy people Ifrael, whom thou haft re- 
deemed, and lay not innocent blood Unto thy people Ifraels 
charge^ Deut. 21. 7. 8. 

Thus have I given you a fhort view of the tyran- 
nical oppreffive praftices of the magiftrates of New- 
caftle, whofe fin receives no fmall aggravation from 
their office, and calling, in that they are magiftrates^ 
-whom God hath furniflied with authority, to that 
end, that they might prevent, and redrefs injuries, 
done by others, and execute wrath upon evill doers, 
Rom. 13. 4. So that in their oppreffions, they fin 
againft the very end of their calling, they transform 
the very image of Gods power, and juftice, which 
they fuftain, into the image of Gods enemy, Satan, 
-whom herein they refemble, and become, after a 
fort, wickednefles in high places, as the devils are; 
for amongft them, as much as any where, is that of 
Solomon verified, I faw under the fun, the place of 
judgement, that zvickednefs was there, and the place of 
righteoufnefs, that iniquity was there, Ecclef 3. 16. 
And although attempts hitherto, and all indeavprs, 
for redrefs of thefe oppreffive courfes, have proved 
abortive, and fruitlefs, no man compaffionating the 
people with Saul, fo much as to alke. What ayleth 
this people, that they weep, i. Sam. 11. 5. No, after 
many addreffes, petitions, remonftrances, and futes 
at law, being ftifled'by the inftigation of corrupt 
perfons, then in power, and obftrufted, by the 
mutability, and changes, we have too juft reafon to 
complain with Solomon, Behold the tears offuch as 
were oppreffedy and they had no comforters.^ and on the 
fides of their oppreffors there was power ^ but they, the 

oppreffcd 
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opprejfed^ had no comforter^ Ecclef. 4* i. Yet at this 
time we are not without good hopes, but that the 
cries of the poor, and the oppreffed, will enter into 
the ears, and hearts of this prefent power, That they 
will be as a hiding place from the winde^ and a convert 
from the iempefl^ as rivers of water in a dry place ^ as 
the fbadow of a great rock in a weary land^ Ifa. 
32. 2. 

But if our hopes now fail us, we muft fit down, 
and figh out that of Solomon, Ifthoufeejl the oppref- 
Jion of the poor^ and violent perverting of judgment and 
jujlice in a province ^ marvail not at the matter ^ for Hee 
that is higher than the higheji regardethy and there be 
higher than they, Eccles. 5. 8. 
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